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Luke 22:39-46  And he came out and 
went, as was his custom, to the Mount 
of Olives, and the disciples followed 
him.  (40)  And when he came to the 
place, he said to them, “Pray that you 
may not enter into 
temptation.”  (41)  And he withdrew 
from them about a stone's throw, and 
knelt down and prayed,  (42)  saying, 
“Father, if you are willing, remove this 
cup from me. Nevertheless, not my 
will, but yours, be done.”  (43)  And 
there appeared to him an angel from 
heaven, strengthening him.  (44)  And 
being in agony he prayed more 
earnestly; and his sweat became like 
great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground.  (45)  And when he rose from 
prayer, he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping for 
sorrow,  (46)  and he said to them, 

“Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray 
that you may not enter into temptation.” 
 
Today, this Good Friday of 2020, we 
remember the Lord’s death on the cross 
for our salvation. Regardless of how 
long or how often or how seriously we 
consider this subject, we know that we 
will not be able to grasp the depth of 
Jesus’ suffering for our sin. The Son of 
God came into this world to become the 
One sacrificial Lamb, to take the load 
of the sin of the ones His Father had 
given Him, and to become a curse for 
them: 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21  For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
Galatians 3:13  Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the law by becoming 
a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed 
is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 
 
God is perfectly holy. Sinless and 
positively pure. You have this in many 
places in Scripture: 
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1 John 1:5 ESV  This is the message we 
have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all. 
 
Habakkuk 1:13a ESV  You who are of 
purer eyes than to see evil and cannot 
look at wrong… 
 
 What I would like us to consider now 
is this: 
 
When Christ took our sins upon Himself 
and became cursed for us, He who was 
perfectly righteous, holy, good, was 
became the sum of unrighteousness, 
unholiness, and evil. He who had been 
from eternity past absolute purity, met 
and in some sense we cannot grasp – 
became and knew – evil. Light entered 
into darkness.  
 
To some extent I suppose we can say 
that this began the moment Christ 
entered into this fallen world.  
 
We must be careful in our description 
of all this lest we understate what 
Christ becoming a curse for us 
involved, and lest we overstate what it 
meant – because certainly God always 
remained, through it all, without sin. 
Christ in His deity did not somehow 
morph into a devil who hated His  
Father.  

But absolute purity, the perfection of 
holiness, knew our sin, became our sin, 
was a cursed one upon whom the 
Father’s wrath was poured out and 
from whom the Father turned away. 
 
Now, consider, as best we can. What 
was it like for Christ, who had never 
known sin, to become sin? What was it 
like for the perfect Good to become the 
summation of sin and its guilt?  
 
Let me suggest to you an answer: 
 
It was the fullness of all that is 
traumatic. When innocence meets evil, 
a great trauma surely occurs. And when 
the very guilt of evil is laid to the 
account of innocence, great suffering 
occurs.  
 

The sufferings of Christ were real. 
 
He who knew no sin, became sin… 
 
“Father, if you are willing, remove this 
cup from me.” 
 
And being in agony he prayed more 
earnestly; and his sweat became like 
great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground. 
 
Let me try to illustrate, though we 
realize that any illustration of this 
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incomprehensible subject is going to 
fall short. 
 
Most people today, including ourselves 
to one extent or another at one time or 
another, are oblivious to the trauma of 
evil. We are like the disciples. Here is 
Jesus just a few feet away from them, 
undergoing great agony, so much that 
the vessels in his skin must have been 
rupturing, and they are asleep. They do 
not comprehend the trauma that evil 
works upon the innocent. Extrapolate 
that idea to perfect innocence becoming 
in a way intimately acquainted with our 
sin as it is put upon Him, and perhaps 
you will have at least a seed of 
understanding of what this is like.  
 
When a child is targeted by evil, 
somewhat of a similar thing occurs. 
Here is a child whose experience in life 
is quite limited. Not only does the child 
not have tasted of evil due to his or her 
limited life experience, the child lacks 
the psychological and mental maturity 
to be able to process the evil that 
targets him. And yet, even the child is 
traumatized. I suppose we could say 
that the child is especially traumatized 
because of this lack of capacity to 
understand the thing. Because of this 
inability to process wickedness of a 
kind unknown to them, children 
generally try to process it and end up 
constructing a false explanation of the 

thing: such as, it was their fault.  
 
But here is the primary point I am trying 
to illustrate: when innocence (and I am 
not teaching that children are without 
sin), when innocence in the sense of not 
having “tasted” of some evil meets that 
evil, it is horribly damaging and 
traumatizing and there is great 
suffering. 
 
