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KJV – Luke 9:57-62 

 

“Let the Dead bury the Dead” 

     That land of an uncloudy day I am really looking forward to it friends and I hope that you are too. 
But more importantly I hope that you are ready. I hope that you have made thing right with God, 
with the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost because they are one. I hope that you have made things 
right and prepared yourself for the great day of the LORD. Because one day He is coming back and 
He is going to get His Church and He’s going to take us on home to Glory.  
 
     And like Jesus told Nicodemus in John chapter three He said: Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Friends unless you 
have been bought with a price and sealed unto the day of redemption, kept by the power of God you 
will never enter the gates of that city.  
 
     You must be Spiritually alive through and by the death the burial and the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and the faith in His finished work; because Paul said in Romans chapter three that we are 
justified by Faith without deeds of the law. And friends you have to have the faith in Christ and then 
you will be able to partake in that glorious uncloudy day.  
 
     And oh, what a day that will be. The Bible says that when Jesus comes back His second coming 
now not the rapture. And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and 
toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward 
the north, and half of it toward the south. 
 
     My prayer is that you make things ready with the LORD before that day. Now open your Bibles to 
the New Testament book of Luke chapter nine. The very first that I read this text in the Bible I had 
several thoughts come to mind. Probably the most common of any of them would be; “The test of 
Discipleship,” or maybe even, “What’s First.” 
 
     That is not what I had mind as I read and study in the book of Luke just recently; chapter nine  
verses 57 thru 62 because there was one verse that really stood out from all the others. It got me to 
thinking about something it started me thinking about the spirituality of mankind and the salvation 
of the believer. That is what I would like to touch on today, Death and Salvation, or one might say, 
life or death. 

Luke 9:57-62 

57And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow 
thee whithersoever thou goest.  
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 58And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head.  

 59And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.  

 60Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.  

 61And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at 
home at my house.  

 62And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God. 

     Now I’m sure all of you very well know what this passage in its entirety is talking about, but 
today I want to use these verses to deal with something just a little different, something that we 
often over look when reading this text. Let the Dead bury the Dead! 

     Look again at verse sixty: Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach 
the kingdom of God.  

     How in the world can the dead bury the dead? When the LORD Jesus said unto him, let the dead 
bury their dead; just what is He talking about? Was the LORD talking about the physical type of 
death of man? No! He was speaking of the spiritual man and the spiritual death of mankind that 
occurred way back before even we were born. Way back to the Garden of Eden, in Genesis we see 
where the spiritual death of man occurred. 

Genesis 2:16-17 

16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:  

 17But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

     Man did not experience a nature death, as in the physical being or physical state that day. He died 
spiritually that day and was longer in fellowship with the LORD God. This break of the LORD’s 
commandment causes two types of death to befall upon all mankind. Instantly, a spiritual death 
which resulted in the break of fellowship with God. 

     The curse of natural death that would befall mankind, because the tree of life was no longer 
available to him because of that break in fellowship. 

Romans 5:12 

12Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned: 
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     That very day that Adam and Eve ate of the tree of knowledge, they died. They were in sin, and 
this would serve cause for the plan of redemption for all mankind. Something, somehow, someone 
had to reconcile them back to God. 

     The word DIE in the Hebrew lexicon, states the following: To die, to wither, to decay, to be dead; to 
kill, to slay, to bring to death. Death as the result of Sin. 

     The lexicon went on to say, “That a Holy God must separate Himself from anything which is not in 
harmony with His character.” 

     Therefore when our first parents, Adam and Eve sinned, they had to leave paradise. The endemic 
order of the earth was thrown into a spiraling fall into the bottomless pits of sin and of hell. Adam 
and Eve were no longer permitted to continue eating from the tree of life, so therefore one day they 
would surely die. 

     One that very same day, which they ate from the tree of Knowledge and took upon them the 
curse of a natural death, they also died spiritually. They were now in sin; therefore they were 
spiritually separated from God. There had to be such separation from the LORD because of His 
sinless nature and character. 

     They were like small children, under the age of accountability from the beginning. Once they had 
made the choice to be disobedient to the will of God they received knowledge by doing so through 
the sin act. Therefore the age of innocence for them was broken; they had reached a state of 
accountability in the eyes of God because of that power of knowledge they had received from that 
forbidden fruit. The power to know and the power to choose, and they chose evil over God. They 
chose the lies of Satan over the commandant of God that resulted in a spiritual death and spiritual 
separation from God. 

