
The Qualities of an Excellent Minister – Pt. 2 

1 Timothy 4:10-12 

March 6, 2022 

Pastor Gary Hollinger 

 

Paul has been inspired to lay out important responsibilities of an excellent minister. 

I. Pastoring people is hard work. (v. 10a)  

To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are 

homeless. We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are 

persecuted, we endure it; when we are slandered, we answer kindly. We have become the scum 

of the earth, the garbage of the world—right up to this moment. (1 Cor. 4:11-13) 

 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I 

worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. (1 Cor. 

15:10) 

 

Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in 

regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. I have become its 

servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness— the 

mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s 

people. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this 

mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 

may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end I labor (strenuously contend), 

struggling with all His energy, which so powerfully works in me. (Col. 1:24-29) 

 

To this end I labor, struggling with all His energy, which so powerfully works in me. (Col. 

1:24-29) 

 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. (2 Tim. 4:7) 

 

II. Pastors are responsible to proclaim the message that God has offered salvation to the 

world through the work of Jesus Christ.  

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. (Lk. 

2:11) 

 

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 

told me everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay 

with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers. 

They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have 

heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” (Jn. 4:39-42) 

 



And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.      

(1 Jn. 4:14) 

 

…to the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and 

authority, before all time, and now, and for all eternity. Amen. (Jude 1:25) 

 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have 

an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for 

our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 Jn. 2:1-2) 

 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 

everyone who believes… (Rom. 1:16) 

 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. (Jn. 14:6) 

 

Then Pet., filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! If we are 

being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are 

being asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that 

this man stands before you healed. Jesus is 

“‘the stone you builders rejected, 

    which has become the cornerstone.’ 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 

which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:8-12) 

 

III. Pastors are to give authoritative direction and instruction to their flocks. (v. 11) 

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command 

certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and 

endless genealogies. (1 T 1:3-4a) 

 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from 

every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching you 

received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not 

idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the 

contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any 

of you. We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer 

ourselves as a model for you to imitate. (2 Thes. 3:6-9) 

 

He [Jesus] commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the one whom God 

appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about Him that everyone 

who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” (Acts 10:42-43) 

 



Jesus sent out these twelve, instructing them as follows: “Do not go to Gentile regions and do 

not enter any Samaritan town. (Matt. 10:5) 

 

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 

the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three 

days rise again. (Mark 8:31) 

 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matt. 28:19-20) 

 

In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the 

elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! (Heb. 5:12) 

 

IV. Pastors are to receive the respect of their flock. (v. 12a)  

Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard 

among you and warn you against all that is wrong. Think highly of them and give them your 

wholehearted love because of their work. (1 Thes. 5:12-13a NLT) 

 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over 

you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 

for that would be of no benefit to you. (Heb. 13:17) 

 

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 

you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God 

has distributed to each of you. (Rom. 12:3) 

 

You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have 

devoted themselves to the service of the Lord’s people. I urge you, brothers and sisters, to 

submit to such people and to everyone who joins in the work and labors at it. (1 Cor. 16:15-16) 

 

V. Pastors are to show themselves to be worthy of respect. (v. 12b) 

 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on 

whom the culmination of the ages has come. (1 Cor. 10:11) 

 

Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, 

keep your eyes on those who live as we do. (Philip. 3:17) 

 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who 

also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 

watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to 

be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, 



but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

crown of glory that will never fade away. (1 Pet. 5:1-4) 

 

In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, 

seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you 

may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us. (Titus 2:7-8) 

 

A. In word 

Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 

answer everyone. (Col. 4:6) 

 

For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their 

lips from deceitful speech. (1 Pet. 3:10) 

 

Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a 

great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the 

parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is 

itself set on fire by hell… With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 

human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and 

cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. (Jas. 3:5-6, 9-10) 

 

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are 

all members of one body. “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are 

still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold… Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of 

your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it 

may benefit those who listen. (Eph. 4:25-27, 29) 

 

B. In deeds 

Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may 

see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (1 Pet. 2:12) 

 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done 

in the humility that comes from wisdom. (Jas. 3:13) 

 

Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way 

of life and imitate their faith. (Heb. 13:7) 

 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 

strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience… (Col. 1:9-11) 



 

C. In selfless caring 

 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to 

lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer 

call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called 

you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did 

not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit 

that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my 

command: Love each other. (Jn. 15:12-17) 

 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong 

or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If 

I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 

have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 

hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. (1 Cor. 13:1-8) 

 

D. In both personal faith and faithfulness 

The Lord delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love. (Ps. 147:11) 

 

Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. (1 Cor. 4:2) 

 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 

very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that 

in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for 

ever and ever. Amen. (1 Pet. 4:10-11) 

 

E. In morality 

older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters – with complete purity. (1 Tim. 5:2) 

 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, 

because I am holy.” (1 Pet. 1:14-1) 

 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 

died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your 



earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. (Col. 

3:1-5) 

 

Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those 

who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. (2 Tim. 2:22) 