Let me give you another, similar 
illustration. When a Christian, 
especially a Christian who has been a 
Christian since his very young years 
and who has been raised in a Christian 
home, is targeted by evil so that some 
evil comes into his or her experience, 
the thing is greatly traumatizing. There 
is more suffering than just the 
immediate consequences of the evil.  
 
For instance, let’s say that Jerry has 
grown up in a Christian home and came 
to know Christ at an early age. And one 
day, when Jerry is about 17 years old, 
he is targeted by some kind of evil 
person with some type of wickedness: 
 

• Perhaps he is assaulted physically 
• He is introduced to pornography 
• Evil “companions” tell him about 

some of the wickedness they have 
done and pressure him to join 
them 
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• He gets a job and is treated 
harshly by his employer 

• He goes to school and is 
bombarded with some evil 
philosophy that mocks the Bible 
and anyone who believes it 

 
These things are traumatic to the 
innocent. And by the way, this is 
precisely WHY we need to prepare and 
train our children regarding evil. Think 
about the book of Proverbs for instance: 
 
Proverbs 1:10-11 ESV  My son, if 
sinners entice you, do not 
consent.  (11)  If they say, “Come with 
us, let us lie in wait for blood; let us 
ambush the innocent without reason; 
 
A Christian is going to be persecuted 
and hated by the world. Jesus warned us 
about this so that we would not be taken 
off guard. But the thing is traumatic, 
you see, even so. 
 
When we work to help people who have 
been targeted by evil, one of the things 
we do is teach them about evil. Not in 
the sense of training them somehow to 
do evil themselves! No, but to make 
them, as Jesus put it, wise about the evil 
that has come against them. What its 
motives are. What its tactics are. And 
how they are not to blame for it. This 
helps them heal from the harm done to 

them.  
 
But our point here in all these 
illustrations,  is to help us at least in 
part, think about the sufferings of Christ 
as He came into this world, was hated 
and persecuted by evil people and by 
Satan himself, and particularly how He 
suffered when He was made to be sin 
for us and evil was charged to His 
account. How HE was made to be guilty 
for US, He who was perfect holiness 
and purity from all eternity.  
 
Isaiah 53:3-8 ESV  He was despised 
and rejected by men, a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief; and as one 
from whom men hide their faces he was 
despised, and we esteemed him not.   
 
(4)  Surely he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted.   
 
(5)  But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed.   
 
(6)  All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned—every one—to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all.  (7)  He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet 
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he opened not his mouth; like a lamb 
that is led to the slaughter, and like a 
sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so he opened not his mouth.  (8)  By 
oppression and judgment he was taken 
away; and as for his generation, who 
considered that he was cut off out of the 
land of the living, stricken for the 
transgression of my people? 
 
Do you see all of the traumatic words in 
this text? Grief. Sorrow. Pierced. 
Crushed. Oppressed. Innocence 
meeting Guilt. Light meeting Darkness. 
Love experiencing Curse.  
 
Let’s think a bit more about the glory 
and purity Christ had with the Father 
from all eternity, before He entered into 
this world: 
 
John 17:5 ESV  And now, Father, 
glorify me in your own presence with 
the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed. 
 
1 Peter 1:20 ESV  He was foreknown 
before the foundation of the world but 
was made manifest in the last times for 
the sake of you 
 
Hebrews 1:3 ESV  He is the radiance of 
the glory of God and the exact imprint 
of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power. 

After making purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 
 
Right now, we do not know this glory 
that Christ had with the Father before 
creation. One day we will. We will be 
like Him and we will be with Him. The 
Bible term for this is, glorified. But this 
we do know: that Christ from all 
eternity never knew evil. It did not exist 
in His experience. But that changed 
when He was born as a baby in 
Bethlehem and became one of us, yet 
without sin himself. Now He was in the 
world, a world populated by sinful men 
and a world whose ruler was Satan. 
Light came into the darkness, as John 
puts it.  
 
And finally, as we have seen, He tasted 
evil for us. Our sin was put upon Him. 
The wrath of His Father was poured out 
upon Him. And though the physical 
sufferings of all this, and on the cross, 
were horrible enough, it helps us to 
understand His griefs on our behalf if 
we realize that He knew no sin yet 
became sin for us.  
 
Perfect innocence became guilty and 
cursed. Yet He did so willingly as a 
lamb to the slaughter.  
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