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Review of “trials”:

• How to REACT to them
• What they PRODUCE
• Not to RESIST Them
• The BLESSING That Follows
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Tonight’s Topic:

• A different KIND of “Temptation” or “Trial”
• From same Greek root, “Peirazo”
• Here it means a “seducing” or “enticing” to sin
• The 1st kind of “temptation” is to be ENDURED
• The 2nd kind of “temptation” is to be RESISTED
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Does Vs. 13 Contradict Other Scriptures?

• Note God “tempting” Abraham – Gen. 22:1
• Note Israel “tempting” God – Num. 14:22
• One type of “tempting” is for DISCOVERY
• The other type of “tempting” is for ENTICEMENT
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What NOT to Say When Tempted:

• Note it’s WHEN we’re tempted, not IF!
• Verbs are in PRESENT tense—Continual Process!
• Who would be prone to say this, other than a 

believer in God’s Sovereignty?
• What follows is an answer to this “Theodicy”
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God CAN’T Be Tempted:

• The “Cannot” isn’t a limitation but a necessity
• Cp. God “cannot” lie in Titus 1:2
• Cp. God “cannot” deny Himself in II Tim. 2:13
• God MUST act CONSISTENT with His Nature
• Sin holds no attraction to God’s sinless Nature
• The fact we can be tempted shows our sin!
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God DOESN’T Tempt:

• His Holy Nature doesn’t allow it
• But we believe in the Law of First Cause!
• Yes, but we also believe in Non-Contradiction!
• God ordains, allows, permits sin
• Yet God isn’t the culpable agent of it
• Augustine:  Sin arose in the wills of created beings



Temptation & Sin

The SOURCE of Our Sin:



Temptation & Sin

The SOURCE of Our Sin:

• WE are the guilty party behind our sin!



Temptation & Sin

The SOURCE of Our Sin:

• WE are the guilty party behind our sin!
• It’s neither GOD nor the DEVIL!



Temptation & Sin

The SOURCE of Our Sin:

• WE are the guilty party behind our sin!
• It’s neither GOD nor the DEVIL!
• Sin isn’t a substance, but a principle within



Temptation & Sin

The SOURCE of Our Sin:

• WE are the guilty party behind our sin!
• It’s neither GOD nor the DEVIL!
• Sin isn’t a substance, but a principle within
• The temptation doesn’t put sin in us, it simply 

manifests the sin already there!
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Temptation & Sin

Final Thoughts:

• How do unfallen angels and man sin?
• Was Christ’s temptation real?
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