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BLESSED BY WHAT WE SEE AND HEAR
Luke 10:21-24

I take knowledge about God for granted. Of course there is a
God who created all things, who sovereignly rules over all events,
who is the eternal Judge, and who has revealed His character in detail
in the Bible. 

I am just as certain that the man named Jesus from Nazareth is
God the Son who came to live on earth perfectly under the law of
God stated in the Bible. I am so certain that I would like to think that
I would die rather than recant my faith in the truth about Jesus. With
all my heart I believe that God the Son shed His blood and died on
the cross to pay the penalty for my sins, rose from the grave to prove
it, and now intercedes for me with God the Father in Heaven.

Furthermore, I believe with all my heart that God the Holy
Spirit is living within me right now. I cannot explain how this works,
but I believe He is present with me teaching me from the Bible,
guiding me, strengthening, yeah, doing supernatural kind of stuff in
me and for me all the time.

I don’t intend to shock you, but there are a lot of people in the
world who think I’m nuts. Okay, maybe it’s not that bad. But the vast
majority of people alive in the world today do not agree with the
assertions I just made. Some of them agree with ideas that are similar
such as, “There is a god somewhere who might have created things
in a progressive sort of way.” Or there are people who believe there
are many different gods. Or there are many religious people who
believe that God is the eternal judge who will decide whether people
should go to heaven or to hell. Therefore, they work diligently to
keep manmade rules in order to sway the Judge’s opinion so He will
let them into heaven.
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Why don’t all the people believe the assertions I have made?
We might especially wonder why people do not believe that Jesus of
Nazareth was God the Son, equal to God the Father, on earth to gain
salvation for penitent sinners through His bodily sacrifice. Why don’t
people believe that? It is a pretty bizarre idea. How radical is it that
sinners can have their sins forgiven by simply confessing them and
trusting that Jesus covers them over with His blood? 

Actually, it takes a miracle to believe that. No one relying
simply on human wisdom and experience will ever come to that
conclusion. The closest humans can get is to conclude that we are
sinners, and we better get busy trying to atone for our sins by
performing as many good works as possible. 

Jesus taught that the miracle of knowing Him, which is true
wisdom, is the gift of God. It is the work of God the Holy Spirit to
convict of sin. It is God the Father’s work to give knowledge and
wisdom. It is God the Son’s work to be the channel through which
God the Father sends that wisdom and knowledge. We poor,
spiritually blind and spiritually dead sinners are wholly dependent on
God to be kind and merciful to reveal the incredible truth that is by
nature hidden from us in our sinful condition. That God is so kind and
merciful to us that He made us His children ought to make us rejoice.

The Father’s Sovereign Pleasure (v.21).

Luke’s account of the Good News gives us an important insight
into Trinitarian relationships. Notice that God the Son rejoiced in
God the Holy Spirit. In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit
(v.21a). That same hour is another one of Luke’s chronological
identifiers that refers to when the seventy messengers returned and
were recounting the responses to Christ’s power working through
them. That means, therefore, that it was that same hour when Jesus
explained that He observed Satan’s power being ripped away every
time a soul trusted the message of the kingdom of God and was
ripped out of Satan’s domain (10:18).

While the messengers were rejoicing in the results of God’s
work, God the Son rejoiced in the Holy Spirit. That should not
surprise us because God the Holy Spirit was active throughout the
incarnation, ministry, atonement, and resurrection of God the Son. He
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placed the divine seed that was born as Jesus in Mary at the outset.
Gabriel taught Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to
be born will be called holy – the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). When God
the Son began His public ministry, He was accompanied by the Holy
Spirit. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him”
(Matthew 3:16). And immediately the Holy Spirit led Him into the
wilderness where He was tempted after fasting for forty days
(Matthew 4:1). He undertook His ministry in Galilee in the power of
the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:14). By the Holy Spirit Jesus cast out demons
(Matthew 12:28). He promised to send the Holy Spirit to replace Him
in His relationship with His followers (John 14:17).

Now we see Jesus responded to the messengers’ reports, filled
up with joy because of the ministry of the Holy Spirit within Him.
God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, and God the Father all rejoiced
together to see the power of Satan defeated. We who are indwelt by
the same Holy Spirit ought to rejoice when we observe God’s work
being done. This response was like that of Mary, who was so
overwhelmed by the work of God the Father sending the Holy Spirit
to her so she would give birth to God the Son, that she burst out,
“And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke 1:47). Luke used
the same word for rejoice there as he did to describe Jesus’s
emotional response. If it was okay for Jesus, moved by the Holy
Spirit, to get emotional about God’s work, it is probably okay for us
on occasion to have a few emotions about what God is doing in us.

