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Welcome to  

“Discovering Life at Trinity” 
 

Seminar Outline 

 

PART 1 - The Church and How to Belong 

 

Session 1:  THE Church – Its Birth, Its Mission, Its Message  

• Purpose 

• Birth 

• Joining  

• Functions & Belonging 

• Ordinances 

 

Session 2:  OUR Church – Trinity Baptist Church  

• Purpose Statement 

• History of Trinity Baptist Church 

• Doctrinal Statement 

• Affiliation 

• Meet our Elders and Staff 

• Becoming a Member  

• Membership Covenant and Application 

• Ministry Teams and Small Groups 

• Trinity Tour 

 

PART 2- Practices of a Maturing Disciple 

  Session 1: Grasping God's Word:  Big Picture Overview 

Session 2: Grasping God's Word: Understanding Translations 

Session 3: Grasping God's Word: Getting a Grasp on Your Bible 

Session 4: Grasping God's Word: Habit of Daily Quiet Time w God 

Session 5: Community/Fellowship: Walking with Christ Together  

Session 6: Prayer: A Lifestyle of Communing with God  

Session 7: Prayer Practicum  

Session 8: Biblical Stewardship  

Session 9: SHAPED to Serve  

Session 10: SHAPED to Serve  

Session 11:  Living Evangelistically 

Session 12:  Sharing Your Testimony 

Session 13:  On Board TBC Missions 

 

The Purpose for This Class: _______________________________________________________________ 

Eph 2:19   “...You are a member of God’s very own family...and you belong in God’s household with 

every other Christian.”  

 

The Goal of This Class:   

That I will commit myself to __________________ and to the _________________________________. 
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PART 1, Session 1:  THE Church – Its Birth, Its Mission, Its Message 
 

 

 

What the Church is Not  

 

The church is not a ______________________________. 

 

The church is not a _____________________. 

 

 

What the Church Is  

 

The church is the _______________________________________. 

(Figure of speech referring to the people who make up THE Church) 

 

Eph 5:23 Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.     

 

Eph 4:11-12 He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work 

and build up the church, the body of Christ.    

 

 

The Purpose of THE church: To be His _______________________ 

 

Acts 1:6-8 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?" He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 

his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."    

 

 

The Birth of THE Church:  ______________________ 

 

Acts 1:4-5 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For 

John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”    

 

Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound 

like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 

them.    

 

Acts 2:14-39 Peter preached the first sermon of the church.  
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Acts 2:40-41 . . . With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save 

yourselves from this corrupt generation." Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 

three thousand were added to their number that day. 

 

 

Joining THE Church: Faith in ____________________ 

 

Acts 2:22-39 "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 

(23)This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the 

help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. (24) But God raised him from the 

dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on 

him. . . (32)God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. (33)Exalted to the 

right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what 

you now see and hear. . .   (36)"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." (37)When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart 

and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" (38)Peter replied, "Repent and 

be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (39)The promise is for you and your children and for all who are 

far off - for all whom the Lord our God will call."     

 

 

Functions & Belonging to THE Church 

 

Acts 2:42-47 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer. (43) Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs 

were done by the apostles. (44)All the believers were together and had everything in common. 

(45)Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. (46)Every day they 

continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts,(47)praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved.  

 

 

______________________________:                Devoted to “the apostles’ teaching” 

______________________________:                Devoted themselves to “. . . the fellowship” 

______________________________:                Devoted to "the breaking of bread and prayer"  

                                                              “Awe” and “praising God” 

______________________________:               “They gave to anyone as he had need.” 

______________________________:               “The Lord added . . .those who were being saved.” 
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Ordinances of THE Church 

 

 

BELIEVER’S BAPTISM 

 

The Importance of Being Baptized 

 

1.  To follow the example set by _____________________. 
 

Mark 1:9  "At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river."    

 

2.  It is part of Christ’s great _________________________________ to His church. 
 

Matt 28:19-20  [Jesus said] "Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize 

them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything 

I have commanded you."  

 

3.  It is the new believer’s first act of ___________________________________________. 

 

Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

 

What is the Meaning of Baptism? 

 

1.  Through baptism, I identify with Christ's _______________  and ______________________. 
 

1 Cor 15:3-4  "Christ died for our sins...He was buried... and He rose again."   

 

Col. 2:12  "For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also 

raised with Christ."     

 

2.  Baptism is an illustration of my ________________________ in Christ. 
 

"When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside.  The old life has passed 

away and a new life has begun!"  2 Cor 5:17 

 

"By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead...so also we may live a new life!"    Rom 6:4 

 

What about Infant Baptism? 

 

1. Baptism is for every person who has ______________________ in Christ. 

 

Acts 2:41  "Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized..."   

