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I. Jesus Ascended – vs. 1-3 
A. Do, Teach, Command – Matt. 28:19-20 
B. Chosen Witnesses – Acts 10:40-43 
C. The Kingdom of God – Matt. 3:2; 4:17 

II. Spirit Empowered Witness – vs. 4-5 
A. The Holy Spirit Promised 

1. Sealer – Eph. 1:13; 4:30 
2. Sanctifier – John 16:13; 17:17; Rom. 15:15-16 
3. Comforter – John 16:5-7 
4. Convincer – John 16:8-11 

B. Power and Pentecost – John 20:22; Acts 2:1-4 
III. Kingdom Work – vs. 6-8 

A. Restore the Kingdom  
1. Establish a national/territorial kingdom by political means, by law 
2. Impose our view of society on the world by force 
3. The disciples wanted the Kingdom of David rebuilt 

a. Restricted ethnically 
b. Restricted geographically 

4. We work too hard to make the world a comfortable home – 1 Peter 2:11; Heb. 11:13 
B. It’s None of Your Business – Boice Quote #1 
C. The Spirit Does the Work of Building the Kingdom – Boice Quote #2 

1. “My kingdom is not of this world…” – John 18:33-38 (now) 
2. A Spiritual Kingdom – established by the Holy Spirit – God’s authority 

a. Adoption – Rom. 8:15; Titus 3:5 
b. Righteousness and Joy – Rom. 14:17 
c. Edification – 1 Cor. 14:12 

3. A Powerful Kingdom – power intrinsic to delegated authority – Rom. 8:10-11 
4. An Everlasting Kingdom – Isa. 9:7; Dan. 2:44; 4:34; 6:26; 7:18; Rev. 11:15 

D. Your Business is Witnessing – John 1:6-8; Matt. 24:14; Acts 2:32; 22:14-16 
1. Don’t try to do the Lord’s work the world’s way 
2. If you are not witnessing you are not obeying! 

IV. Jesus is Coming Again – vs. 9-11 
A. He Ascended 
B. What Are You Looking At? (Waiting For) 

1. I will wait – do nothing 
2. I will work – do it the wrong way 
3. I will witness – ambassadors – 2 Cor. 5:20 

C. Jesus Will Come Again – Matt. 24:30-31 
1. Will He find you watching (ready)? – Luke 18:8 
2. Will He find you working? – Matt. 25:31-46 
3. Will He find you witnessing? – Matt. 24:36-51 

D. Why Witness? – Matt. 13:30, 39; Luke 10:2; John 4:35; Rev. 14:14-15 
 
Boice Quote #1 – “It’s not your business to know when I am going to set up My kingdom. Your job is to be My 
witnesses in the world.” 
Boice Quote #2 – “Only the Holy Spirit can take the gospel witness and open the ears and minds of men and 
women and change them into disciples of the Lord Jesus.” 



Cross References 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 
  
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
Acts 10:40-43 
  
40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses 
chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He 
commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge 
of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in 
Him will receive remission of sins.” 
 
Matthew 3:2 
  
2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
 
Matthew 4:17 
  
17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 
Ephesians 1:13 
  
13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, 
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
 
Ephesians 4:30 
  
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
 
John 16:13 
  
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on 
His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 
 
John 17:17 
  
17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 
 
Romans 15:15-16 
  
15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because of 
the grace given to me by God, 16 that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the 
gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 



John 16:5-7 
  
5 “But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ 6 But 
because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It 
is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I 
depart, I will send Him to you. 
 
John 16:8-11 
  
8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of 
sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no 
more; 11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
 
John 20:22 
  
22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
 
Acts 2:1-4 
  
2 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 
 
1 Peter 2:11 
  
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 
 
Hebrews 11:13 
  
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of 
them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
 
John 18:33-38 
  
33 Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the King of the 
Jews?” 34 Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this 
concerning Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered 
You to me. What have You done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom 
were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My 
kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You 
say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I 
should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 38 Pilate said to Him, 
“What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, “I find no 
fault in Him at all. 
 
Romans 8:15 
  
15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by 
whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 



Titus 3:5  
 
5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
 
Romans 14:17 
  
17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:12 
  
12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you 
seek to excel. 
 
Romans 8:10-11 
  
10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 
 
Isaiah 9:7 
  
7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over  
His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever.                
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 
 
Daniel 2:44 
  
44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever. 
 
Daniel 4:34 
  
34 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding 
returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation. 
 
Daniel 6:26 
  
26 I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble and fear before the God of 
Daniel. For He is the living God, And steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall not be  
destroyed, And His dominion shall endure to the end. 
 
Daniel 7:18 
  
18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even 
forever and ever.’ 
 
 



Revelation 11:15 
  
15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” 
 
 
John 1:6-8 
  
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness 
of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light. 
 
Matthew 24:14 
  
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then 
the end will come. 
 
Acts 2:32 
  
32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 
 
Acts 22:14-16 
  
14 Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just 
One, and hear the voice of His mouth. 15 For you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen 
and heard. 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord.’ 
 
2 Corinthians 5:20 
  
20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you 
on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 
 
Matthew 24:30-31 
  
30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He 
will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 
Luke 18:8 
  
8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really 
find faith on the earth?” 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 
  
31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the 
throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, 
but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My 



Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and 
you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was 
naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then 
the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and 
give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or 
when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’  
41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you 
gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we 
see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 
Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.” 
 
Matthew 24:36-51 
  
36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 37 But as 
the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the 
flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the 
ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son 
of Man be. 40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will 
be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what 
hour your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the 
thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you 
also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 45 “Who then is a faithful and 
wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? 46 
Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 47 Assuredly, I say to you 
that he will make him ruler over all his goods. 48 But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is 
delaying his coming,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 
50 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is 
not aware of, 51 and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
Matthew 13:30 
  
30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, “First 
gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ” 
 
Matthew 13:39 
  
39 The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the 
angels. 
 
Luke 10:2 
  
2 Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. 
 
 



John 4:35 
  
35 Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up 
your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! 
 
 
Revelation 14:14-15 
  
14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His 
head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying 
with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for 
You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 
 
 
 
New King James Version (NKJV) 
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 
  


