
Making Sense of the Mess - John 13:2-4      3-27-22 
 As we live in life it is hard to make sense of all the evil that goes on in the world. As we 
live within the chaos it is hard to know why certain things happen or continue to happen as we 
may think that God’s not intervening. God can stop any evil, any wickedness, any disobedience 
at any time. He has that ability to do so. But why doesn’t He in real time? That’s an easy struggle 
for us. This is the main issue that we will sift through today as we zero in on verses 2-4. Our 
structure for today will be, 1) All things, 2) Into His hands, and 3) The bigger picture.  
 All things have been given into the hands of Jesus. This is declared as a historical fact 
that spans across the entirety of human history with also a specific target where this began upon 
the conception of the Holy Spirit within Mary of the offspring of Abraham, the seed of David, 
the Son of God and Son of man, Jesus Christ. The biblical testimony is this. By him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together (Colossians 1:16-17). Yours, O Lord, is the greatness 
and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in 
the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all (1 
Chronicles 29:11). The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of 
trouble (Proverbs 16:4). [God] worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, [Jesus to be] far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
one to come (Ephesians 1:20-21). And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). There is not 
one thing, not one person, not one event, not one molecule, not one purpose that is outside the 
hands of Jesus. All things have been placed into His hands by His Father. All things means 
everything, with no exceptions.  
 So let’s start to gain some perspective as we think about all the things that are going on in 
our day and how this relates. The state of our nation in particular is this (and this applies to much 
of the broader world). Socially there has been an increasing amount of moral decay within life 
for some time and that has intensified given some recent events. We have more and more of a 
push to throw the family structure ordained by God out the window. Marriage has collapsed so 
much that the encouraged and allowed common place is divorce whenever you feel like it. 
Adultery is something you just brush off and move on from as it is just accepted now. Having 
children outside of marriage with no strings attached is considered freedom. Discipline of 
children is now either letting them figure it out completely on their own or smother them with 
kindness instead with no punishment structure at all or you never discipline, because your role is 
to be their cool best friend. The extent of a lot of parenting is letting the public school, the 
daycare, the technology, the whatever program, let that parent the kids. We have more and more 
of a push to throw any absolute standard ordained by God out the window. The created order of 
male and female is a thing of the past and that’s supposedly a good thing where we define who 
we are by nature. Justice, equity, and equality is redefined and perverted, so it damages the very 
internal structures of society. Truth and morality is up to you to determine, so it reorients society 
where people then do what is right in their own eyes. Double standards are all over the place 
where rioting and looting is encouraged, but peaceful protesting is labeled domestic terrorism, 



where wearing masks and getting a jab in the arm is a must for your health and loving others, but 
killing innocent pre-born babies that we know are babies is a matter of personal choice that 
should never be questioned. And we could go on about the overt hypocrisy that is so common in 
so many instances. We have lost any semblance of critical thinking and objectivity to line it up 
to, so many just go with the popular narrative that’s fed to them. Our educational standards are 
falling apart, because they are supposedly racist and inequitable as subjects like math and 
reading are thrown to the curb, and who is damaged by it? And while that’s happening we have 
courses and programs for little kids that encourage gender changing and inclusive indoctrination. 
The standard of authority for our land, the Constitution, is interpreted in a fluid way with no 
regard for what the authors of the document actually meant, so it flows and changes with the tide 
of the day while at the same time it’s met with cutting off any dissent that opposes the re-
interpretation and attack on basic human rights. Politically we have built a system of tyranny that 
many don’t recognize, so they buy into the cover-up of looking out for humanity, which is done 
without the true God of humanity. One of the highest authorities in our land, the Supreme Court, 
has become the high priestly family of our day where the law of the land is distorted to their own 
tune and because of the “power” they have, everyone falls in line blindly in sad ignorance 
thinking they make laws. Crime rates have sky-rocketed. Drugs are de-criminalized. Financially 
we are close to a point of no return as we see disastrous inflation, more debt, the closing of our 
economy for no good reason, and we have a group of major elites who have a power and a push 
to fundamentally change our way of life at a foundational level with ideas like a digital currency 
governed by centralized banks and social credit systems that reward the compliant and punish the 
noncompliant. What an absolute mess! And much of this exists, because of an unrepentant 
church that has retreated into a cave with no stand out in society or has become apostate, 
showing their true colors.  
 All these things are real problems and real wickedness, yet all these things have been 
given into the hands of Christ. But you know what? All of these issues that make for a real mess, 
they are nothing compared to this. The greatest evil ever done within human history and the very 
events that led to it, contributed to it, were given into the hands of Jesus. Judas and his plan to 
betray Jesus, so that Jesus would be arrested and killed is the pinnacle of wickedness. Bringing 
that event up here, which the pinnacle is in the death of the only truly innocent human being, 
shows just how true and real it is that all things, every single thing, comes underneath that and is 
included in that “all things.” This extreme and worst event, and it’s connected details, is to bring 
clarity to what is true. There is nothing that Jesus does not hold and to prove that truth, Judas is 
singled out. What a settled peace we should have, because of this fact. How so? How can we 
honestly make sense of all this? 
