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“Grace or Works?” 

Introduction: 

     Praise the LORD! I am glad friends that He is the only one that can change your life completely, 
forever and for all eternity. I believe without a shadow of a doubt; He can take you out of the mire 
and put you in the choir. Friends He is the King of kings and LORD of Lords, He is Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the first and the last. He is my Saviour, and I thank God tonight for His 
Grace.  Because I am not saved friends and my named did not get enrolled in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life because of anything that I have done. It is not of any good works, any keeping of the law, any 
good deeds or any good merit; because the Bible says it is by God’s Grace and God’s Grace only that 
I am saved.  

     Friends, if you look that word grace up and study it; you will see that it is unmerited favor, 
unmerited favor. And that is exactly what it is friends I did not deserve it, I was undeserving, you 
were undeserving. Because we cannot work for it, you cannot work to get it and friends you cannot 
work to keep it! Grace is unmerited favor and that is what I would like to talk about tonight. The 
title of this message is called “Grace or Works?”  

     “Grace or Works?” and I want to talk about the difference between the two. I want to talk about 
the difference between Grace and Works. You see many people will swear up and down that a 
person is saved by grace through faith, but it’s is that person’s works through their faith that keeps 
them saved. Now friends that is not so! Because if a person tells you that, really by saying that they 
are saying that grace, faith and works saves you.  Because they are saying that you are saved by 
grace through faith but you have to work to stay saved? Well then it is a continual process then.  

     You understand when Jesus saves you, He saves you! You are sealed until the day of redemption 
and that is what I want to talk about this evening. This is more of a message on eternal security 
really. But it’s about grace and works; it’s about grace and faith. Let’s take a closer look at the 
difference between faith and works to better understand this concept. Then we’ll look at grace and 
works.  You need to understand that faith and works are both of divine appointment, and both of 
them are needful to the true believer.  

     You see a person cannot be a believer in Christ Jesus without faith, and without works there is no 
evidence of the faith. Both elements are found in the life of the true believer. Just what is faith? Faith 
means the belief or total dependence upon Jesus Christ and the truth written in God’s Word for 
salvation. You cannot be saved without faith which means you can truly never ever please God. 
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Hebrews 11:6 

6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

     Faith is needed to be saved, and it is need to produce good works. But those works that you 
produce after you have accepted the LORD Jesus Christ as Saviour they do not save you. For you 
were already saved by God’s Grace. Those good works simply show a good testimony of your faith. 

Hebrews 11:1 

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

     Now let’s turn over to the book of Ephesians chapter two verses eight through ten for our key 
text this evening. These are some of my favorite verses here.  

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     Praise the LORD, friends Ephesians chapter two verses eight through ten simply state that we are 
saved by the grace of God, through faith. And that it is not of anything we can do or any works or 
keeping of the Law, the Ten Commandments but simply by Grace. Once we are saved we are created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works.  

     What people fail to realize, and fail to have the faith to trust in the LORD Jesus for; is that He 
saved them by His grace and His grace alone. He saved you unto good works not because of good 
works. Once He saved you He will never turn His back on you. But this thing, Grace just what is it? 
The Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary defines grace as the following: 

- A. unmerited divine assistance given humans for their regeneration and sanctification. 
- B. an unmerited virtue coming from God. 

     So does grace and grace alone, save us? No! It’s by grace through faith. 

     You see grace comes from God. Used in the definition was the word unmerited. What does that 
mean? Unmerited simply means that you don’t deserve it; you see we all deserve to spend an 
eternity in Hell, because we are all sinner by nature, by birth and by choice. You have to understand 
that everyone owes a debt for their sin. The Bible says that all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. The price of your sin is death. Not the natural death as we know of today, because 
everyone knows that at one point and time everyone will one day die. 
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     The death I’m speaking of here is the second death. 

Romans 6:23 

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Revelation 20:14 

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

Revelation 14:11 

11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, 
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 

     Jesus Christ came and paid the price for all the sin debt. All we have to do is to have the faith to 
accept Him as our LORD and Saviour. So by His Grace through our faith are we saved. It’s not by any 
of our works that save us, nor is it by our good works that keep us saved. But by the grace of our 
LORD and Saviour Jesus Christ alone. 

John 3:36 

36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

     That verse says: He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: It didn’t say, He that believeth 
on the Son and doeth good works will have everlasting life. Because you are not saved by your 
works, but by grace through faith. Simply by your faith in believing in the LORD Jesus Christ alone, 
that He will save you and forgive you of your sins, through that and the LORD’s Grace, friends that’s 
what saves you. 

