EXPOSITION OF MARK p. 188
Message #31 Mark 9:14-29

We are living in an interesting time especially witecomes to churches. Most measure the
success of a church by the numbers. If you hage lauildings and if you have large offerings
and if you have large programs, you are succeasfiithe community considers you to be a
winner. As a result, almost every church wantsedhe biggest, the richest, the most enter-
taining and the most influential. For most pedpleidea of ministry success is determined by
the number of dollars, the number of attendeegslmadumber of police directing traffic when
the service is over.

But the truth is what men think make a successfalstry and what God says makes a
successful ministry are two different things. Gosfandard is very different from man’s
standard. Never does that point become more evidan when you come to this text here.

At this point in the life of Jesus, had you asKeel three disciples how it is going, they would
probably have said we are experiencing the inctedilessings of God. We just saw Jesus in
His glory on top of a mountain and down the mounthe crowds are amazing. Things are
great, numbers are good and what we are doingrikingp

But if you asked the Son of God about the minigttg,would give you another perspective. He
would saythere is no questiomrmy disciples have numbers, but what they don’t haves faith.
My disciples certainly have numbers, but what we do't have is God’s power.

What an amazing experience it had been for the tthisciples. They had been up on the
mountain and they saw Jesus Christ in all of Hm\gl They knew the fact that He was the
Messiah, but that did not mean they had a faithabald accomplish much. They had no clue
that they needed to depend on Him and pray to disutceed in life and ministry. So when
they come back down the mountain, Jesus neededdb His disciples an important lesson
about ministry:

NO MATTER WHAT WE HAVE SEEN JESUS CHRIST DO IN OUR LIVES, WE MUST
ALWAYS HAVE A FAITH THAT DEPENDS ON HIM AND PRAYS T O HIM
BECAUSE THIS IS WHERE WE RECEIVE POWER TO ACCOMPLIS H ANYTHING.

What we really have here are disciples who ladkfand lack prayer. As one commentator
said,where there is a lack of faith there will always be lack of prayer, and where there is
faith there will always be prayer.

We cannot succeed at anything without dependinth@i.ord and talking with the Lord.
Verse 14opens with the fact that they came back to theradisciples. We may remember

Jesus had taken Peter, James and John up on madigttain for His transfiguratiof®:2).
So now they are coming back down the mountain.
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It had been good for them to be up on that mountaihnow they were coming down to where
things weren’t so good. A.C. Gaebelien said thmye back down to helpless disciples,
unbelieving and argumentative scribes and demosgssed people.

One commentator said it is like a Monday morninggwlyou have to go back to work. You
leave a full day of worship and inspiring teachargl you have been refreshed and then you
have to leave church and go back to the real world.

They got a glimpse of the glory of God, but nowythad to leave it and go back to the real
world. It is good to enjoy mountaintop experiences, but dot forget you will soon be back
down in the valley and you will need your faith andyou will need to pray.

For Jesus coming down the mountain it means Hersrg down to begin moving to the cross.
So for Christ, the coming down from this mountaieams He is coming down to a world of sin,
which He will become and death which He will endure

According toverse 14 when they got back they saw a large crowd gathareund the disciples
and they also saw some bully scribes arguing vaghdisciples. These guys were experts at the
O.T law and it may be that they are arguing bec#lusgare claiming that had Jesus really been
who they said He was, then as His disciples, theylsl have been able to heal the boy.

They are probably challenging Christ’'s authoritytlzes Messiah and when the disciples could not
cast out the demon, they were questioning His aityho

According toverse 15 when the crowd saw Jesus, they were amazed gaah Ibenning to greet
Him. Now we must ask what it is that amazed thiswcl. Mark brings out that Jesus often
amazed the crowd by His teaching (1:22; 6:2; 111P817) or by some miracle (1:27; 2:12;
5:15, 20, 42; 6:2, 51; 7:37; 12:17). But Jesusleeh up on the mountain and hadn’t done a
recent miracle, nor had He been teaching. So aiaized this crowd? Probably there was
some “lingering effect of the transfiguration.” i$ltrowd saw something in Jesus that amazed
them. Like Moses coming down from Mt. Sinai ang faice shined (Ex. 34:29-30).

