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Nehemiah 12:27-43 
 
The scriptures are filled with celebrations of God’s goodness, grace, and mercy. Sometimes those 
celebrations are commanded by God to be celebrated for days, weeks, months, or years such as 
the Passover or the Feast of Unleavened Bread or Trumpets or Tabernacles, as we have 
considered earlier from these books of Ezra and Nehemiah. Sometimes those celebrations are 
singular and spontaneous as recorded here, in the twelfth chapter, by Nehemiah himself.  
 
What this should tell us is that God desires for his people to be a celebrating and rejoicing 
people. But that is not to say that God does not set bounds upon what should be celebrated or 
the course of our celebrations. God does have a framework for us and that is what we will 
explore in this lesson.  
 
We will address the controversies up-front. The celebrations commanded to Israel by God in the 
Old Testament and kept by Jesus and his apostles in the gospels and Acts in the New Testament 
have been fulfilled in Christ. They are all types and figures and are no longer binding upon us.  
 

Colossians 2:16-17 16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 17 Which are a shadow of things to 
come; but the body is of Christ. 

 
By contrast, the celebrations that are considered part of the Christian year today, such as 
Christmas and Easter, were not commanded by God, but rather originated with the traditions of 
men and have historical connections to paganism and Roman Catholicism. While they may have 
some value in remembrance of some of the significant events in the life of Jesus, they have no 
scriptural authority to back or enforce them, and are therefore not binding upon us. We have 
only a single command regarding our celebrations: “This do in remembrance of me.” (Luke 
22:19, 1 Corinthians 11:24) All else is left to be determined by the individual under the law of 
liberty from God the Father, through Jesus Christ the Son, by the Holy Ghost. 
 

Romans 14:5-6 5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day 
alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 6 He that regardeth the day, 
regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not 
regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth 
not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

 
Nonetheless, the law of liberty in the New Testament does not prevent us from celebrating, but 
rather it narrows the focus of our celebrations. Paul expresses that focus to the Corinthians 
regarding the Passover celebration. 
 

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth 
the whole lump? 7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are 
unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep 
the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 
Therefore, under the law of liberty, our celebrations must be focused upon God, and in 
particular, Jesus Christ. They all must comply to “This do in remembrance of me.” Any loss or 
shift of focus from Jesus Christ leads to sin. With that in-mind, we will look at Nehemiah as a 
guide to principles of celebration. 
 
 



CKVL PBC 
04/10/2022 
Nehemiah 12:27-43 
 

 2 

Cause: 
 
27a And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of all their places, 
to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings, and with 
singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps.  
 

Nehemiah 6:15-16 15 So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month 
Elul, in fifty and two days. 16 And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all 
the heathen that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was wrought of our God. 
 

The work of the building of the wall was finished and even the enemies of God, the heathen, 
could see that the work was accomplished with God’s help. God is the first cause of good things 
and therefore God ought to be the center of our celebrations as he was in  Jerusalem. 
 
 Music: 
 
27b And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of all their places, 
to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings, 
and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. 28 And the sons of the singers 
gathered themselves together, both out of the plain country round about Jerusalem, and 
from the villages of Netophathi; 29 Also from the house of Gilgal, and out of the fields of 
Geba and Azmaveth: for the singers had builded them villages round about Jerusalem.  
 

Psalms 100:1-5 1 A Psalm of praise. Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 2 
Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 3 Know ye that the 
LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is 
everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 

 
Perhaps music is unnecessary to celebrations. We are not commanded to sing at the Lord’s 
Supper celebration, but we are given an example: “And when they had sung an hymn, they went 
out…” (Matthew 26:30, Mark 14:26). And, we are commanded to minister to one another with 
music. 
 

Ephesians 5:19-20 19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20 Giving thanks always for all 
things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 
Colossians 3:16 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in your hearts to the Lord. 

 
So it is that we should, as the musicians and singers did at the dedication of the wall, gather in 
with music “to the Lord” at our celebrations. 
 
Purification: 
 
30 And the priests and the Levites purified themselves, and purified the people, and 
the gates, and the wall.  
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God is holy and he has made us holy by sanctifying us through the blood of Jesus Christ and the 
work of the Holy Ghost. Therefore, whatever we celebrate must be celebrated with the principle 
of personal and corporate holiness in-mind. 
 

1 Peter 1:13-16 13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end 
for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 As obedient 
children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

 
While our celebrations are to be joyous, they are to be tempered with knowledge (of what is 
written), sobriety, hope, and holiness. Note that the priests and Levites purified themselves, the 
people, and the gates and the wall. All things in our celebrations should be set apart (holy) 
according to God’s word.  
 
