
WHY DID CHRIST DIE? 
 

1 Peter 2:24-25 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
• The annals of history are replete with failures – individuals and 

nations attempting some great feat, but ending in disaster, 
death, financial loss and wasted effort 

 
• People look back at these things and ask, “What did they 

accomplish? Why did they bother?” 
 
• To some, the ministry of Jesus Christ was a failure – he went 

from having multitudes of followers to a mere handful, was 
rejected by his own people and executed by crucifixion 

 
• What did he accomplish? Why did he bother? 
 
• Far from being a failure, the death of Jesus Christ was in fact 

the greatest accomplishment that has ever been, or ever will be 
 
• It is so great that it cannot be quantified – it is infinitely great, as 

it has accomplished eternal results 
 
• And we know his death was a victorious success by the fact 

that he rose from the dead after three days 
 
• The context of these verses is Peter’s exhortation to believers 

who were suffering unjustly, that they would bear it patiently 
 
• To encourage the saints in this, he gives the example of 

Christ’s suffering – he did not retaliate, but committed himself 
to the just judgment of God 

 
• He left us an example – as he suffered, so ought we to suffer 
 



• But Christ’s suffering was much more than an example for us to 
follow, it procured our salvation 

 
• Jesus Christ is not a martyr, but a Saviour 
 
 He did not die for his faith, he died for our sins 
 His death was not a testimony but a substitution 
 His life was not taken from him, he laid it down himself 
 He suffered not only the wrath of men, but the wrath of God 

 
• Through his suffering and death, Christ delivers us from sin and 

its effects – justifying us before God, sanctifying us as his holy 
people, and bringing us into his tender care 

 
I. CHRIST IS THE SAVIOUR WHO PARDONS US (24) 
 

A. Christ’s atonement reconciles man to God 
 

1. The English word “atone” is a contraction of “at” and 
“one”, attributed by some to Tyndale 

 
2. The atonement enables sinful man and the holy God to 

be “at one” 
 

3. There are false views regarding the atonement 
 

a. The “ransom theory” says  that Jesus' death was a 
ransom paid to release humanity from Satan's grip 

 
b. The “satisfaction theory” says that Jesus died to 

make amends for man’s offenses and to satisfy 
God’s honour 

 
c. The “Christ the Victor” theory says that man is in 

bondage to evil powers and Christ’s death frees man 
from his captivity 

 



d. The “moral influence theory”, held by liberals, says 
that Christ’s death is merely an example of love that 
we should emulate 

 
4. The Biblical teaching is that of “penal substitution”, that 

our sins have brought us under God’s condemnation 
and wrath, and that Christ in his death bore the penalty 
for our sins, suffering the wrath of God in our place 

 
B. His suffering and death is solitary – by him self 

 
1. He atoned for us personally – not by proxy or by 

delegation to another (Isaiah 53:11; Hebrews 1:3; 
9:12,14) 

 
a. There is none other who could have done it – 

whether animal, human or angel 
 

b. Only Christ as Man suffering for man, as perfect and 
sinless, was fit to atone for our sins 

 
2. He did not share the work of atonement with any other 

 
a. Roman Catholicism teaches the “Treasury of Merit” – 

an excess of the saints’ good works which are to be 
drawn upon by the saints in addition to the merits of 
Christ 

 
b. Pope John Paul in 1997, said that Mary “collaborated 

in obtaining the grace of salvation for all humanity” 
 

c. Many have the false view that salvation is achieved 
by a combination of Christ’s atonement with our good 
works (cf. Romans 11:6) 

 
C. His suffering and death is substitutionary – in our place 

 
1. “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for 

the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to 



death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:” (1 Peter 
3:18) 

 
2. The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6) 

 
3. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 

sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 
4. We were cursed by the law, and Christ was made a 

curse for us (Galatians 3:13) 
 

5. The phrase “bear his sin” is frequently used in the Old 
Testament and means to suffer the penalty for sin 
(Leviticus 5:1,17; 22:9; 24:15; Numbers 14:33; 18:23)  

 
6. When Christ did “bare our sins” he suffered the due 

punishment we deserved for our sins 
 

7. Christ did not become a sinner upon the cross, but 
rather he endured the penalty for the sins of the world 

 
8. The wrath of God, the separation from the Father, when 

he cried “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me,” 
and the death we deserve for our sins, he suffered 

 
D. His suffering and death is sacrificial – for our sins 

 
1. It was necessary that Christ had a physical human body, 

and that that body be offered as a sacrifice 
 

2. At the Last Supper he said, “This is my body which is 
given for you” (Luke 22:19) 

 
3. Peter uses the word “tree” instead of “cross”, alluding to 

Deuteronomy 21:23, which states that those who hang 
upon a tree are accursed of God 

 



