The Church: Nature, Marks, and Purpose
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11. The Church D
Matthew 16:18 "
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Calvin said, “Wherever we see the Word of God purely preaches and heard, and the

sacraments administered according to Christ’s institution, there, it is not to be doubted, a

church of God exists.”

Belgic Confession Article 29 “The true church can be recognized if it has the following

marks: The church engages in the pure preaching of the gospel; it makes use of the pure

administration of the sacraments as Christ instituted them,; it practices church discipline

for correcting faults. In short, it governs itself according to the pure Word of God,

rejecting all things contrary to it and holding Jesus Christ as the only Head. By these

marks one can be assured of recognizing the true church-- and no one ought to be

separated from it.”
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