Gathering: 
 
31 Then I brought up the princes of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two great 
companies of them that gave thanks, whereof one went on the right hand upon the wall 
toward the dung gate: 32 And after them went Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of Judah, 
33 And Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, 34 Judah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and 
Jeremiah, 35 And certain of the priests' sons with trumpets; namely, Zechariah the son of 
Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Michaiah, the son of 
Zaccur, the son of Asaph: 36 And his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarael, Milalai, Gilalai, 
Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of 
God, and Ezra the scribe before them. 37 And at the fountain gate, which was over against 
them, they went up by the stairs of the city of David, at the going up of the wall, above the 
house of David, even unto the water gate eastward.  
 
38 And the other company of them that gave thanks went over against them, and I after 
them, and the half of the people upon the wall, from beyond the tower of the furnaces even 
unto the broad wall; 39 And from above the gate of Ephraim, and above the old gate, and 
above the fish gate, and the tower of Hananeel, and the tower of Meah, even unto the sheep 
gate: and they stood still in the prison gate.  
 
40 So stood the two companies of them that gave thanks in the house of God, and I, and 
the half of the rulers with me: 41 And the priests; Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Michaiah, 
Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets; 42a And Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and 
Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang 
loud, with Jezrahiah their overseer.  
 
A celebration by one is really no celebration at all. A celebration is a shared event, a gathering in 
of people. Nehemiah tells us that companies of the people gathered upon the walls of Jerusalem 
for the dedication to give thanks. We gather weekly to celebrate Jesus Christ and to give thanks. 
 

John 20:19-20 19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the 
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and 
stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20 And when he had so said, he 
shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the 
Lord. 
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Acts 20:7-8 7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to 
break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his 
speech until midnight. 8 And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were 
gathered together. 

 
The gathering and procession upon the wall of Jerusalem was ordered by Nehemiah. Our 
celebratory gatherings must follow the principle of “Let all things be done decently and in 
order.” (1 Corinthians 14:40) Celebrations for the glory of God, for the remembrance of what 
God has done for us in Jesus Christ, are not to be scenes of debauchery and chaos, they are to be 
scenes of a flock, gathered in to the fold, at peace in the presence of their Shepherd.  
 
Thanksgiving: 
 
42b And Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and 
Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah their overseer. 
 
Verses 31-42 tell us that the companies “gave thanks”. Their gathering upon the walls was in 
thanksgiving to God for the accomplishment of the work in the presence of and in spite of their 
enemies. All our celebrations (and truly, all our life in Jesus Christ) should include the 
consistent  element of thanksgiving.  
 

Hebrews 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 

 
Sacrifice: 
 
43a Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with 
great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off.  
 
The sacrifices recorded here by Nehemiah were under the Old Testament and are no longer 
required of us because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
 

Hebrews 10:12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat 
down on the right hand of God; 

 
But our sacrifice in our celebrations is to be what the Hebrew writer calls “the sacrifice of praise 
to God” and “our lips giving thanks”. These are “spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.” (1 Peter 2:5) 
 
Rejoicing: 
 
43b Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with 
great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off. 
 

Nehemiah 8:10b Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and 
send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither 
be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength. 

 
The rejoicing of God’s people is a result of God’s work in and among his people. God is the origin 
of true joy. Man’s work may bring temporary happiness, but God’s work brings everlasting joy 
that is worthy of celebration. 
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Psalms 32:11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye 
that are upright in heart. 

 
As “the singers sang loud” so we should “shout for joy” when we celebrate what the Lord God 
has done, is doing, and will do for us. Whether at our weekly gathering or at another day of 
celebration of our choosing, our joy in the Lord God should be obvious. 
 

Isaiah 51:11 Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing 
unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and 
joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. 

 
43c Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great 
joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off. 
 
Celebrations include families. We do not exclude some because of sex or age. All are encouraged 
to gather and share in the rejoicing. 
 
Recognition: 
 
43d Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice 
with great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was 
heard even afar off. 
 
Whether it be our first-day gathering in, or our regularly-scheduled sharing of the ordinance of 
the Lord’s Supper, or other celebrations we enjoin under the law of liberty in Jesus Christ, all 
instances should be “heard even afar off”. That is, they should impact us and how we celebrate 
them should impact the world around us. We should carry with us a celebratory joyfulness that 
is apparent before, during, and after we gather together. For when others consider us, they 
should “take knowledge of” us that we have “been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) 
 