 All things are given into His hands. “Into His hands” emphasizes authority and power 
within the activity to accomplish a certain plan and purpose. It speaks to a commitment to 
someone’s protecting and upholding power. The supremacy of Christ over all things is shown in 
the statement, “all things given into His hands.” He holds them all. He governs them all. His 
perfect plan includes them all.  
 Two things are very important to understand when this is brought up.  
 1) Even satan’s activity is under the supreme sovereign rule of Christ. When this is said 
about Judas in conjunction with the death of Christ this magnifies examples like the narrative of 



Job in a tremendous way. We get the great blessing from God in the account of Job being a part 
of God’s Word. We see clearly that satan was allowed to attack Job, but that permission was 
under the sovereign control of God. Further under that sovereign control was the fact that satan 
could not take Job’s life. Now with satan using Judas to get to Jesus all of what will happen 
would be allowed by God and orchestrated by God on purpose. In fact, this clearly says that 
Jesus is the one who is in control of it, which is amazing, because He is the one that Judas 
betrays and He is the one who ends up getting hung on a cross and crucified. So, again, at any 
moment Jesus could’ve stopped this from happening. But all this that happens is what Job points 
to and in this, the difference compared to Job is that satan is now allowed to take Jesus’ life, but, 
ironically for satan, when Jesus dies He then rises in victory where sin and satan are defeated. 
What a bummer for satan when he is thinking he’s got Jesus where he wants Him. The very death 
of Jesus that he works for and achieves is the very thing that defeats him, because death cannot 
hold Jesus. Jesus raises from the grave and by doing so casts satan out.  
 2) Secondly, when this “all things given into the hands of Christ” is spoken of we need to 
recognize the standard by which He measures everything that is in His hands. The standard that 
He measures everything by is His Word, which as we just heard, will judge those who remain in 
their darkness. The very standard that many reject will be the standard by which they are judged. 
With a famine of the Word of God existing right now it will not fair well for people who reject it, 
ignore it, redefine it, or handle it in error and distorting falsehood, especially those who profess 
to be Christian, but really are not. All people are subject to this standard. No one is exempt. This 
means that if we reject or redefine the very central message and core of His Word then we are 
ruined. And this Word very clearly explains the judgment and mercy that come through Jesus 
through all things, which is the sovereign plan of God that was set before time began and before 
anyone would ever do anything.  
 A place that displays this one sovereign plan in relation to the schemes of the devil and 
the wickedness of man in the pinnacle of wickedness is in Acts 4:24-28 where Peter and John 
prayed. 
  24And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign 
Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25who through the 
mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, “‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
and the peoples plot in vain? 26The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were 
gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 27for truly in this city there were 
gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28to do whatever your hand and your 
plan had predestined to take place.  
 The greatest evil that was toward Christ was part of the plan of God used by God to bring 
about the greatest good for sinful man. This is a beautiful picture that gives clarity for our 
struggles that God was in complete control through the worst situation known to man, because 
He ordained it for a purpose, which was not only for mercy, but also justice. Judas was for a 
purpose and he is specifically prophesied about in the Old Testament. All will be accomplished 
according to the will and purpose of God. In this it is a guarantee that Jesus will go back to the 
Father and reclaim the Davidic throne, His throne to reign as King, which has always been the 
case anyway. He is always working to fulfill His plan and we even see that in this situation 
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where knowing everything about Judas and the work of satan, Jesus gets up from supper to 
minister to His disciples. Nothing deterred Him in any way. Nothing can stop Him. Nothing can 
keep Him from accomplishing His purpose.  
 This brings us to reflect on the bigger picture in three points. 
 1) God’s infinite ways. No matter how much of a mess our current situation is, in society, 
politics, economics, education, the church, families, you name it, God’s plan cannot get thwarted. 
Out of the mess He brings justice and mercy. Every act of disobedience from the wicked heart 
that is not covered by Christ will answer for their rebellion. Justice will be given. No one will get 
away with anything. That is so hard for us to grasp, because we see many people getting away 
with things in real time and we are so accustomed to just looking at the now. Psalm 2 is an 
incredibly important chapter in this regard. Go there and we will read the whole thing.  
 1Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, 
saying, 3“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” 4He who sits in the 
heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 5Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and 
terrify them in his fury, saying, 6“As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 7I will 
tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 8Ask of 
me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 9You 
shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 10Now 
therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 11Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. 12Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath 
is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.  
