
Through the Pressure - John 12:44 3-6-22
Here is the outline for today. 1) The Context. 2) The Force. 3) The Voice. 4) The Call. 
Here’s some questions to start with. If you knew beforehand that this sermon was going 

to be deemed hate speech and all of you, if you attended church today, would be convicted as an 
accomplice and promoter of hate speech and that meant at least 10 years in prison would you 
come to church? What if that was the running threat every Sunday that you know could happen 
at any given time if just one thing could be deemed hate speech, would you stop coming to this 
church? Would you go somewhere else, to a church that was playing by the rules? These are 
serious and honest questions that could apply to any number of issues we are facing today. 
Here’s another question to ask ourselves, if the pressing issue of the day is staring you right in 
the face and you can’t ignore it and you know what God has said about that issue, will you talk 
about it when you know the rulers of the day are going to come for you and punish you? Will 
there be an urgency through the threat and pressure that continues on?

What does it mean to follow Jesus according to many today? It means that you may or 
may not come to church. You may choose to do online today, because you’re just too tired. It 
means that you may do a quick devotional (maybe everyday) that you think is uplifting and 
makes you feel good about yourself. It means that you wear a name tag that says Christian, 
because you got baptized or confirmed or you grew up in a Christian home or you grew up in the 
church or because you are a member of a church. It means that you may feel sorry once and 
awhile about stuff that you’ve been told is sin, but that sorrow just kind of goes away. That’s 
basically it. That’s basically what it means to “follow” Jesus nowadays. The cost is minimal, if 
there is any cost at all, and the benefit for you is tremendous, because you can have your cake 
and eat it too. You get what you want in both worlds. It’s here that I wonder how we would 
actually respond if those questions that I posed just a bit ago were what was happening.

We’ve talked a number of times about how Jesus was out in the world even when there 
was danger, because He had a mission that was a greater purpose in the will of God. This danger 
for Him escalates as time goes on, because His kingship is pressing in on the world and the 
world doesn’t like that. The world wants to be free to do what it wants to do, because we 
naturally are bent toward fulfilling our own will that is contrary to God’s. So though there was a 
growing threat and pressure on Jesus, He kept going with His focus on what He was called to do. 
This purpose of His had many facets that all were a part of fulfilling His Father’s will. It 
involved telling the world that its works were evil. It involved commanding people to repent, 
because the kingdom of heaven was at hand. It involved expounding upon the law, so that the 
hearts of man would be emptied of its self-righteousness. It involved bearing witness to the truth 
that He is King, that He is the Lamb of God, that He is the Son of God and Son of man. This was 
a swirling time of controversy that had a high cost. 

It had a high cost for those that followed Him as well. This needs to be recognized in the 
context of before Pentecost and from Pentecost on when the Spirit came in His fullness. Before 
Pentecost His followers were back and forth where they folded under the pressures and threats or 
they just struggled in maintaining a faithfulness to and understanding of God and His plan in 
Christ. Peter’s denial of Jesus is a great example of that, yet this was before the Spirit had come 
to fully and permanently indwell him. There was much time of wavering during the life of Jesus 
for the disciples, which ought to show the weakness of the flesh, the great need of the Spirit, and 
the work the Spirit does when He comes to fully indwell. But as the Holy Spirit came it was like 
Peter was a totally new man with a power within him that enabled him to face the threat and 
pressure with greater strength and clarity. Instead of a twig that broke easily, he was a pillar that 



was immovable. He was able to stand before the authorities of his day with a set disposition to 
obey God rather than man. There was no shrinking back denial anymore. In fact, when we hear 
about such an example in Acts 4 we hear that he got in trouble, because the Sadducees were 
annoyed that they were “teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead.” It’s important to note that this doesn’t just have a broad label on it that they were just 
preaching the gospel, but they were doing it in the context where there were people who did not 
believe that anyone could be resurrected from the dead. So part of their message didn’t sit well 
with some particular people during that time. Remember, the Sadducees were a people who 
denied that doctrine of bodily resurrection and any application of it. So what Peter and John 
taught, it confronted what a group of people thought about their existence in life and whether life 
continued on after physical death in a specific issue, bodily resurrection. So the threat that Peter 
and John received came, because they weren’t being politically correct in their day. They weren’t 
appeasing some people. They weren’t compromising on a part of their message. They were 
saying something that other people didn’t like and they were doing it publicly outside the 
confines of their church service. The Sadducees didn’t like that. They would’ve been fine if these 
followers of Christ kept it to themselves in their little church gatherings and nobody really knew 
about it, but Peter and John couldn’t do that. The council that Peter and John had to go before 
was telling them to not speak in the public square. So this was the context that the early 
Christians faced where they were out in the world even when there was danger, because they had 
received a mission from God that was a greater mission that they could fathom. And given Jesus’ 
substitutionary mission He faced the greatest danger that anyone would face as the innocent 
Lamb of God who would be brought to the slaughter. This is the context in which the followers 
of Christ, follow Christ. 