Acts 8:12  "But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News... and the name of Jesus 

Christ, they were baptized, both men and women."   
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THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth.  But He did instruct them to 

remember His death and resurrection.  He gave the church two visible symbols (called 

"ordinances") as reminders of His death.  The Lord's Supper is an object lesson that 

represents a great spiritual truth for believers. 

 

 

What is the Lord’s Supper?  (1 Cor 11:23-26) 

 

 

1.  It is a ______________________ act. 

 

1 Cor 11:23  "The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread..."  

 

2.  It is a ____________________________.                                                           

 

1 Cor 11:24  "...and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for 

you; eat it in remembrance of me."  

 

3.  It is a ____________________________.                                                          

 

1 Cor 11:25  "In the same way, He took the cup, saying, 'This cup is the new covenant in my blood; 

drink it to remember me'"    

 

4.  It is a ________________________________________________.                               

 

1 Cor 11:26  “For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 

until he comes back.”   
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FAQ about Baptism and Lord’s Supper 

  

Why do you practice baptism by immersion? 

Because it provides a much better visual representation of what is happening spiritually.  

Spiritual Baptism into Christ involves the death (crucifixion) of self and being raised to life 

spiritually.  Water baptism is a symbolic act celebrating this spiritual experience.  

 

Romans 6:4-10 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. (5)If we 

have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 

resurrection. (6)For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—(7)because anyone who has died has 

been freed from sin. (8)Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. (9)For 

we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has 

mastery over him. (10)The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 

God.  

 

When can I be baptized? 

AS SOON AS YOU HAVE BELIEVED! 

 

Acts 2:41 Those who believed...were baptized...that day. 

 

Acts 8:35-38 Then Philip began with the Scriptures and told him the Good News about Jesus.  As they 

traveled along the road, they came to some water, and the man said, 'Look, here is water!  Why 

shouldn't I be baptized right now?’  Philip said, 'If you believe with all your heart, you may.'  The man 

answered, 'I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.' So they went down into the water and Philip 

baptized him.      

 

There is no reason to delay.  As soon as you have decided to receive Christ into your life, 

you can and should be baptized.  If you wait until you are "perfect" you'll never feel "good 

enough"! 

 

Can my family be baptized together? 

Yes!  If each family member understands fully the meaning of baptism, and each one has 

personally placed his/her trust in Christ for salvation, we encourage families to be baptized 

at the same time.  It is a wonderful expression of commitment.  Parents, however, need to 

teach and explain scriptural baptism to their children.  If you would like, you may ask your 

small group leader to go through this with you and your child.  If you don’t have a small 

group leader yet, ask for a meeting with one of the church staff.   

 

It is important to remember that baptism is a personal statement of faith, not a family 

tradition.  It is usually not wise to delay your baptism while waiting on other family 

members to accept Christ, particularly children.  This puts an undue pressure on them, and 

delays your obedience. 
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Where will I be baptized? 

Baptisms are held in the sanctuary baptistery, local pool, or lake. 

 

What should I wear when I am baptized? 

Sanctuary: You should wear slacks or shorts with a dark top that will maintain the proper 

modesty when wet (do not wear anything white).  You may also want to wear socks.  A 

room for changing will be available prior to and following the baptism.  Bring a change of 

clothes, towels, and a plastic bag for your wet clothes.  You may change in the back room 

and then return to the service.   

Lake or pool: A swimming suit covered modestly or shorts and t-shirt. 

 

Will I have to say anything? 

At the beginning of the service, Pastor will briefly explain the meaning of baptism.  When 

you enter the baptistery, you will be asked if you have received Jesus Christ as Savior and 

Lord.  After making affirmation, you will be lowered briefly under the water.  (If you would 

like to give a longer testimony of Christ’s work in your life, you may.)  After the closing 

prayer, the people will come by and welcome you into the fellowship.  We encourage you 

to invite all your relatives and friends to attend your baptism. 

 

Who will baptize me? 

Usually it’s a person in the church family who has been or will be significant in your 

spiritual pilgrimage (a small group leader, the person who brought you to Trinity, a parent, 

etc.). 

 

 

Who should take the Lord’s Supper? 

Only those who are already believers.   "For anyone who eats and drinks without 

recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment upon himself."  2 Cor 11:29   

 

When/how often is the Lord’s Supper to be observed?  

Jesus never said when or how often believers should observe the Lord's Supper.  At Trinity 

we usually observe the Lord's Supper every other month in the morning worship service.  

Small groups also observe the Lord’s Supper together as desired. 

What about children? 

Children who have accepted Christ and understand the ceremony (parental determination) 

are allowed and encouraged to participate.  