4. Paul also quotes this verse to show that Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13) 

 
II. CHRIST IS THE SANCTIFIER WHO PURIFIES US (24) 
 

A. Christ delivers us from sin both judicially and practically 
 

1. Justification is what God does for us in forgiving our sin, 
declaring us holy and making us accepted with God 

 
2. Sanctification is what God does in us, transforming us, 

and actually making us holy 
 

3. Christ died to save us, not in our sins, but from our sins 
 

B. The believer is now dead to sin 
 

1. As unbelievers we are alive to sin and dead to 
righteousness 

 
2. Death is a separation, a severing, a division a cutting 

free 
 

3. At the moment a person is saved, they are born again 
and they become dead to sin, separated from it, and 
become alive to righteousness 

 
C. The believer now lives unto righteousness 

 
1. The old life of sin is passed away, the new life of 

righteousness takes its place (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 

2. The old nature of sin is dead, and the new nature of 
righteousness is created in us (Ephesians 4:24) 

 
3. Having been risen with Christ, that resurrection life is to 

be reckoned a reality in the believer’s life (Romans 6) 
 



4. This does not mean we become perfectly sinless in this 
life, but that we have a new desire, not for sin, but for 
righteousness 

 
a. Led in paths of righteousness (Psalm 23:3) 

 
b. Following after righteousness (Isaiah 51:1) 

 
c. Hungering and thirsting after righteousness (Matthew 

5:6) 
 

d. Seeking first God’s righteousness (Matthew 6:33) 
 

E. Christ, through his suffering, heals our souls 
 

1. Sin is not only the condemning offence that requires 
forgiveness – it is the fatal disease that requires healing 

 
2. This is another reference to Isaiah 53 in this passage: 

v.22 (Isaiah 53:9); v.23 (Isaiah 53:7); v.24 (Isaiah 53:5, 
12); v.25 (Isaiah 53:6) 

 
3. It is a great paradox that “stripes” or wounds are the 

means of bringing healing 
 

4. In this verse Peter corrects the error of the 
Pentecostals/Charismatics who abuse Isaiah 53:5, 
claiming that physical healing in this life is promised in 
Christ’s atonement 

 
a. But Peter clearly shows that the Lord’s stripes (that 

is, his suffering in our place and on our behalf) grant 
us with healing from sin, not sickness 

 
b. Furthermore, the healing is past tense – it is the 

healing of forgiveness and justification that took 
place at the moment of faith 

 



c. That is not to say that Christ will not one day fully 
redeem us from all sickness, suffering and death, for 
he will – but we await that day (Romans 8:23) 

 
III. CHRIST IS THE SHEPHERD WHO PROTECTS US (25) 
 

A. In our natural state, we go astray from God 
 

1. Our hearts are inclined towards sin, not God, and we 
require God to seek us and bring us into his fold (Psalm 
119:176; Isaiah 53:6; Luke 15:4-6) 

 
2. It is by Christ’s atonement that we are able to be 

received by God and become his sheep (John 10:27) 
 

B. Christ is the Shepherd of our souls 
 

1. He is the Good Shepherd who gives his life for his sheep 
(John 10:11; Psalm 22) 

 
2. He is the Great Shepherd who tends and leads his 

ransomed flock (Hebrews 13:20; Psalm 23) 
 

3. He is the Chief Shepherd who will soon appear to 
reward his faithful sheep and eternally lead them in the 
green pastures and by the still waters of the New 
Jerusalem (1 Peter 5:4; Psalm 24) 

 
C. Christ is the Bishop of our souls 

 
1. The word Bishop (episkopos) means “overseer” and 

“guardian” 
 

2. Our souls are under constant assault by our enemies of 
the world, the flesh and the devil 

 
3. God has not left us to fight and defend ourselves against 

these enemies, but has given us Christ as our Guardian 
to protect us 



 
4. Though we are sent as “sheep in the midst of wolves” 

(Matthew 10:16), we are also sent with the promise, “lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” 
(Matthew 28:20) 

 
5. The Bishop of our souls promises, “Fear thou not; for I 

am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” (Isaiah 
41:10) 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. The substitutionary atonement of Christ is the very heart of 

Christianity 
 
2. “If you put away the doctrine of substitutionary sacrifice of 

Christ, you have disemboweled the gospel and torn from it its 
very heart.” (C H Spurgeon) 

 
3. There are many in our who seek to pervert this doctrine – we 

must be firmly established in this truth and earnestly contend 
for it 

 
4. Have I put my complete trust in the atoning death of Jesus 

Christ for my sin? 
 
5. Do I see in my life the evidence of the atonement applied to my 

soul? 
 
6. What is my relationship to sin? Am I alive to it, or dead to it? 
 
7. Do I love righteousness, and desire to live a life of 

righteousness? 
 
8. Is Christ my Shepherd and Bishop of my soul? 