Rejoicing in the Holy Spirit, God the Son thanked God the
Father. He said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth”
(v.21b). This was a most significant title. Lord of heaven and earth
was the supreme designation of the Jewish people of the One true
God, their God. It is the same truth God had revealed through His
messenger Isaiah 700 years earlier. Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is
my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is the house that you
would build for me, and what is the place of my rest?” (Isaiah 66:1).
This title for God was so significant that the Jews wanted to kill Jesus
for implying that the Great God was His Father. John recorded, This
was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not
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only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his
own Father, making himself equal with God  (John 5:18).

And, because of the Son’s work in our behalf, we too rejoice in
the same intimate relationship with God as our Heavenly Father.
There is also a divine relationship with created beings. God the Son
rejoiced in the work God the Father was doing, even the work of
revealing and concealing His truth. Is it hard for us to read that Jesus
rejoiced that God hides truths from the self-righteous? He rejoiced
“that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding”
(v.21c).

“These things” refer to the truths revealed about Jesus, God the
Son. In his account of the Good News, Luke has systematically
presented evidence after evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is equal with
God the Father. Jesus demonstrated authority over sickness, weather,
food, demons, even death. Jesus taught with divine authority that
plainly eclipsed the teachers who relied only on human wisdom and
authority. The evidence was out there. And the unrelenting, massive
crowds who followed Jesus were proof that everyone realized He was
not a typical, run-of-the-mill, peripatetic teacher.

So why didn’t everyone agree that Jesus of Nazareth was a co-
equal part of the Trinity? A lot of people witnessed these revelations
but went away unaffected. How do you witness sick people healed by
a word, demons exorcized by a command, dead children brought to
life and remain unaffected? No doubt the observers were astonished.
No doubt they never forgot the displays of divine authority to which
they were eye-witnesses. But for supernatural reasons (i.e. reasons
beyond human explanation), while most of the people were impacted
in their memory, they were untouched in their hearts.

Those people who observed the divine authority of Jesus that
proved over and over that He is the Christ, the Son of the Living God,
were very much like people in our day. Many religious people
witness the same astonishing work of God as He redeems sinners,
makes them like Christ, and yet the people who see it remain
unchanged religionists all their lives. The writer to the Hebrew
Christians warned, For it is impossible to restore again to repentance
those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly
gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness
of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they then fall
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away, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their
own harm and holding him up to contempt (Hebrews 6:4-6). How can
a person sit through powerful sermons, hearing the Word of God
week after week, and not be convinced that they are sinners who need
a Savior?

Some people responded to Jesus’s authority by wanting to stop
the divine revelations. The religious leaders feared such displays.
They were convinced that Jesus engaged in demonic activity. How
could they have possibly been so blind?

The difference between receiving the divine wisdom and not
receiving it was God’s sovereign choice. Why did God choose not to
open the spiritual eyes of everyone? Why doesn’t God the Father
draw everyone to the Son and cause them to understand who He is?
How can we answer these questions in light of truths like what Paul
wrote to Pastor Timothy that God desires all people to be saved and
to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). Or God’s
invitation through Isaiah, “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of
the earth! For I am God, and there is no other” (Isaiah 45:22). Or
the certainty that the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation
for all people (Titus 2:11). Or the fact that we know, The Lord is not
slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance (2 Peter 3:9).

The only suitable answer is God’s Word: But who are you, O
man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder,
“Why have you made me like this?” (Romans 9:20). In infinite,
divine, sovereign, eternal wisdom, God chooses to reveal and not
reveal His truth. Instead of trying to figure out why God does what
He does, and why He ought to act differently according to your
humble opinion, rejoice that He has opened your eyes and caused you
to see.