Now when they came running up to Him, accordingdrse 16 He asked them what are you
discussing with them. The pronoun “you” could refee disciples, or the scribes or the people.
Now Jesus knows what is going on, but the reason Hsks this is to make them publicly
reveal the matter. This is an extremely important poiiftyyou are going to see God do things
for you, you must talk directly with Him through Jesus Christ. You will have to admit the
truth to Him. Now there are three main responséhis episode from the life of Christ.

RESPONSE #1 -A father responds to Jesus.17-18
When Jesus asked this question, a father answene@mtl said “teacher,” | brought my son to

you because he is possessed by some spirit. lddseiawas his “only son” (Luke 9:38). Father
tells the truth about the son, he is demon-posdedde does not try to sugar coat this.
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This is the last demon-possession case in Marktasdhe most detailed account of the other
two gospels, Matthew and Luke.

Now you will notice fromverse 17that he brought his son to “Him.” That pronourersfto
Jesus. So he initially brought his son to JesusJésus was not there. He was up on the
mountain. Apparently the disciples said, well va@ take care of this for you. Bring your son
to us, we can do this. You don't need to see Jegeigan handle this.

Now this demon caused five major problems for bug:

(Problem #1) -The demon made his son mute—he could not sp&dkK.
(Problem #2) -The demon seizes his son and slams him to thexgrc@i18a
(Problem #3) -The demon caused his son to foam at the mattBb
(Problem #4) -The demon made his son grind his te€dt.8c

(Problem #5) -The demon made his son stiffen out on the gronti8d

Verse 18says the father asked His disciples to cast oudi¢ineon and they couldn’t do it.
Notice what he saidthey could not do it.”

He is right. They couldn’'t do it. They did notieethe power to heal this boyhis is the point
these disciples need to learn, in and of themselvie®y have no power to accomplish
anything in ministry. Sometimes it takes a failure in our lives to shbat tve cannot succeed
ourselves. We tend to get so full of ourselves sordetimes a failure shows us the truth.

Now what is most interesting about this is that mwhe first brought the demon-possessed boy to
the disciples, the disciples thought they couldrds. We usually think that lack of faith means
we don't believe something will happen. Theseigiss believed something would happen.
They initially believed they could cast out thiswen. They had done this many times before
(Mark 3:15; 6:7, 13). They figured they could dagain. They knew the procesBheir faith

was in themselves and their abilities and in the rcess they had followed before. They had
faith, but not in the right object. Their faith to succeed was in themselves and not the

Lord.

Now this was probably what the Scribes were argalmgut. They were trying to say Jesus is
not really who He claims to be and the proof id tig disciples cannot do what they should be
able to do if Jesus really was who He claimed to be

RESPONSE #2 -Jesus responds to the situati®l19-27

There were two ways Jesus responded to the situatio
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(Way of Response #1) desus responds verball9:19-24

Now verse 19says He answered “them.” He answered them anel th@mn a scathing rebuke.
He called them an “unbelieving generation.” Hessdlgow long shall | put up with you
people?” You just don’t get it. Get whaExerything in your relationship with God is all
about faith in Me.

Now the big question is who are the “them™? Helddae referring to the scribes. He could be
referring to the crowd. He could be referring tis Bwn disciples. He could be referring to the
father and the son.

We believe the simple solution to the pronoun is #t He is referring to everybody, but we
think it has specific aim at His disciples.He has been on earth with these people for over tw
years and they still are questioning and critigzamd disbelieving who He is and frankly, He
was sick and tired of itThank God He does not give up on His people whendf have

lapses in their faith. That sure is good for us t&now.

At the end ofverse 19Jesus said bring the boy to Me.

According toverse 20 they brought the boy to Jesus; when the boy ssws] “immediately”
the demon threw him into a convulsion and he tethie ground and began rolling around and
foaming at the mouth.

Whenever a demon-possessed person is in the preseon€ Jesus Christ, things will happen.
Verse 21is important because He makes his father answaestion as to how long this has
been happening. Jesus knew but He wanted thigenaublicly say it. He wanted every one of
these people—disciples, scribes and crowd—to hear t

The father said this has been happening from cbddh The Greek words mean this has
happened to him since he was very little (G. AbiSottith, Greek Lexicon, p. 333). In fact, he
adds inverse 22that the spirit would often throw him down in eefior water to kill him. The
plural waters probably refer to various lakes aumers and streams.

