April 4 2021 — Easter Service

The Reading of Holy Scripture 1 Corinthians 15:1-10; 35-36,47-58

' Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2
and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

3 For | delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, * that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,
>and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. ® Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. “ Then he appeared to James, then to all
the apostles. ® Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. ? For | am the least of the apostles,
unworthy to be called an apostle, because [ persecuted the church of God. '° But by the grace of God I am what
I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was
not I, but the grace of God that is with me.

% But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?”** You foolish
person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.

47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. *® As was the man of dust, so
also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. *° Just as we
have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.

30 tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit
the imperishable. *' Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, **in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we shall be changed. > For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this
mortal body must put on immortality. > When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
5 “Q death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?”

*6 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. °” But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

*8 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
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The Certain Hope of Glory: Dynamic Fortifiers
God’s Church: A Called Community of Differents

I.  AStingless Death
II. A Swallowed-Up Suffering
II.  The True You



