Your Comfort in Our Personal God. Psalm 139 3/11/12

I. Introduction: Practical theology — God is awesome and Heis personal.

Il. God knowsyou. v. 1-6

A. God isomniscient (all-knowing). He. 4:13 1s. 40:27-28 Ps. 33:13-151 Sa. 2:31 Jo. 3:20

B. Heknowseverything about you. v. 1-4 Jer. 17:10

His knowledge of you is personal — He has searched and known you. v. 1,23

He knows all of your movements. v. 2a

He even understandsyour inner thoughts. v. 2b Ps. 44:21 Ezek.11:5 Lu. 16:15
He scrutinizes all of your actions. v.3 Lev. 18:2319:19 20:11

He even knowswhat you are going to say beforeyou say it. v. 4

aghkrwdndE

C. Stand amazed at His perfect personal knowledge of you. v. 5-6 Ps. 103:14
1. Hisknowledge of you iscomprehensive and caring. v. 5 Mt. 6:32 Ex. 33:22
2. Youcan't fool God. Isa. 29:15
3. God’sknowledgeisincomprehensibletous. v. 6 Dt. 29:29 Ro. 11:33-36

I11. God isalwayswith you. v. 7-12

A. God isomnipresent (all-present). Acts17:27-28 Dt. 4:39 Jer. 23:23-24
1. Heisdistinct from Hiscreation.
2. Hisimmensity isnot limited to creation. Is. 66:1 1 Ki. 8:27

B. Thereisno place whereyou can hidefrom God. v. 7-12 Jer. 23:23-24
1. Thepsalmist isnot saying that he wantsto flee from God. v. 7 Ps. 104:30 143:10
2. Even at the greatest extremities of human existence you will experience His
presence. v.8-10 Amos9:2
3. Heisequally present in darknessand light. v. 11-12 23:4

C. Hisomnipresence is meaningful: Heis always present with you. v. 10 Isa. 43:1-5

Heb. 13:5-6 Mt. 28:20 Ps. 34:18 Pr. 15:3

1. HeistheGod whoisnear.

2. Thisisbad newsfor the rebel who thinks he can hide from the Almighty. Jo. 3:19
Prov. 15:3 Rev. 6:16

3. Beélieversare comforted because we are led by the omnipresent Lord. v. 10, 24
Ps. 92:1023:3 1s.58:1142:11

4. Trust Him. Rom. 8:38-39

IV. God madeyou. v. 13-18

A. God isomnipotent (all powerful). Eph. 1:11 Isa. 46:8-11 Jer. 32:27 Ps. 115:3

B. Hefashioned you in your mother’swomb. v. 13-16
1. Human beingsdo not exist asthe product of time and chance. Ps. 100:3
2. You are specially formed by God! v. 13-16a Job. 10:11 31:15 Ex. 38:23
3. Hehasplanned thedaysof your life. v. 16 Ps. 138:8 Jer. 1:1ff 18:2ff Isa. 37:26
46:9-11 Eph. 1:11 2:10 Heb. 9:27 Rom. 8:28



C. God’'somnipotenceis meaningful to you! v. 14,17-19

1.
2.
3.

Praise God for the gloriousway in which Heformed you! v. 14 8:3-4 Ecc. 11.5
Human lifein thewomb isunder God’s special care!  v. 13

Marvel that almighty God takesthought of you. v. 17-18 Ps. 40:5 Jer. 1:5

Ro. 8:28 Eph. 2:10

V. What isyour response to this omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent, holy God? v. 19-24

A. TakeHissdeagainst thewicked. v. 19-22

1.
2.
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How doesthis section relateto therest of the Psalm?

Are such imprecationsinconsistent with love? v. 19-22 Ex. 20:7

a. Thepsalmist isnot seeking personal vengeance. Rom. 12:17-21 13:4

b. Instead hiszeal isfor God’s honor —righteous anger, holy hatred.

Wetoo are surrounded by God-haters. Isa. 5:20 Ex. 20:7 Rom. 1:30

Do you have a holy hatred for evil? v. 21-22 Ps. 69:9 119:113,163,158 Pr. 12:2
2 Cor. 6:14ff 1 Cor. 16:22 1 John 2:15

B. Open yoursdf to His purifying scrutiny. v. 23-24 Ps. 17:319:11-14 Jer. 17:10

aghrwNPE

While the pagan fleesfrom God’s holy presence, the believer seeksit. Pr. 17:7
Areyou passionate to have the evil purged from your own soul?

God, Who sees perfectly, can help you. Phil. 1:6 Eph. 5:26-27

Seek God’sleadership unto everlasting life. v. 24b,10 23:3 Ex. 13:21 Pr. 4:18
Isthishow you pray?

VI. Concluding Applications.

A. Practical theology — God isalwayswith you.

B. How doesthis psalm point to Christ?
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Heknowsyou. v. 1-6 John 10:14

Heiswith you. v. 7-12 Mt. 28:20b Heb. 13:5b

He made you physically. v 13-18 John 1:1ff Col. 1:15-17

Hegivesyou a new spiritual birth. John 1:12-13 1John 5:1 1 Pet. 1:23 |s.43:1
Heleadsand protectsyou. v. 10 Ps. 23:2-4

Hehasa holy zeal against evil. v. 19-22 Ps. 69:9 John 2:17 5:27

Through Him you are stand in the face of God’ s scrutiny. v. 23-24 1 Pe. 3:18
You areeternally securein Hisomniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent love. v. 24b
Ro. 8:38-39 Jn. 10:28

Discussion guestions

1. What are the practical implications of God’s omniscience?

2. What arethe practical implications of God’s omnipresence?

3. What arethe practical implications of God’s omnipotence?

4. How does this psalm speak to the issue of abortion?

5. What should our attitude be towards God’ s enemies?

6. How should we pray concerning the evil that remainsin our own hearts? v. 23-24
7. How does this Psalm point to Christ?



