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Please turn with me in your Bibles to John 19. We are picking up where we left off 

back in November actually, was our last sermon in the exposition of John. Now we 

are going to be looking at Verses 13-22, John 19:13-22. The title of the message is 

‘The Verdict’.  

 

One of the things that is really important when we study Scripture is to be careful 

to observe things, but with the Gospels, that’s true of course with every passage of 

Scripture, but one of the things that is helpful in observing the Gospels is to really 

see what is it that God has this particular passage there to teach me? What does this 

passage, what claim is it going to make on my life? One of the really helpful things 

is to note how the Gospel-writers give us distinct details. We have four portraits of 

Jesus in the Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and each has unique 

contributions to make. There are many things, there is a lot of overlap of course, 

because the message is all about Jesus, but it is four different views, with kind of 

differing emphases.  

 

My friend Ken Temple, you know, our dear brother here who is a missionary, he 

shared how he was in Turkey one time, he has a ministry to Farsi-speaking, former 

Muslim, and Muslims, trying to reach out to them with the Gospel, and he was in 

Istanbul, and he was talking to a young man who asked him the question, “Why are 

there four Gospels? Why four Gospels? That doesn’t make sense to me,” and Ken 

said, because they were on the street, you know traffic is just hustling around, and 

apparently it is there like a lot of places, it looks a lot more disorderly than it does 

even around here, and it looks pretty disorderly around Atlanta. So he is talking to 

a man and the guy asked him, “Why four Gospels?” and Ken says, standing on that 

street corner, “Imagine if there was a wreck in the middle of the intersection right 

here, and the police come to find out what happened, and they have one witness, 

on the corner over here. He sees the wreck, and he is able to report. But what if you 

could have four witnesses to that same wreck from different vantage points? 

Wouldn’t that give you a fuller picture?” And the man said, “Yes,” and he said, 

“That is what God is doing in the Gospels. He is giving us four different witnesses 

who saw the same events, but they are seeing it through their own experience of 

Jesus, their own background.”  
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So it is enriching for us to see these portraits and to compare, and we want to focus 

whenever we read one, to focus on the one we are reading, but it is helpful 

sometimes to note differences. John has a number of things, especially in the 

account of the passion, that is the death of Christ, the events leading up to the death 

of Christ, that are unique in his Gospel. One of the things that is unique is the way 

he makes the verdict stand out. When we say the verdict, we are talking about the 

verdict of Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, which we are going to look at in 

this passage. The structure of John’s account, the way, the details that he includes, 

really lift to the surface in an extraordinary way, the fact that Pontius Pilate makes 

a declaration about Jesus. He renders a verdict and there is great drama in the way, 

we’re going to see this, as John brings us to that moment. So that’s why we titled 

the message ‘The Verdict’. Let’s read Verses 13-22 of John 19. 

 

John 19:13-22 ~ Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he brought 

Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The 

Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of preparation 

for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he *said to the Jews, 

“Behold, your King!” 15 So they cried out, “Away with Him, away with 

Him, crucify Him!” Pilate *said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The 

chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 

 

16 So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified. 

 

17 They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing His own cross, to 

the place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha. 

18 There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on either 

side, and Jesus in between. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it 

on the cross. It was written, “JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF 

THE JEWS.” 20 Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the 

place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 

Hebrew, Latin and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews were 

saying to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews’; but that He said, ‘I 

am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have 

written.” 

 

Let’s go to the Lord in prayer.  

 



PROVIDENCE CHURCH 
Glorifying God by knowing, living and proclaiming His truth in the world 

 

  
www.ProvidenceDuluth.org   |   2146 Buford Highway, Duluth, GA. 30097   |   page 3 of 20 

Father, we ask that You might now bless us as we look at this passage of Your 

precious word. We pray that You might grant us the illuminating power of the Holy 

Spirit so that we might, in Your light, see light. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 

One of the things that you see when you compare John’s account to the other four 

Gospels is that though all four Gospels report that Pilate was involved, and that 

truly Pilate sentenced Jesus to death, Pilate gains a special emphasis in John’s 

Gospel. His name occurs many more times than it does in the other Gospel’s and 

he is featured in a much more prominent way. In fact, in John’s Gospel, ten times 

Pilate asks a question. We have his question recorded for us in quotation marks. It 

is always important to note, when you are reading a narrative, a story, an account 

of an event that happened, when someone slows down the narrative, and lets it go 

into real time, that is. You know when you are telling a story, you can cover a lot 

of ground very fast. I like to call it ‘the speed of the narrative’. I can tell you over 

the last year, I can tell you in about 30 seconds what happened in the last year. 

