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We continue and complete the sub-series on family government as part of the overall series on 
our church covenant, which reads, in-part: “We also agree, with God’s assistance to pray in our 
families.” We have found from the scriptures that God has established families (a married 
couple (a male and a female) with their children, if so blessed) to be the foundational unit that is 
able to fulfill the pre-fall creation mandate to “be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it: and have dominion…” (Genesis 1:28).  
 
We have learned of the God-given roles and responsibilities of wives to husbands, husbands to 
wives, and parents to children (and all to God). In this lesson, we will learn of the God-given 
roles and responsibilities of children to parents.  
 
And, we will connect all of this back to the Gospel, so that we might, as a church (made by God 
from individuals and families) fulfill the commission to “go…, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever…” as Jesus the Christ, the Son of the living God, who has “…all 
power … in heaven and in earth…” (Matthew 28:18-20) has commanded us.  
 
We must note that the family is not the church, and the church is not the family. They are 
separate governments under God, but as with all of God’s ordered governments, they are 
dependent upon one another. The church needs the family, and the family needs the church. 
Without families fulfilling the creation mandate, the church cannot fulfill the great commission.  
 
A quick refresher from the previous lesson: What does God say about children? 
 

• Married couples ought, as God wills and gives them the ability, to produce children. 
• Children are gifts and rewards of God to parents. 
• Children are precious to God. 
• Christian parents are to have a heart for their children, and Christian children are to have a heart 

for their parents, and both, through Jesus Christ, by the Holy Ghost, are to have a heart for God.  
• God wants parents and children to love him completely, and in-turn, to love one another 

completely, physically and spiritually. Love to God is carried out by parents and children by 
keeping God’s commandments. 

 
As we begin to look at the duties of children (and grandchildren), we should first look to an 
example in Jesus Christ.  
 

Luke 2:40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and 
the grace of God was upon him. 

 
“Child” here is from the Greek paidion which means, in this context, “childling” or “little boy” or 
“little girl”. From a little boy, Jesus grew in stature, spirit, wisdom, and grace. This growth 
provides Christian parents and children an example to follow. To “train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6), requires that the 
priority of training be focused upon what is good proclaimed according to the holy scriptures, 
not what is good according to the shifting “goodness” proclaimed by the secular humanists. 
While parents cannot instill or grow the Spirit of God in a child, they can and should teach 
wisdom and understanding, so that their children know “the holy scriptures,” which are able to 
make them “wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15) from 
the very earliest of ages.  
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Proverbs 4:3-9 3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my 
mother. 4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep 
my commandments, and live. 5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither 
decline from the words of my mouth. 6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and 
she shall keep thee. 7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all 
thy getting get understanding.8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to 
honour, when thou dost embrace her. 9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a 
crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. 

 
We have Jesus’ first example as a childling, and we have Jesus’ example as a young man. The 
context of this second example is that when Jesus was twelve years old, he and his parents 
visited Jerusalem for Passover, and Jesus became “lost”, but was “found” by his parents “…in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 
And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers” (Luke 2:46-47) 
and when asked about why he had become “lost”, said “wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business?” (Luke 2:49). The example here, for both parents and children, but 
particularly children, is that there will come a time when they will desire to seek wisdom and 
understanding beyond the teaching of their parents, and when they do, they should seek it 
(“hearing…and asking”) where God’s people congregate, in “…the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). So, if there is secondary instruction in how to 
“be about” the “Father’s business”, it will come from the people and place where truth is 
proclaimed from the scriptures. But, though Jesus heard and inquired of truth at the temple, he 
obediently returned home with his parents to continue learning and working with them. 
 

Luke 2:51-52 51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto 
them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature, and in favour with God and man. 
 

Again, growth, or increase, in wisdom, stature, and favor (grace) “with God and man” are what 
the child and young man Jesus gives us as examples. And these are guiding principles: Children 
are to grow physically, mentally, and spiritually, guided by their parents and their church, so 
that they may “be about” their “Father’s business” of marrying and raising families, of being 
members of the church and citizens of the kingdom, as adults. Let us now look at principles 
from scripture regarding the duties of children. 
 
Children are to fear and honor their parents.  
 

Leviticus 19:3 Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths: I 
am the LORD your God. 
 
Exodus 20:12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 

 
The Hebrew word translated “fear” is yârê' (yaw-ray') meaning “morally to revere” (Strong’s). 
Webster’s defines “revere” as “To regard with fear mingled with respect and affection; to 
venerate; to reverence; to honor in estimation.” And the Hebrew word translated “honor” is 
kâbad (kaw-bad) meaning “to be heavy; to make weighty; to glorify” (Strong’s). So, children are 
to revere and to take their parents seriously. Why? Because God command it be so, and because 
God promised a blessing upon those who obey his command. 
 

