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Paul is inspired to give characteristics for a widow who might receive support from the 

church. 

I. A list seems to imply on-going support. (v. 9a) 

 

II. Is beyond typical marriageable age. (v. 9b) 

 

III. Has been a sexually moral woman. (v. 9c) 

having been the wife of one man (NAS & others) 

Literally: a one man woman. 

You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals 

and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell. (Acts 15:29) 

The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and 

put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, 

clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires 

of the flesh. (Romans 13:12-14) 

IV. Has a reputation for good works (v. 10) 

I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning themselves, not 

with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good deeds, 

appropriate for women who profess to worship God. (1 Timothy 2:9-10) 

 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 

 

All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags… 

(Isaiah 64:6a) 
 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

 

A. Has nurtured children  



Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it. 

(Proverbs 22:6 NLT) 

 

I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your 

mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. (2 Timothy 1:5) 

 

…and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 3:15) 

 

B. Has welcomed and cared for strangers  

Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. (Romans 12:13) 

 

From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of 

Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 

On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of 

prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. One of those 

listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was 

a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the 

members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a 

believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. (Acts 

16:12-15) 

 

Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown 

hospitality to angels without knowing it. (Hebrews 13:2) 

 

C. Has demonstrated true humility  

 When [Jesus] had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 

“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 

‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should 

do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 

messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be 

blessed if you do them. (John 13:12-17) 

 

D. Has come to the aid of the distressed 

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair… (2 

Corinthians 4:8) 

Relieved the afflicted, assisted those who are hurting 

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always 

doing good and helping the poor. About that time she became sick and died, and her body was 



washed and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that 

Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!” 

Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows 

stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made 

while she was still with them. 

Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward 

the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 

He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially 

the widows, and presented her to them alive. This became known all over Joppa, and many 

people believed in the Lord.  (Acts 9:26-42) 

 

E. Has striven to serve God and people well. 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 

strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience… (Colossians 1:9-11) 
 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can 

such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of 

you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical 

needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 

dead. 

But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. You believe that 

there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? Was not our 

father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 

You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete 

by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. You see that a person is 

considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 

In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when 

she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? As the body without the 

spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. (James 2:14-26) 

 


