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Defining the Term:

Note Rom. 3:23-26

Paul is laying out the Gospel in Logical Fashion

In the middle of it all is this word, “Propitiation”

The Greek word behind it is found only 2X in NT

However, it’s a member of a larger word family
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Defining the Term:

1) Hilaskomai – “propitiate, conciliate, to make 

or be gracious”, Luke 18:13; Heb. 2:17

2) Hileous – “gracious, merciful”, Mt. 16:22; 

Heb. 8:12

3) Hilasmos – “propitiation”, I Jn. 2:2; 4:10

4) Hilasterion – “that which propitiates, mercy-

seat”, Rom. 3:25; Heb. 9:5

Synonyms – “satisfaction”, “appeasement”
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Pagan Usage:

Their ‘gods’ were capricious, unpredictable

They were limited in their sphere of influence

Man’s actions often precipitated their anger

In those  cases, pagans felt the need of “propi-

ating” the  offended deity thru’ sacrifice
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Pagan Example:

Agamemnon, captain of the Greek army, wishes

to sail to Troy to capture Helen

However, he had offended Artemis, goddess of 

the hunt, by killing a sacred deer

As a result, no wind blew for his ships

To propitiate Artemis, he offers his daughter 

Iphigenia in sacrifice, winning her favor
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Old Testament Usage:

It’s instructive to observe how this term was 

used to translate the Hebrew in the LXX

It’s used as the Greek translation of a Hebrew 

word “kaphar” (“to cover”) and its variations

Of ~70 times where “atone” is found, some 

variation of “hilaskomai” is used in the LXX
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Old Testament Usage:

Hilaskomai = “kipher”, “to cover”, Lev. 23:27; or 

“salach”, “to bear away”, II Kings 5:18

Exilaskomai = “kipher”, Exe. 43:26; Dan. 9:24, 

carrying the idea of “cleansing” or “purging”

See Lev. 8:15 – The blood on the horns of the 

altar cleansed (ekatharize), sanctified (hagiasen) 

and atoned for (exhilasasthai) the altar
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Old Testament Usage:

Liberals often insist on limiting the meaning to 

“expiation” only (i.e. the removal of sin)

Yet  the term is used of inanimate objects (e.g. 

altars, houses) that are not sinful

Hilasterion = “kapporeth”, “mercy-seat” (Ex. 

25:21-22); i.e. the “place of propitiation”

Blood was sprinkled there once a year