Ephesians 6:1-3 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 2 Honour thy 
father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 3 That it may be 
well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 
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In what things must children fear and honor their parents? Children are to get wisdom and 
understanding from their parents’ instructions and commandments. 
 

Proverbs 1:8-9 8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law 
of thy mother: 9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy 
neck. 
 
Proverbs 6:20-23 20 My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the 
law of thy mother: 21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. 
22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou 
awakest, it shall talk with thee. 23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; 
and reproofs of instruction are the way of life: 

 
Children are to listen (“hear” or “hearken”) to and to remember (“forsake not” or “bind them 
continually”) the teaching (“instruction” and “law”) of both of their parents because the teaching 
is “the way of life” as God promised in blessing “that it may be well with” the child, that the child 
“mayest live long on the earth”. And, not only is child blessed, but so are the parents, when a 
child listens and remembers for their whole life. 
 

Proverbs 23:22-25 22 Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not thy 
mother when she is old. 23 Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and 
understanding. 24 The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that begetteth a 
wise child shall have joy of him. 25 Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that 
bare thee shall rejoice.  

 
Children are to obey because it not only makes their parents joyful and glad, but moreso because 
it pleases God. 
 

Colossians 3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing 
unto the Lord. 

 
At the present time, instead of being blessed with rejoicing and gladness because of obedience, 
many parents (including Christian parents) are being cursed with sorrow and sadness because of 
disobedience. On the surface, it seems like the fix for the curse is simply for the children to be 
obedient, but children cannot be obedient when they have not been instructed in wisdom and 
understanding. Children cannot mature as God expects if parents do not instruct as God 
commands. The root cause of the curse is not the disobedience of the children, but the lack of 
instruction of the children by the parents (and by the church in the absence of parents). What 
are the consequences of disobedience? 
 
Disrespectful children were to die according to the law. 
 

Leviticus 20:9 For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put 
to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him. 
 

The blood of the child is upon the child. “Curseth” is from the Hebrew qâlal (kaw-lal') which 
means “to make light; to despise; to bring into contempt” (Strong’s). While he may or may not 
have received instruction in wisdom and understanding, his death is his fault for cursing (not 
fearing nor honoring) his parents. A similar word is translated “setteth light” in Deuteronomy. 

 
Deuteronomy 27:16 Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. And 
all the people shall say, Amen. 
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Proverbs 30:17 The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, 
the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it. 
 

The scriptural principle is that it is no small thing to God for children to be disrespectful of their 
parents, nor is rebellion against parents to be ignored. There are serious consequences to both.  
 
Rebellious children were to die according to the law. 
 

Deuteronomy 21:18-21 18 If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will 
not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have 
chastened him, will not hearken unto them: 19 Then shall his father and his mother lay 
hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place; 20 And 
they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will 
not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. 21 And all the men of his city shall 
stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and 
all Israel shall hear, and fear. 

 
This example is the opposite of the example set by Jesus. The son is stubborn, rebellious, 
disobedient to both parents, and in spite of parental correction, will not listen nor obey. He is an 
“evil” to be put away from God’s people, out of their families and out of their congregations. “For 
rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 
15:23) according to God. But, perhaps, these are just extreme examples with extreme 
consequences from the old law and no longer applicable under the faith and grace of the new law 
of Jesus Christ? What did Jesus say about these things? 

 
Jesus reiterates the commandment (which comes with the blessing or curse).  

 
Mark 10:19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 
 

Jesus repeats the commandment and the curse, then explains the commandment.  
 
Matthew 15:4-9 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, 
He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say 
to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And 
honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of 
God of none effect by your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 
This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men. 

 
What Jesus is saying here is that dishonor of parents (disrespect and disobedience) is like unto 
idolatry. It is a matter of the heart, which is either toward God or toward man. A heart that is 
“dead in trespasses and sins”, is a heart that belongs “to the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience”, and is a heart that belongs to “the 
children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:1-3). Dishonor of parents indicates a predisposition and 
condemnation to death. What was done and represented in the flesh under the old law (as 
capital punishment/physical death) is done and presented in the spirit under the new law (as 
eternal punishment/spiritual death). Therefore, a child who dishonors parents, but claims to be 
a Christian, is worshipping God in vain, because dishonor of parents is an indication that they 
are not a Christian at all. But there is hope for the rebellious child in Jesus Christ, and in him 
alone. 
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Ephesians 2:4-10 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 