     Here is another detailed case of spiritual death mentioned in the Bible. 

Luke 15:23-24 

23And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:  

24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 

     The boy’s father said he was dead and now alive; he was lost and now found. He was talking 
about his spiritual state, his fellowship with God. 

Luke 15:32 

32It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive 
again; and was lost, and is found. 

     The fall of man cost a lot, in fact it cost everything. It cost the Savior coming and paying the 
ultimate price for the sin debt of the world. That’s right; Jesus Christ has already paid the price for 
who so ever will. 
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     Just like Adam and Eve had died spiritually the day they ate of the tree of knowledge, just like in 
Luke chapter nine, when Jesus told them to let the dead bury their dead. Just like the story of the 
prodigal son in Luke chapter fifteen who was dead spiritually. All of these cases in the Word of God 
show us spiritual death. 

     From that time in human history to this very day, we all have it for we are all the seed of Adam 
and from birth we are born into sin. The fall of man cost a lot, so far we see that he has been cursed 
with physical death and has also died spiritually being separated from the fellowship of God. 

Let’s recap these deaths: 

Spiritual Death 

Physical Death 

     Now I want you to fully understand the ultimate penalty for sin. Because it comes in a total of 
three forms to fulfill its complete purpose. As in most things of great significance in the Scriptures 
we see three of most things. There are the three persons of the Godhead, three parts of man; the 
soul, body and the spirit. The three heavens, the three earths and now we look into the word of God 
and see three deaths. 

     Because the ultimate penalty for sin is a spiritual death then a physical death and lastly the 
second death of man. The Bible tells us that this will come as the final payment for the final penalty 
for sin at the Great White Throne Judgment. 

Revelation 20:10-15 

10And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and 
the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.  

11And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away; and there was found no place for them.  

12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works.  

13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were 
in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  

14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  

15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 
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So now we have three types of the death of mankind: 

Spiritual Death 

Physical Death 

The Second Death 

     Now there is another form of death that doesn’t fall under the penalty of sin category because 
that form of death has to deal with dying out to sin. 

     The Prodigal Son was lost but now he is found. He was dead and now is alive again, that boy 
repented down there in the hog pen, he came to himself. 

Luke 15:17-19 

17And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough  

and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  

18I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and  

before thee,  

19And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 

     That young boy repented right there, you see friends one can’t truly repent unless they first 
believe. Because true repentance comes from the heart it isn’t something that is just said, it isn’t 
something that is just thought up in the moment. Repentance comes from the heart and it can and 
will change your life forever. 

     The son in this story repented before he even saw his father. He repented down at the hog pen. 
He had already repented in his heart, when that happened he was changed and he was passed from 
death unto life, why? 

Because, He repented! 

     He repented even before he came back to his father because he had been changed. You see true 
repentance will change you because of the who, who you are asking to forgive you and turning from 
your sin to God. He believed, he repented and he was changed, he was passed from death unto life. 

Luke 15:20 

20And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 

     He was changed after the conviction when the belief and repentance occurred.  
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     The son could have changed his story at the last moment based off of the father’s reaction, but 
there was true repentance. He could have said to his father, “Father my investments failed and I was 
bring what little I had left back home. But no, because true repentance occurred, he knew what he 
would say to his father on his knees in the hog pen back when he was in the far off county eating the 
husk of the swine. 

     The Bible says that the father saw him a great way off, ran to meet him, he had compassion, fell 
on his neck and kissed him. The son could have changed his story right then and there, not to 
disappoint. Or maybe to make himself look a little better in his father’s eyes because he knew from 
that positive reaction of his father that all was well. 

     He didn’t because he was a changed man. He was different because of true repentance. He had 
passed from death unto life. He tells his father the same words from the hog pen, humble words, 
ashamed and begging for grace. 

Luke 15:21 

21And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son. 

He was passed, different, a changed man. 

John 5:24 

24Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

     The younger son was dead spiritually, and was condemned to die a natural death as all men. He 
was also facing upcoming in his future after his natural physical death the judgment and the 
payment for the penalty for sin, the second death.  

     Each and every one of us faces a spiritual death because of man’s original sin in the garden. We 
further face a natural death at the end of life’s road.  We will then all stand at judgment and face the 
second death unless we accept the free grace of God,  the payment for our sins that was made on the 
cross by the LORD Jesus Christ. 

At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light,                
And the burden of my heart rolled away. 

It was there by faith I received my sight,                                                                                      
And now I am happy all the day! 

 
 


