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The coming of the Kingdom 
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 and 2:1-12 

 
We link two passages from 2 Thessalonians for this study, to fill out what we have learned 
about the return of Christ from the first letter. Clearly, the matter is important to this young 
church, as it is to ourselves. 
 

God gets us ready for his kingdom (1:3-12) 
The believers at Thessalonica continue to have faith, love and perseverance even while they 
are being persecuted and afflicted. This is noted in the first letter (1:3-6), but this time, Paul 
tells us how significant their perseverance is. The persecution and their perseverance is clear 
evidence of God's righteous judgement in action, allowing the persecution and sustaining the 
believers so that, in the kingdom of God, they will not be unworthy members but worthy 
ones. Perseverance in faith is indispensable to entering the kingdom (Rev. 12:11; 13:10; 
14:12; 15:2; 16:15; 17:14; 21:7-8). 
 
This righteous judgement works out on the day when everyone will get what they deserve 
(John 5:29; Rom. 2:9-11)! The principle of jugement is shown in John 3:19-21, that is, 
everyone needs to come to the light of Christ so that it can be seen that their works are not 
their own self-righteousness, but the gift of God to those who trust his Son. This is the truth 
we must cling to through all pressure to do otherwise. This is the way we are made worthy of 
the kingdom, not deserving of it, but worthy. 
 
This legal aspect of enduring persecution is also said to be clear evidence (same word as 
above) to unbelievers of our salvation and of their coming judgement (Phil. 1:28). Obviously, 
more is going on when we endure suffering than our just getting through the trouble and into 
the kingdom. God is giving evidence to others of the truth of our salvation and giving us 
evidence that he is entirely right in giving us eternal life. 
 
The subtext or underside of this truth is that God will repay those who persecute Christians. 
This is in stark contrast to God's expectation of us; we are not to repay others for their evil 
deeds (1/5:15). God's repayment and vengeance is clearly different from our own. He thinks it 
right to punish unbelievers for persecuting us. This same principle is seen in the parable of the 
sheep and goats (Matt. 25:31-46). Nations who welcome messengers of the gospel are 
separated from nations who shunned them and each is given what they deserve. The same is 
true in Revelation: Babylon is paid back for her evil deeds, particularly her treatment of 
Christians (Rev. 18:6, 20, 24). However, there is a time for this, and it is not now. Think of 
how Christ greeted Paul on the Damascus road: 'It is hard for you to kick against the goads' 
(Acts 26:14). So there are two principles regarding vengeance: first, vengeance belongs to 
God and not to us, and second, that vengeance is for the time when Christ returns. This will 
be amplified in some comments on chapter two. 
 
The eternal destruction of unbelievers is not mentioned here to warn them, though they would 
be wise to take it as such; it mentioned to encourage believers. We need to know that God can 
deal with those who oppose Christ as Lord and that what they do will come to nothing. If they 
have wanted a world without knowing God and receiving his redemption, if they have not 
wanted the presence of the Lord (Jesus) and the glory of his power, then that is precisely what 
they will have, forever. This is God's vengeance. We are not told this so as to sanction 
vengeful feelings towards those who persecute us. We must remain like God who is 'slow to 
anger' and like Christ who thinks of how difficult it is to maintain unbelief. We must let this 
remain God's business. He thinks it just to repay. We must leave that with him. 
 



On the other hand, the day of reckoning is when the outshing glory of Christ will be in us, and 
those wanting to know the full glory of Christ will see it by looking at us. But we will have no 
eyes for ourselves; we will have eyes only for him who has redeemed us. All this has flowed 
from the simple preaching of the gospel at Thessalonica. 
 
Paul returns to the matter of being worthy of the kingdom. He does not presume on it but asks 
for it. How will God judge us to be worthy of his kingdom? He will fulfill our newly given 
desires for good and empower the outworking of our faith. 
 

God waits until sin has run its full course (2:1-12) 
Some falsely directed enthusiasts at Thessalonica are saying that the day of the Lord has 
already come. In effect, they are saying that what we have now is all there is. The day of the 
Lord is an Old Testament phrase indicating that there is a day when God will attend to all the 
wrong among his people and in the whole world. In the New Testament, it becomes the day 
of Christ because all judgement is entrusted to him. How could anyone say that Christ had 
finished all he is going to do in this present world. It is demeaning of his purpose and power 
to say the least to assume that Christ has done all he can do. The assumption that his leads to 
is that we must 'make good' all that he has begun and this leads to many harmful results. The 
so-called Christian Crusades in the 12th and 13th centuries are one example. 
 
The truth is that 'the rebellion', 'the man of lawlessness', 'the son of destruction' calling 
himself 'God' must be revealed first. Does he have in mind a particular person to come? Does 
he think this will happen sooner or later? We have similar teaching in 1 John and there, an 
'antichrist' (not against Christ but in place of Christ) or the spirit of antichrist is already at 
work within the church, in the form or false teachers (1 John 2:18, 22: 4:3; 2 John 7). Again, 
Revelation 13 describes a beast that seems to emulate the person and mission of Christ, and 
this time, it is a civil power. Perhaps Paul, in Thessalonians, is simply saying that evil will 
have its full play before Christ comes.  
 
Then again, this power is restrained until the restrainer is taken away. It is just as difficult to 
identify this restrainer as it is the other images used, but what is clear is that evil is restrained, 
and when it is not restrained, it will reveal that it has not been altered one whit by its being 
restrained. Paul is telling the Thessalonians that evil is evil and always will be and that they 
cannot expect a coming of Christ that will preclude their having to deal with all kinds of evil 
and suffering. But then, this evil is restrained, and when it is released from this restraint, the 
Lord Jesus will bring it to nothing by the breath of his mouth (c.f. Rev. 19:15). 
 
Even the evil of this 'man of sin' has his purpose. He acts to deceive those who will not 
believe the gospel. In this, he does nothing but work with God in his confusing of those who 
reject his truth. 
 
God does not judge iniquity until it is 'complete'. This is what God told Abraham (Gen. 
15:16). It was only when the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was 'complete' that judgement fell 
(Gen. 19:13). Abraham's question to God is important for us: 'Shall not the God of all the 
earth do right?' We need to know the answer to this as much as Abraham did. God will not 
punish the righteous with the wicked. In fact, even now, he is willing to preserve whole cities 
for the sake of 10 righteous people who may live in it. Such is his compassion, and his 
willingness to heed our prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