That’s going, you know, that is two years a minute, if I cover one year in 30 

seconds. Pretty good math, huh? Two years a minute. So I’m covering two years a 

minute, now if I stop and I say, as I’m telling you along, “Last July I met this guy, 

and he said, ‘Hey…’ and I start telling you, and I quote what he said, at that 

moment I’ve gone to real time speed. Do you understand? You’re hearing it at the 

same speed that I heard it.  

 

Now why does a person do that in telling a story? It is because he is emphasizing 

that. It is like slow motion, instant replay. They don’t show you slow motion 

instant replays, hopefully on TV when you are watching a ball game, of something 

that is irrelevant. Sometimes I feel like they do, or they don’t show you the stuff 

they should be showing you. Was the guy in bounds or not? You know, that kind 

of stuff. Anyway, sorry, I digressed, but Scripture slows down where God wants us 

to focus, and so the point is, Pilate ten times he asks questions, and five times he 

makes definitive, declarative statements, and we hear them in his words. Fifteen 

times Pilate speaks and it is recorded. When you add up Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 

a total of all three Gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, there are only 12. Twelve 

statements. John gives him 15. It is the sense that John gives him more airtime. 

Now it doesn’t make John’s Gospel better, all Gospels are perfect, but it shows us 

there is something about this person Pilate that John wants to emphasize. And what 

is it that he is doing?  
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Well we know, when we look at the questions, and the declarations, one of the 

things that we see that John also does is John records for us extended dialogues 

between Pilate and Jesus, which the other Gospels don’t do as well. For instance, 

Chapter 18:33-37, those five verses, are Pilate questioning Jesus. He starts off 

asking, in 18:33, “Are You the King of the Jews?” So that questioning goes on. 

And then in Chapter 19:9-11, he goes back into the Praetorium, takes Jesus back in 

for another questioning time, Verses 9-11. We have extensive dialogue between 

Pilate and the chief priest and the Jews. It starts in Verse 28 of Chapter 18, where 

from 28-32 there is a record of his discussion, first discussion with the chief priest. 

And then you have it again in Chapter 19:4-7, his dialogue with the Jews, and then 

again in Verses 13-16, his dialogue with the Jews. Then in Verses 21-22 of 

Chapter 19, his dialogue with the Jews. So we see this painted quite prominently. 

The Lord, as we consider the glory of our Savior’s suffering and offering at 

Calvary, He wants us to see it against the backdrop of what Pontius Pilate is doing. 

I think it is because what we see happen is that Pilate is the one that renders the 

verdict on Jesus, and so John is showing us, and what we really see is, we’re going 

to look at this, there is this kind of turbulent process going on.  

 

I mean, you’ve got the chief priests who were worked up into a frenzy, who were 

trying to effect justice very quickly, before the Sabbath comes in, they want to kill 

Jesus. So they come in the middle of the night, early in the morning to Pilate, they 

had been trying Jesus through the night. They want to get this done quickly. They 

say, “Hey, we brought someone to you. What is your accusation?” They say, 

“What’s it matter? We wouldn’t have brought Him to you if He wasn’t an evil-

doer. Let’s get this on. Let’s get this on.” Pilate then questions Jesus, sees that He 

is not guilty, and basically wants to release Him, and they fight against him. What 

you see though is that there is great antipathy between Pilate and the chief priests, 

and Pilate and the Jews. There is no love lost between them. They are hating each 

other, and it is their animosity against one another that actually ends up 

cooperating, and bringing about the most heinous crime in history—the unjust 

death of the Son of God. I say it is the most heinous crime in history, and it is, but 

it is also that which is ordained, foreordained by God before the foundation of the 

world, and that is the wonder of it. What you see is, as we walk through this in a 

minute, you’ll see the turbulent kind of circumstances that are going on. But what I 

think John wants us to see in the way the verdict comes out, is he wants us to see 

that no matter all this that is swirling around, Jesus Christ is King, and He is 

reigning even in the moment. He is sovereign over what is happening. Everything 

that is happening is happening according to plan. This is really kind of, and you see 
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this when you think about it, the larger context of John’s presentation even of 

Jesus’ passion, His death.  

 

One of the things that we saw in Chapter 18 was that the other Gospels record for 

us that Judas kissed Jesus. John pictures Jesus walking out, asking the question. 

