
A Moment of Truth 
John 8:1-11 

John 8:7  
7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, 

He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 

John 8:10–11  
10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto 
her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 
She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: 

go, and sin no more. 

Opening drama:  Jesus’s teaching is interrupted by a woman dragged in front of 
the crowd and accused of adultery  

• Men are holding stones ready to hurl them 
• There is anger in the faces of the accusers 
• The onlookers are stunned  
• Meanwhile Jesus is just processing all the accusations.  

Mark it down - you may not be publicly humiliated like this woman, but you 
will have to answer for your sin! 

The accuser says guilty.  

Revelation 12:10  
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God 
day and night. 

The Big Idea: We must all face the face that we are guilty as accused. 

I. Exposed and Humbled  

John 8:3–6  
3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; 
and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman 
was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, 
that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting 
him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his 
finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 



Unlike today, the sin of adultery was a serious crime in biblical days-punishable 
by death.   We don’t know how she was caught in the act. Perhaps it was a set-
up. 

Here they were using the law to back their actions up although they weren’t 
completely accurate in the law.  They were trying to trap Jesus, however Lev. 
20:10 says, “If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife-with the wife of 
his neighbor-both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.”  

Likewise, Deut. 22:22 says, “If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, 
both the man who slept with her and the woman must die. You must purge the evil 
from Israel.”  

So, where was the man? By only bringing the woman the Pharisees showed that 
they didn’t really care about fulfilling the requirements of the law, they just 
wanted to trap Jesus. They thought they had him right where they wanted him. 

• If Jesus said, “don’t stone her” then they could accuse him of going 
against the law which would have turned the Jews against him. 

• If Jesus said, “stone her” then they could report him to the Roman 
officials since the Romans did not allow the Jews to carry out any capital 
punishment. Either way he would be labeled a lawbreaker.  

II. Confronted and Convicted 

John 8:6–9  
6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus 
stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them 
not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, 
He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And again he 
stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 9 And they which heard it, being 
convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, 
even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the 
midst. 

Jesus turns the tables on the Pharisees! (vs. 6b-9).  

• They tried to trap Jesus, but he keeps his cool.  
• Like Jesus did so many times, he doesn’t directly answer their question.  
• He knows it’s a trap, so in His divine wisdom He turns the tables. He 

stoops down and writes.  
• He is acting like He did not hear them... 

This is the only place in scripture where Jesus wrote something. And, ironically, 
the only record we have where Jesus wrote and we don’t know what He wrote.  



There have been different suggestions about this writing, but the most plausible 
one comes from the meaning behind the Greek word used here, “katagraphein” 
which is taken from the two Greek words “kata” which means against and 
“graphein” which means to write.  

Therefore, the word, “katagraphein” means to write down a record against 
someone. 

 With this in mind many believe Jesus, knowing the hearts of these men, 
was listing their sins. 

He interrupts his writing and stands up and makes the bold statement that 
turned the spotlight around and put it on them. “If any one of you is without sin, 
let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” Then he stoops down and starts 
writing again.  

The Greek word used here “anamarthov” means the same kind of sin. Therefore, 
if Jesus was writing down their sins, it more than likely included adultery, as 
well as any other sins that would get them stoned.  

Therefore, when Jesus said, “he who is without sin cast the first stone” he was 
probably pointing to what he had written.  

“Whoever is not guilty of these sins I’ve written down can cast the first one. If 
you want to stone her go ahead; by the law this is just punishment for her 
actions.  However, if you do stone her to death; you will be next for the offenses 
you have committed and have kept a secret-until now.” 

III. Released and Restored 

John 8:10–11  
10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto 
her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 
She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, 
and sin no more. 

Can you imagine the fear this woman held as she was standing there before 
Jesus?  Her fate was basically sealed according to the law. She was as good as 
dead. Then, all of a sudden, she notices them, one by one they start to drop 
their stones and walk away.  

Jesus stuns her with the question, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?” In the literal translation the woman answers, “No one, Lord”. 
She could’ve addressed Jesus in a variety of ways, but she called him, “Lord”. 



This sinner recognized Jesus for who He was, the Lord . She had eyes to see 
what the religious ones didn’t. The religious leaders walked away, still in their 
sin, under the condemnation they sought to put the woman in.  

Yet it was the woman who would walk away free as Jesus tells her, “Then 
neither do I condemn you.”  Can you imagine the liberation she must have felt 
knowing that instead of having to prepare herself for her ugly death she was 
going to be allowed to live and walk away?  

Jesus always wants to extend mercy to take care of our misery. 

Romans 8:1–2  
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 

Jesus did not condemn her because he knew the condition of her heart. She was 
convicted and repentant. However, Jesus didn’t let her off the hook. He didn’t 
give her a free pass to go and continue her life as it was.  

John 8:11  
11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, 
and sin no more. 

Our accuser, Satan, is holding the stones of condemnation. Death awaits us. 
But, praise God, Jesus frees us.  

A moment of truth comes to us all.  

We are all guilty before God. 

We ask God to forgive us by accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. 

Have you been set free from your sin? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 