So this isn’t some comfort ride with no push against us, no pressure put on us, no 
targeting. This is serious and there’s a cost. And the world needs to be told that its works are evil, 
that they need to bow their knee to the King and repent of their sin, and that they need to believe 
in Christ alone for the salvation of their soul, so that they can have life and honor God with it for 
the rest of their days. With this message there needs to be a force, an urgency, a deep crying out. 
Jesus cried out. This crying out is separated by John from the word “said.” If we are slow in our 
study of God’s Word in an effort to recognize these subtleties we can gain some more insight as 
to the nature of the Christian message. What’s an onomatopoeia? It is the process of creating a 
word that phonetically imitates, resembles, or suggests the sound that it describes. An example of 
this is if I said, “The rock splashed into the water.” The word “splashed” is the word that 
phonetically resembles the sound of the rock going into the water. So this “cried out” is an 
onomatopoetic term for a raven's piercing cry (“caw”) giving the sense of what it is to 
figuratively cry out loudly with an urgent scream or shriek like using shouts that express deep 
emotion. Given this connotation, what John says here in detail about what Jesus was doing 
emphasizes the urgency or force of what Jesus says. 

Doesn’t this fit with the state of these people who are rejecting Him and who are 
increasingly aggressive in that? Though Jesus is fully divine and knows everyone that His Father 
had given Him in electing them before time began, His human nature also exists in the need and 
drive to declare the gospel to everyone no matter how deep their rejection in unbelief may go. 
That’s where the seriousness and urgency of the matter are magnified. This thought is a lot like 
what was mentioned last week with what Jesus says in Matthew 11:25-30. There, Jesus makes a 
clear statement about God’s sovereign grace and then right after that He verbally calls to all 



people to rest in Him. And remember, this is out in public where a lot of people are where they 
are met with an urgency coming from the voice that speaks for the Father. 

Why don’t we have this urgency in our life and message today? Here’s some reasons 
why. For one, we’ve made ourselves too comfortable today. We’ve made Christianity too lax and 
too easy. We associate Christianity with primarily just church on Sunday morning, and further, 
church the way we like it whether it is for a show, or for traditions, or whatever with little focus 
of the preaching of God’s Word that is to feed us truth and inform our lives. So that part is a 
comfort to us where there is no urgency to what we are called to do, no demand on our life, and 
no cost. Furthermore, when it has to do with the Christian witness out in the world there is little 
similarity to the urgency and adversity in the nature of the biblical witness. Today if people go 
out to do evangelism, first of all, it is often separated from your daily life. It’s good and biblical 
to do organized evangelistic work together, but if that need for evangelism is separated from our 
daily life, we are missing it big time. And secondly, the message today is a feel good message 
through and through that sounds like, “Hey, did you know that Jesus loves you and that God has 
a wonderful plan for your life? Jesus wants to be your friend. He wants to make your life better. 
Do you want to ask Jesus into your heart?” And if they sound a little apprehensive about it, then 
people say, “Well, just repeat this prayer after me and you will go to heaven when you die.” That 
sounds nothing like the message proclaimed in the Bible. 

Another reason why there seems to be no urgency in many is, because we’ve gotten to 
think that this urgency, focus, and adversity is for people who are only in full-time ministry like 
pastors and missionaries. We like this, by nature, because it gets us off the hook. But not so fast. 
Ephesians 4:11-12, “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” You are 
to be equipped for the work of ministry. There is nothing wrong with the para-church 
organizations that focus on different types of ministry, but if they are replacing the work of the 
church then the church is failing. They can support what is already being done by the church, but 
the saints, you if you are in Christ, must already be doing it. Because we’ve missed this, there are 
many people who are missing out on major parts of their purpose. We’ve gotten to the point 
where we have no urgency and force coming from us, because we have no urgency and force 
coming in us. We do not have a right basis of understanding about our calling in life. We do not 
have a recognition and drive for how important all of this is. And this goes further to what we 
believe about ourselves and God, and of sin and grace, which is highly lacking today.

With this we have to see that this urgency and force won’t come unless we have a voice. 
This is one way in which we should follow Jesus in the shadow of His prophetic office as He is 
the Prophet. All the prophets in the Old Testament had a voice that spoke an urgent message to 
all types of people of their day and that message was about Jesus. Jesus in the fulfillment of the 
prophetic office came and was the ultimate Prophet who spoke His own truth, His own message 
about Himself and did so with urgency. This passage displays this and we will get into more of 
those details next week. All the Apostles and disciples who came after Jesus continued in that 
message with their voice. And every follower after is to do the same, with their voice. We need to 
see that this is a basic reality of following Christ. And again, this is a voice, a message, that is 
quite different from what we hear today as I mentioned earlier. But Jesus' prophetic office 
continues through His people by His Spirit. We are ambassadors for Christ where God makes his 
appeal through us (2 Corinthians 5:20). He sends His word out and it doesn’t return void (Isaiah 
55:11). “Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy 
Spirit to you” (1 Thessalonians 4:8). “See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they 



did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we 
reject him who warns from heaven” (Hebrews 12:25). “When he [the Holy Spirit] comes, he will 
convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” (John 16:8).