While God sometimes chooses to conceal the understanding of
His truth, it is also true that God reveals truth to children. Jesus
rejoiced that the Father revealed them to little children; yes, Father,
for such was your gracious will (v.21d). Why do little children
understand God, but adults don’t? This is not a reference to literal
children (though it includes some of them), but  Jesus pictures His
people as little children. In Luke’s account Jesus had just taken a little
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child into His arms (Luke 9:46) and illustrated that such
insignificance was true greatness. Jesus taught that we receive the
truth of the Kingdom of God only when we become as insignificant
as children in our own eyes (Mark 10:15). We who receive His truth
are like children who must be protected (Matthew 18:6). We know
Jesus intimately because He took us wicked, self-righteous, self-
satisfied sinners into His arms and loved us like a father loves his
child.

The Father exercises His sovereign choice in giving wisdom.
Such was His gracious will. That you understood your sin and your
need of the Savior, that you had faith to embrace Jesus to be forgiven
is not of your wisdom, but by God’s gracious will.

Paul described our humble circumstances in one of the great
doctrinal statements of the Bible to the Corinthian believers. 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.  For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased
God through the folly of what we preach to save those
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than
men. For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you
were wise according to worldly standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even things that
are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no
human being might boast in the presence of God (1
Corinthians 1:18-29).
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The Son’s Power (v.22).

Jesus affirmed to the disciples that the Father gives all things to
the Son. “All things have been handed over to me by my Father”
(v.22a). Obvious in this statement is the fact that the Father has the
authority to give. That seems odd in light of our understanding that
all members of the Trinity are equal. Yes, but each member of the
Trinity occupies a unique position. The Father sends the Son. The
Father sends the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit sent the Son out into the
wilderness. But the Son sent the Holy Spirit into our hearts. And
through all of these various ministries, ultimately, the Father occupies
the position of the Father, the head.

Therefore, it is as Jesus prayed that the Father gives all things.
Satan’s temptation to God the Son was to circumvent the Father’s
will and take the kingdoms of earth without going to the cross. I am
so thankful the Son chose to wait on the Father’s timing. And, even
now we experience that authority the Father has given to the Son.

Ultimately, at the end of the ages, we will know how the Father
commits all things to the Son. Read the amazingly, wonderful vision
that John saw that comes about at the end. 

And between the throne and the four living creatures and
among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had
been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which
are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.
And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of
him who was seated on the throne. And when he had
taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each
holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which
are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song,
saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language
and people and nation, and you have made them a
kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on
the earth.” Then I looked, and I heard around the throne
and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many
angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,  saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the
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Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!”  And I heard every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to
the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and
ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell
down and worshiped (Revelation 5:6-14).

Part of what the Father gives is the knowledge of Himself. But
that knowledge of God comes through the Son. No human really
knows God. Jesus taught us that “no one knows who the Son is except
the Father, or who the Father is except the Son” (v.22b). Human
wisdom is horribly deficient to understand and define God the Son.
No one really knows the members of the Trinity like the members of
the Trinity know each other.

The Son reveals God. “And anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him” (v.22c). But we have far greater understanding than what
mere human intellect can give us. The Father has revealed Himself
through the Son to the whole world. Long ago, at many times and in
many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir
of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and
he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high (Hebrews 1:1-3). 

But the whole world cannot know God, in spite of this
revelation. Only those who the Father draws to the Son are able to
know Him intimately unto eternal life. Jesus explained, “And this is
the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my
Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day”
(John 6:39-40). Then He said, “No one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last
day” (John 6:44).

The Saints’ Blessing (vv.23-24).
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In all of this the disciples are blessed. We read that Jesus was
turning to the disciples (v.23a). Who were the disciples? The
“disciples” were the twelve and the seventy who Jesus had sent out
to preach the Kingdom of God and to show His authority. But we also
are the disciples. We, too, are followers of Christ, but only because
the Father drew us to the Savior. 

We are blessed. He said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that
see what you see!” (v.23b). We are blessed beyond human
comprehension. The wonderful doctrines of grace so exalt the
sovereign wisdom of God. Those same doctrines should cause us to
rejoice that He is merciful and gracious to us. I see, I hear, I know
only because the Creator makes me know.

Even prophets and kings desired to know what you and I know.
But they didn’t. “For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired
to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear,
and did not hear it” (v.24). God revealed some amazing truths to
those servants of Him in the past. But they could not see or hear the
amazing truths about God the Son being incarnate to take away our
sins. How incredibly blessed you are! But you say, “I don’t know
Christ because I don’t see and I can’t hear.” That you are concerned
is an indication God is drawing you. God’s invitation still stands: 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the
word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes
and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved
(Romans 10:8-10).
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