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Jesus Christ is the ultimate example of suffering that leads to glory. 

I. Christ’s resurrection from the dead marks Him uniquely in all human history. (v. 8a) 

 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 

the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared 

to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still 

living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and 

last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. For I am the least of the apostles 

and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by 

the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked 

harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. Whether, then, it is I 

or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. (1 Corinthians 15:3-11) 

 

When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do 

you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? The God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed 

him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 

You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You 

killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. By faith in 

the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the 

faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see. 

“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But this is how 

God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would 

suffer. Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed 

for you—even Jesus. (Acts 3:12-20) 

 

“After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have found 

David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’ “From 

this man’s descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised. Before the 

coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the people of Israel.  As John was 

completing his work, he said: ‘Who do you suppose I am? I am not the one you are looking for. 

But there is one coming after me whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.’ 

“Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message of 

salvation has been sent. The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in 

condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. Though 

they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 

When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from the cross 



and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead, and for many days he was seen by 

those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our 

people. (Acts 13:22-31) 

 

“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 

This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with 

the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from 

the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its 

hold on him. (Acts 2:22-24) 

 

I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. I did 

not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus 

Christ. (Galatians 1:11-12) 

 

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the Father knows 

me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not 

of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be 

one flock and one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to 

take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority 

to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

(John 10:14-18) 

 

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 

there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 

has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 

More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about 

God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not 

raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has 

not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to 

be pitied. 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For 

as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; 

then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over 

the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he 

must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  (1 Corinthians 15:12-25) 

 

‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a 

witness of what you have seen and will see of me. I will rescue you from your own people and 

from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to 

light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a 

place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ (Acts 26:16-18) 



 

II. Christ’s lineage as a descendant of King David marks Him uniquely as God’s 

promised Messiah. (v. 8b) 

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife…and Jacob the father 

of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah. 

Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the 

exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. (Matthew 1:6b, 16-17) 

 

Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the son, so it 

was thought, of Joseph… 

the son of David, the son of Jesse, 

the son of Obed, the son of Boaz… (Luke 3:23, 31e, 32) 

 

When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to 

succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom… Your house and 

your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’” (2 

Samuel 7:11, 16) 

 

For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 

and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. (Luke 1:31-35) 

 



Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— the 

gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, 

who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was 

appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Romans 1:1-4) 

 

III. Sharing the Good News of Jesus may cause us ridicule, hardship, and suffering. (v. 

8c-9a) 

When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 

Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. They brought them before 

the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar by 

advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” 

The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be 

stripped and beaten with rods. After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into 

prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. When he received these orders, 

he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 

were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the 

prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 

The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about 

to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm 

yourself! We are all here!” 

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought 

them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 

household.”  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At 

that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all 

his household were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; 

he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household. 

(Acts 16:19-34) 

 

IV. Difficulties will not deter God’s plan to provide salvation. (v. 9b) 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the LORD. 

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

As the rain and the snow 

    come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 



    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

    It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. (Isaiah 55:8-11) 

 

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed 

traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. Some 

of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks 

also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with them, and a 

great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 

News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he 

arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to 

remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and 

faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him, he brought him to 

Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers 

of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. (Acts 11:19-26) 

 

On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When the 

Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was 

saying and heaped abuse on him. 

Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you first. 

Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the 

Gentiles. For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 

“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 

    that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’[Isaiah 49:6]” 

When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who 

were appointed for eternal life believed. 

The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. But the Jewish leaders incited the God-

fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution 

against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. So they shook the dust off their 

feet as a warning to them and went to Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy and with 

the Holy Spirit. (Acts 13:44-51) 

 

As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread 

rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. And pray that we may be delivered from wicked 

and evil people, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you 

and protect you from the evil one. We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will 

continue to do the things we command. May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and 

Christ’s perseverance. (2 Thessalonians 3:1-5) 

 

Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served 

to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to 



everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. And because of my chains, most of the brothers and 

sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without 

fear. It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The 

latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The former 

preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for 

me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, 

whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. 

(Philippians 1:12-18) 

 

V. Paul persevered in his mission for the sake of all those who would believe. (v. 10) 

Simon has described to us how God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the 

Gentiles. (Acts 15:14) 

 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 

you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 

Peter 2:9) 

 

And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and 

Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched 

the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to 

strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. Women received back 

their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so 

that they might gain an even better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains 

and imprisonment. They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed 

by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 

mistreated— the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 

living in caves and in holes in the ground. 

These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 

since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be 

made perfect. (Hebrews 11:32-40) 

 

…in God I trust and am not afraid. 

    What can man do to me? (Psalm 56:11) 

 

Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many 

as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became 

like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the 

law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free 

from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak 

I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible 

means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its 

blessings. (1 Corinthians 9:19-23) 