Ephesians 2:8 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

     The Word of God can give no comfort to anyone who depends on their works to save them or to 
even keep them saved. For my Bible tells me that: there is none righteous, no not one. Friends you 
have to understand there are two kinds of people in this world, lost sinners and saved sinners. 
That’s right if you get saved, give your heart and life totally to Jesus you will still sin. Why? Because 
it is in the nature of man; because we are all of the seed of Adam and for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. 

     So that same grace that saves you, will it take you through all the way to the end? Yes friends it 
most certainly will. God’s grace is everlasting to the believer, just like the life He gives you once that 
you put your faith in Him. So preacher are you saying that once you are saved you are always 
saved? Like, once in grace always in grace? Yes friends that’s what I’m saying.  
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     Do not misunderstand me though, this doesn’t mean that you have a license to sin. Just because 
you can’t lose your salvation doesn’t mean that you can go back to doing what you once did or keep 
on willfully sinning and get away with it. 

     This assurance of salvation does not mean that. Because it does matter, if a Christian sins or not 
you see it matter tremendously. Because sin is sin! There are no such things as little sins or big sins 
in the eyes of God. Sin is sin point blank and the LORD God will chastise His children who sin. Why? 
Because He loves us that’s why. 

Hebrews 12:6-8 

6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? 

8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 

     The LORD God said that He would chasteneth and scourgeth His sons, so no child of God ever 
gets away with sin. God’s children from His chastening and scourging are certain to suffer heartache 
and loss along with embarrassment and shame. But that Christian is never expelled from the family 
of God, because of their sin. Why? Because Jesus paid the price already for their and they have been 
saved by His grace. 

     Sin does hurt, and you cannot get away with it as a Christian. But as far as the salvation of your 
soul is concerned it has already been saved. Yes the Christian’s sin will cause a lot of trouble but it 
can never cause you to be cast away from God. I’ve heard people say all my life, “the LORD don’t 
leave you, you have to leave the LORD.” Well this statement is common sense if you believe what 
Jesus told us. 

Hebrews 13:5 

5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

Matthew 28:20 

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

     But can a person fall away from God, and still be saved? Can a person still believe but stop 
showing any signs of good works? Yes friends they can, but that has nothing to do with their 
justification that is dealing with their sanctification.  

John 3:16 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 



5 
 

Grace or Works?        Grace Baptist Church 
 

John 3:18 

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

John 3:36 

36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

     Paul and Silas told the Philippian jailor when he ask them the question, Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved? 

Acts 16:31 

31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

     With Philip and the Ethiopian after Philip had preached unto him Jesus. They came to a spot of 
water and the Ethiopian Eunuch said: See here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 

Acts 8:37-38 

37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip 
and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 

     You see friends all it takes to be saved is faith by the grace of God. And once you are saved you 
are secure. To believe on the LORD Jesus Christ means to trust in Him for your salvation not just for 
that moment in time but for all eternity. The only way to keep your salvation is the same way you 
got your salvation. 

     That very first act of faith when you trusted in the LORD Jesus Christ to save you. The LORD’S 
grace at the time saved you for all eternity. Let me show you what I mean. Let’s take a look again at 
what the Apostle Paul said in Romans. 

Romans 4:5 

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. 

     What the Apostle Paul told us here friends; is that your works after salvation don’t mean squat 
when it comes to keeping you saved. But that act of faith by believing on Him, that simple act 
justifies you and your faith is counted for righteousness. 
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Romans 3:23-31 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. 

27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 

30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

     This is one of my favorite texts to show people that we are not justified by our so called good 
works or by keeping the law. But simply by believing we are justified by that one simple act of faith 
and saved by God’s amazing grace.  

     Now let’s take a look at some point within Romans chapter three verses twenty-three through 
thirty-one.  I want to bring out four quick points before I close. 

Romans 3:25 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

1. Forbearance: 

     Forbearance is the ability to forgive even before the act is committed. This verse says that God 
has already set forth the sacrifice or the price for the sin of the world. Through believing in the 
saving power of the Son of God and His blood you can declare HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS for the price of 
all the sins that are past, through God’s forbearance.  

     God has forgiven you of every sin that you ever committed, thus the remission of the sins that are 
past. But God has also forgiven you of every sin that you will ever commit, why? Because of His 
forbearance, not only has He forgiven you of them but He has cast them into the depths of the sea, 
to be remembered no more. 
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2. Righteousness: 

Romans 3:25-26 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. 

