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KJV – Genesis 35:1-15 

 

“Back to Beth-El” 

     Two separate themes run through chapter thirty-five: the completion and the correction. This is 
a wonderful story of completion because Jacob returns back to his home the land of promise. He is 
home in his own land with all his family and his wealth. The victory was won, the goal had been 
achieved and the glorious promise had been fulfilled. 
 
     This is also a story of wondrous correction, for this family had not completely held to the walk of 
faith: idols had to be buried and Reuben had to be dealt with.   
 
Genesis 35:1 

1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, 
that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 

     This is the third time God tells Jacob to go to Beth-El. Beth-El is the location where God confirmed 
the Abrahamic Covenant to Jacob in Genesis 28:13-15. The first fifteen verses of this text records 
Jacob's return to Beth-El about 15 to 20 miles south of Shechem, this was one of the completions of 
his vow that he made to God.  

Genesis 35:2-4 

2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that 
are among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 

3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in 
the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went. 

4 And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which 
were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem. 

     Before moving to Beth-El there a certain things had must be taken care of. Spiritual preparations 
needed to be made and the hearts needed to be prepared. Possession of the false gods, the 
idolatrous images such as the figurines, amulets and cultic charms were no longer tolerable. This 
even included Rachel's troubling teraphim that she stole from her father. 

     Idols buried out of sight, plus bathing and changing to clean clothes, all served to portray both 
cleansing from the defilement by the idolatry then the consecration of the heart to the LORD. All the 
idols were surrendered to Jacob and he buried them the oak which was by Shechem.  
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     Notice this phrase used is the oak and not a oak. This oak could possibly be the very same oak 
tree as in Abraham's day when he passed through the land as far as Shechem, to the oak of Moreh.  

Genesis 35:5-6 

5 And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them, and they 
did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. 

6 So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he and all the people that were 
with him. 

     As Jacob's family passed through the promise land the Bible says that the terror of God came 
upon the cities around them. A supernaturally induced fear of  Israel and their God rendered the 
surrounding city-states unwilling and powerless to intervene. This made Jacob's fear from the 
previous chapter rather meaningless because it was the Mighty God of Israel who was their 
Sovereign protector.  

Genesis 35:7 

7 And he built there an altar, and called the place Elbethel: because there God appeared unto him, 
when he fled from the face of his brother. 

     Jacob built an altar there; through this act of worship, the fulfillment of his vow and the renaming 
of this site; Jacob was reconfirming his allegiance to God, who had also affirmed His commitment to 
Jacob by re-appearing to him. 

Genesis 35:8 

8 But Deborah, Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried beneath Bethel under an oak: and the name 
of it was called Allonbachuth. 

     Allonbachuth- means "the oak of weeping." Deborah was Rebekah's nurse Jacob's mother. This 
death seemed to indicate yet another line of the patriarchal narratives were coming to an end. Yet 
this oak was identified as an oak, and not the oak.  

Genesis 35:9-10 

9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, and blessed him. 

10 And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel 
shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. 

     At Beth-El God again confirmed the promise He had made there earlier from Genesis 32:28. 
Jacob's name change to Israel was proof of the promised blessings. God's reference to Himself as 
God Almighty was also as assurance that His promises would be fulfilled from Genesis 28:3. Now 
that Jacob was back in the land of promise, the promise of the nation, the seed, the kings and the 
land was once again confirmed. 
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Genesis 35:11-12 

11 And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of 
nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; 

12 And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I 
give the land. 

     God's words here included for the first time since His promises at Abraham's circumcision the 
reminder of future royalty coming from Abraham through Jacob, out of thy loins.  We know for a 
fact that the King of kings came from this line, the LORD Jesus Christ. However there were many 
kings that came from this line both lines of Israel and Judah, King Saul, King David, King Solomon 
and many others. 

Genesis 35:13 

13 And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him. 

     This verse tells us that there was a clear indicator that the presence of God was there in some 
visible form because it was evident when God went up from him and departed. 

Genesis 35:14 

14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured 
a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon. 

     This is a common way to make a covenant, reaffirm a covenant or a promise. This is the very first 
mention of a drink offering in the Bible. It is not mentioned among the Levitical offerings of 
Leviticus 1 through 7.  The drink offering is however mentioned in the instructions for sacrifice in 
the land of Numbers 15:5-7.  

     This drink offering was never drank, it was always "poured out." It may be considered a picture 
of Christ in the same sense as recorded in Psalm and Isaiah. 

Psalm 22:14 

14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the 
midst of my bowels. 

Isaiah 53:12 

 12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he 
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Genesis 35:15 

15 And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Bethel. 
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     Beth-El literally means the house of God. 

     Perhaps you have been wandering in the world like Jacob. Regardless of your age or situation, if 
you will turn your back on your worldliness and turn back to the will of God, God will Personally do 
many wonderful things with you and for you.  
 
     God will bless you and your family. Bury the sin, bury the past and get rid of the filth and you will 
be heading to blessings. That is the story of Jacob’s life, the grandson of Abraham. 