As was pointed out last week, which is so important, is that this voice of God through the 
voice of His people who faithfully declare His truth is the ordinary and frequent means used by 
God to bring both justice and mercy. It is both to harden the heart and to soften and open the 
heart in whom He pleases. The truth of God is declared before all people through His Word and 
through His faithful ones and all people are held accountable to that truth as verse 48 says, “The 
one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will 
judge him on the last day.” So when someone continues in the way of darkness it has a hardening 
effect. That is unless God chooses to open up that heart by His sovereign grace as He ministers 
through His truth within the context of this world. But in His judgment there is a hardness that 
increases as people continue in the promotion and indulgence of darkness, of sin, of lawlessness. 
You can tell that this hardness exists when people are blatant in their darkness whether they 
claim to be a Christian or not. Case in point is Mr. Biden who just said in his State of the Union 
address, “I said last year, especially to our younger transgender Americans, I’ll always have your 
back as your president, so you can be yourself and reach your God-given potential.” No one can 
reach their God-given potential if they reject their God-given potential in the very make up of 
their created personhood and purpose. So as this man actively hates the youth of today it gives 
evidence that hardness increases. How do we know the increase? It is the active push “to get that 
Equality Act across his desk” as he also stated. This is the very opposite of the voice of God 
through His people. This further gives evidence that there is a famine of the Word of God in our 
land, because a large amount of America support that bill and would be thankful for what he said. 
Justice is one result of God’s Word going forth and that can be in the form of increased hardness. 

The other result of God working through His Word is mercy, which shows a softening 
and receptiveness to the truth of God. The Word of God is life, truth, and the path of 
righteousness for those who can hear. There is an alignment, and a growing alignment, with His 
revealed truth as a confession of agreement is carried along by His people as they live. This is 
definitely true of basic truth like God created male and female, like God ordained a man and a 
woman to become one flesh, like there is only one race come from Adam and Eve, like God 
defines what is good, right, and true, like God is Judge, Ruler, and Authority over all, like there is 
objective truth and absolute standards for truth, morality, justice, and the like. This is definitely 
true of basic gospel truth like Jesus is fully God and fully man at the same time, like the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus actually happened by the power of the Holy Spirit, like God is three in one, 
like it is impossible for us sinners to have any part in our salvation from beginning to end, and 
like Scripture is God’s very words for us. And this growing agreement that shows continues by 
the grace of God in the timing of God as He sanctifies His people by His truth. The Holy Spirit 
bears witness by the clear testimony of Scripture. So the voice that speaks the truth of God 
coincides with the Word of God. This is not only a reality to grows within us, but it is one that 
comes out of us, which is that the truth of God is to go out to all people. 

This is the call that we see here. After hearing what John said about the judicial hardening 
of the Jews why do we hear Jesus, with such urgency and force, call out the way that He does 
here? There are two points to bring up here. One, is that there is a general call that is to go forth 
to all people everywhere and, two, through this general call there is a target that God hits with 
His words and that target are the remnant who have been given ears to hear their shepherd’s 
voice. The general call is a genuine call to all people to come to Christ, to believe in Him alone 



for the salvation of their soul, and to do so now, because it is urgent they do so. At the same time 
that this is true and necessary, especially in our duty as finite human beings with no knowledge 
of who God has elected, there is an effectual call that runs through this general call where the 
target is specific. We know it is specific, because of the many times that it’s said that those who 
hear the voice of God through His truth come to Him and show evidence that they are His. This 
is in contrast to what was said last week where there are some who cannot hear and don’t truly 
come. So this specific target is to the remnant who can hear. We can see this further in the greek 
when this “whoever believes” in most translations is actually, “the one believing.” There is a 
specific reference about the people who truly believe in Jesus and what the result of their belief is 
as is stated in verses 44 and 45. So what is modeled here is that the general call is to go out to all 
people, everywhere and as that goes out from the voice of God’s people they are to trust that 
through their duty and faithfulness in that call God will work through that call to either bring 
justice or mercy. Mercy is what we hope for. And mercy is what we are highlighting here where 
people hear the voice of Christ calling them to come and they do come by His invincible grace 
alone. This is the fuel that should drive us to see why this is to be done no matter the danger, and 
it is to have a force and urgency in the message, and why we must not say a popular saying that 
goes, “Preach the gospel and if necessary use words.” We should know that our voice to speak 
God’s truth is very necessary and primary to the plan of God, because it is the very means He 
works through to achieve His purpose in bringing justice and mercy in and through Jesus. 

So the context of our duty in this fallen world where there is growing pressure is a serious 
one that has a cost. And the urgency of our message ought to go along with our understanding of 
how serious this matter is. And our voices ought to be active, especially more so when the world 
seems to be increasing in hardness and darkness. This all comes from a drive that we want to see 
people come to true salvation in Christ. We want to see lives change for the glory of God. Reflect 
on this, because we’ve got work to do and a message to give. 