     The Bible speaks of His Righteousness. Well who’s righteousness is it speaking of because the 
Bible says; there is none righteous, no not one. Not one except the LORD Jesus Christ; because it’s His 
Righteousness. 

     Verse twenty-five states: to declare his righteousness. And verse twenty-six states: To declare, I 
say, at this time his righteousness: Who, who, who’s righteousness? The LORD Jesus Christ; because 
when you get saved when you have that experience of salvation, the Bible says that you are bought 
with a price and that price is the blood of Jesus Christ. That blood was applied to your life for the 
remission of your sins and now you are a Child of God. 

     If you have faith in Him and in His blood you can declare His righteousness because that blood 
has been applied to your life and to your sins. You are washed and made clean, whole, a new 
creature. Now when God the Heavenly Father looks upon you He does not see sin in the way it was 
in your life but He sees the righteousness that comes from the shed blood of His only begotten Son. 

     Let’s look at two more verses than we will move on to the next point. 

Romans 10:3-4 

3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, 
have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 

     Once you are saved you need to understand this; I don’t care how long you have believed what 
you believe. I don’t care what you have been taught because the Holy Word of God says that you are 
righteous and justified because of your faith in Jesus and not by establishing yourself in the law or 
good works, but to everyone that believeth! 

3. Conclusion: 

Romans 3:28 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

     Conclusion, we are justified by faith without the deeds of the law. Paul said it friends, not me! No 
friends God said it. God said that you are not justified by the deeds of the law, which by the way are 
those so called good works, all of this does not justify you but that simple act of faith in Him. 
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     Yes, that act of faith saves you and that same act of faith will keep you saved. It’s not your works 
and it’s not the keeping of the Law. It’s God’s grace through faith that saves us and keeps us saved. 
Let me say this folks, if the power of God is not strong enough to keep you saved what makes you 
think that it’s strong enough to even save you. I’ve got news for you friends. It is, He will save you, if 
you have the faith and once He does He will keep you saved. 

Philippians 1:6 

6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ: 

II Corinthians 1:21-22 

21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 

22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 

Ephesians 4:30 

30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

     Folks that word sealed, I don’t know what it means to you but to me, and sealed means just what 
it says, sealed! To confirm or make secure for eternity, or to make with a stamp as an evidence of 
standard, exactness, to determine irrevocably or indisputably: Sealed! 

     Bought with a price, sealed; praise God I am sealed and on my way to heaven. Along with every 
other born again believer, sealed unto the day of redemption and don’t you ever let anybody tell 
you that you can lose your salvation because you can’t, not if you’ve been sealed by God. 

4. Execution: 

     Last point: 

Romans 3:31 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

     Do we make void the law? No friends what Paul is saying here is so many times misunderstood. 
He asked them a question and answered it all together. He said since one is not justified by the law, 
or good deeds, or good works but only by faith. Then should we do away with the law? Paul 
answered and said no, God forbid we ever do anything like that but we establish the law. 

     Because it is by us keeping those laws of God, that shows a testimony of our faith. That lets 
people know that we are saved and eternally secure. As a matter of fact the Apostle Paul was so 
sure that the believer was secure in Christ look at what he said about it. 
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Romans 8:35-39 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

     Paul was sure of his salvation and he was secure in his salvation. Because Paul knew as a result of 
his salvation he would receive everlasting life. Because the LORD God said it and Paul knew that 
Jesus was the giver of this everlasting life and all it took was faith in Him. 

John 5:24 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

     Once you are passed from death unto life, you are passed. You understand you don’t go back into 
death after receiving everlasting life from God Almighty. You are passed from death unto life and all 
it took was an act of faith. 

     Once you are saved you are saved. Jesus did not say that it was a probationary plan of salvation 
which depended upon you working hard for God in order to keep it, or else you’d lose it. Because 
you can’t lose it and if you say that you did lose it, well then friends you never had it to start with. 

John 10:28 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 

     Friends I would like to close by saying this: God wants you to be saved. He also wants you to be 
assured of your eternal security. Do not let anyone rob you of your joy in Christ. Praise God for what 
He has done for you. Because He is worthy to be praised and you were made to praise Him. 

Revelation 4:11 

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 
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     Remember that God saved us according to His own purpose and grace. Not anything of our own 
but all of God. We are justified simply by believing in Him for then our faith will be counted for 
righteousness because of the blood of Christ. 

     We are not perfect, we must all strive to do our very best and yes we will sin. 

I John 1:9-10 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 

 

 

 

 