Now the father said, “if you can do anything, tgity on us and help ugVv. 22). Apparently

the fact that the disciples could not heal his sotaused him to doubt whether or not Jesus
could actually help. When we do not demonstrate a strong faith and denée in the Lord, we
not only hurt ourselves, but also others. For gpamf we don’t maintain a strong faith that
says Jesus Christ is the only one who can forgeealinmy sins, we can stifle the faith of others.

Jesus said to the fatherviarse 23 what do you mean “if you can.” What do you méddrcan,
don’t you know who | am? Don’t you realize who yane talking to? There is no “if” about
this. The problem is not if | can do it, the problem isf you believe | can do it. Certainly |
can do this. | can raise dead people.
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In fact, Jesus follows that up werse 23by saying, “all things are possible to him whoidets.”
In other words, right faith in Jesus Christ and Goddoes not put limits on what God can do.

Carefully observe that it wasn’t the boy’s faithguestion here, it was the father’s faith. Phony
faith healers tell people it comes down to thehfait the one who wants to be healed. This had
nothing to do with the boy’s faith; it had to dotlwihe lack of faith of a father and disciples.
Now noticeverse 24 immediately the boy’s father cried out to Jesds believe, help my
unbelief. This father made a conscious decisidreteeve in Jesus Christ.

| have heard people say | cannot believe in JebuistC What do you mean you cannot believe
in Jesus Christ? The real issue is you will ndielve in Jesus Christ. | guarantee you this if you
will go to Jesus Christ and say, “I do believe phmly unbelief.” You will see Him do amazing
things for you and your life.

(Way of Response #2) Jesus responds miraculousB.25-27

Now as Jesus saw the huge crowd gathering, so Hiesup to heal this boy. If a huge crowd
got around Him, they could start a Messianic freaag try to prevent Him from going to the
Cross.

So Jesus quickly rebuked the demon and He saidngma deaf and mute spirit and | command
you to come out of him and do not ever enter hiairagSo this was a case where a demon
literally kept a boy from hearing and speaking.

The “I” of verse 25is emphatic and it is a divine “I.” What you deatn here about Jesus as

God is that He is sovereign over demons. He detesrwho may be demon-possessed and who
may not be demon-possessed. He commanded thismdensome out of the boy and never

enter him again. Jesus Christ is completely sagermaver all angels, including demons. He can
set you free forever from any demonic thing of vilhyou have ever been involved.

This is a great prayer for any to make—Lord pleaseommand that evil, unclean, dirty
things will be removed from my life never to returnagain. Please fill me with your right-
eousness.

As soon as Jesus commanded this demon, it stasted out and threw him down into terrible
convulsions and it left the boy on the ground lieewas deay. 26). Why did Jesus want this
boy to appear to be dead? The answer is to showathHe is the only one who can give life
to those who are dead in sin.

It is interesting that the demon cries out becdus@s this demon that was preventing this boy
from speaking. So the demon was not mute.

As the boy was lying there on the groumdise 27says that Jesus took him by the hand and
raised him up and he got up.
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RESPONSE #3 —Jesus’ disciples respond to Jes@8-29

Now after this was all over, Jesus and His dissiplent into some house and they began
guestioning how come they could not take care @fdémon:

According to Matthew, they could not do this becausthey lacked faith and according to
Mark they could not do this because they lacked prger.
Early church fathers added the word “fasting,” the best manuscripts do not have it.

Jesus says simply, the reason you could not do thiss because you did not pray and ask
Me. In other words, you guys tried to do this on gur own without consulting me or
depending on Me.

These disciples are traveling with God who canmghang and they did not ask for His help.
They thought the power was in them and it washhey had faith in themselves, not in the
Lord. To accomplish anything, we need a total depacy on the Lord.

Now logically speaking, they could say well you weip on top of the mountain, so how could
we get in touch with you? The answer is by pray#éris failure of these disciples was because
they were filled up with themselves. They depenalethemselves and not the Lord.

Think about this, these disciples had great numdedswhat appeared to be great success in
ministry. That is what made the religious leadeesl. But they did not have the power of God.

We need to learn an extremely important lesson ftumtext; we must depend on the Lord and
pray to the Lord all the way through life. Onlyliege that because all things are possible to him
who believes.