 The wickedness and audacity of sinful man’s rebellion against God in what they try to do 
should be something we recognize within the context of the rule and victory of Christ. As people 
like Klaus Schwab of the World Economic Forum conjure up ideas to change the world for a 
humanistic utopia it should be humorous to us to watch people like that plotting in vain. Their 
plans won’t work no matter if they happen within time and we have to go through them. Just 
because some things may happen, it doesn’t mean they work. While rulers set themselves up to 
run the world while they can’t even run their own country is laughable, because they will answer 
to God for how they’ve tried to dethrone Him and enthrone themselves with their agendas. The 
nations rage against the counsel of God and take on themselves leaders that counsel themselves 
in things that rage against God and Christ. Just look at the utterly incompetent and deceptive 
nominee for Supreme Court Justice who won’t define what a woman is, who won’t recognize 
that the Supreme Court does not make laws, which is basic civics 101, and who can’t judge the 
very educational content that teaches the wicked ideologies of Critical Race Theory to kids that a 
school uses in curriculums that she is a board member for. And she will be allowed to be one of 
our highest judges in our country?! They must be told where wisdom comes from and they must 
be warned about the judgment of Christ by His Word for those who rebel against Him and His 
Word. They must be called to kiss the Son, bow to the King, look to Christ alone, or else they 
will perish. This goes for all people who do not come to Christ truly, according to His terms set 
out in His gospel. This is a piece of the bigger picture that we must see and must see in passages 
like ours about all things being given into the hands of Christ.  
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 But this justice of God is not only poured out on the wicked, but it was poured out on the 
only one who was innocent, ever, so that mercy could be poured out on those that He came to 
save. This mercy is manifested in our lives when God brings us to see how sinful and lost we are. 
This mercy gives us a right view of who we are in the flesh. So in response we cry out for God to 
be merciful to us, because we, from the inner core of who we are to the outside, we are sinners 
through and through. In that mercy we see the beauty and utter glory of Christ as Lord and 
Savior.  
 2) Another piece of the bigger picture has to do with our finite understanding of events as 
we see them. We don’t know many of the details of God’s plan. Much of it is hidden from us. 
That’s why we need passages like this to be fueling our lives. And we need them to exist within 
the whole of God’s testimony, intact with the rest. We are to trust and be active in obedience to 
the revealed will of God, which we must increasingly know, so that we know how to walk 
through this life. We have to remember accounts like Job who did not know about the interaction 
of satan and God or how God offered him up or how satan was under the sovereign rule of God, 
or how everything would turn out through great tragedy and trial. He did not know those things, 
but at the end Job says, “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be 
thwarted. I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not 
know.” We ought to walk through every day with what is before us and face it equipped with 
God’s truth like this and be confident to make decisions, to seek godly, biblical counsel, to take 
stands in society, and to trust that God has one plan that cannot be thwarted. This ought to fuel 
motivation and trust at the same time. This calls for us to have a theological filter through which 
we sift everything that we face in this life, every issue. This involves a need for critical thinking, 
which is a lost art that must be revived in us by the grace of God. 
 Further into this fact that we have a finite understanding means that Jesus knew the secret 
plan of God, but we don’t. So in regard to what we face in this world that rages against God we 
are called to try and stop it and expose the evil plans of man, all the while knowing that God will 
vindicate Himself. So our trying to stop evil is not with violence, nor coercion, nor done with 
cunning and deceptive, underhanded ways. It is done from the understanding of God’s future 
justice as we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God while we 
proclaim Jesus as Lord. This is a really important aspect, because it weds together God’s 
sovereignty and our responsibility and it places an overarching trust in God that gives stability to 
face every day-to-day issue, no matter how big or small. That overarching trust grows as we 
know that God is sovereign over all human action. That’s not to say that everything will be a 
piece of cake, but it does mean that we can face everything with the strength and counsel that 
comes from Christ and His Word, if we are His own. This brings us to the third aspect of this 
bigger picture.     
 3) Jesus’ governance. This is Zion’s King and God in the flesh who is gathering in all His 
children while all His enemies come to be a footstool for His feet. This is what’s happening now 
and has been throughout all of human history, and especially after the earthly ministry of Jesus 
was complete. The cause of Christ is advancing in perfect alignment with the plan of God while 
the enemy is losing and has lost in reality. This is the case no matter what our landscape looks 
like that we see in front of us. And right now it looks really bad. It’s a mess. But we have to live 
like all things are in His hands, because they are. We need to live in the reality of the reign of 



Christ the King who will judge all the wicked and who will protect and gather in all His own for 
Himself. This is not some future escape from tribulation where we just hide and hope for it to 
come as we wait it out for a rapture, but this is a place of refuge in the Savior that moves, 
advancing the kingdom in the King now. All the people of the world, especially the rulers, the 
authorities, the elites that are rejecting Christ and His Word, should be fearful, because as Psalm 
2:5-6 says, 5Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 6“As 
for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” They should be fearful, because God the 
Father has set Christ the King, His Son, on Zion, His holy hill and He forever reigns on His 
throne. None come close to dethroning Him or thwarting His plan, yet many try constantly 
through their humanistic idolatry. At the same time, the Psalm ends, “Blessed are all who take 
refuge in him.” And this “taking refuge in Him” is not a hunkering down and settling in, but it is 
to move, with every movement, deliberate and intentional, purposeful and faithful, in Him. This 
means that none of our understanding is in and from us, none of our strength is in and from us, 
none of our purpose is in and from us, none of our hope is in and from us, none of our war is in 
and from us, and none of our strategy is in and from us. It is all in Christ, because all things have 
been given into His hands and we rest and move in that truth in Him. This means that we push 
for social change that honors God while we use His law and His gospel to confront sin and reveal 
Christ through everything we endeavor to do.
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