Now it doesn’t mean that Judas didn’t kiss Him, of course he did, but what John is 

focusing on is not that detail, he is focused on the fact that Jesus walked out to 

meet the people that were coming to get Him. He wasn’t waiting there, and they 

came in, John pictures Him walking out to meet them. Why? Because Jesus is 

sovereign. Then, you remember, John is the only Gospel-writer that pictures for us 

when Jesus asks them a question, “Who are you looking for?” They say, “Jesus of 

Nazareth.” He says, “I am,” they fall down. John records that for us to show us that 

Jesus is in charge. So here again, realizing that, look at how the verdict unfolds, 

and we see again the sovereign glory of our Savior.  

 

1) Reaching the Verdict: 

 

There are three points I want us to look at this morning, and the first we’re going to 

look at is this concept of Reaching the Verdict, the first point is Reaching the 

Verdict. John goes into great detail about how it happens, how it unfolds. I started 

into that a moment ago.  

 

A) Establishing the Charge: 

 

In Chapter 18:28, we are told that Jesus is lead from Caiaphas, into the Praetorium, 

it was early in the morning, and the Jews basically are wanting to get this done 

quickly. Pilate says, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” They say, 

“If He were not an evil-doer,” Verse 30, “we would not have delivered Him to 

you.” Then Pilate says, “Take Him yourselves and judge Him according to your 

law.” Pilate wants nothing to do with them. In fact, the other Gospels tell us that he 

questioned their motives. He knew that they were jealous of Him, of Jesus. 

 

John 18:31-33 ~ The Jews said to him, “We are not permitted to put 

anyone to death,” 32 to fulfill the word of Jesus which He spoke, 

signifying by what kind of death He was about to die. 

 

33 Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned 

Jesus and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 
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So the charge is made, Reaching the Verdict, the first thing is to establish the 

charge. The first sub-point, Establishing the Charge. The Jews come in and 

basically, what they accuse Jesus of is sedition. We can infer that because of 

Pilates question in Verse 33, “Are You the King of the Jews?” From what he has 

heard from them out there, they are accusing Him of instigating a riot or revolt, 

sedition. So he asks the question, “Are You the King of the Jews?” “Are you 

guilty of sedition against Rome?” That is what Pilate’s first interview, in Verses 

33-37 is about. Jesus answers that He does not deny that He is the King. In fact, He 

accepts the fact, “Yes, I am King,” but He tells Pilate that His Kingdom is much 

greater than Pilate’s Roman kingdom, that His Kingdom is not of this world, it is a 

spiritual Kingdom. Pilate is not overly impressed except that it seems that he 

certainly has no animosity, personal animosity toward Jesus. He does mock Him, 

so I guess there is a little animosity, but he doesn’t want to kill Him. “I find no 

guilt in Him., in Verse 38, and then he tries to release Him. John shows us, as the 

other Gospels do as well, how Pilate really wanted to release Jesus. He didn’t want 

to be guilty of killing an innocent man. So in Verse 39 he comes up with an idea.  

 

John 18:39 ~ But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the 

Passover; do you wish then that I release for you the King of the Jews?” 

 

Now when he says, and he repeats ‘the King of the Jews’, he asks Jesus, “Are You 

the King of the Jews?” Then he asks the people about ‘the King of the Jews’, and I 

think he is trying to get the people to support, he knows the chief priests want this 

man dead, but he is appealing to the crowd to try to get them to support him 

releasing Him, so that he can sort of stick it to the chief priests. I think that is part 

of the reason he also says, “King of the Jews.” He is rubbing it in their faces. 

“You’ve accused Him of trying to be the King of the Jews, to take over, and fight 

against us. Well, I’ll accept that He is the King of the Jews,” and he knows that 

really rubs them raw. Well they cry out, “Not this Man, but Barabbas,” so his first 

plan to release Jesus fails.  

 

Then, he acquiesces to an extent, “Okay, I’ve lost,” and so he tries next just 

scourging Jesus, the soldiers beat Him. He allows the mockery to happen, Verse 2: 

 

John 19:2-3 ~ And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put 

it on His head, and put a purple robe on Him; 3 and they began to come 

up to Him and say, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and to give Him slaps in the 

face. 
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And so they beat Him, so Pilate lets that go on, and I think in Verses 4 and 5 he is 

actually again trying to release Jesus. I base that on the fact that he reminds them in 

Verse 4: 

 

John 19:4 ~ …“Behold, I am bringing Him out to you so that you may 

know that I find no guilt in Him.” 

 

It is the second time he said, “There is no guilt in Him.”  

 

John 19:5 ~ Jesus then came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the 

purple robe. Pilate *said to them, “Behold, the Man!” 

 

It is not absolutely clear that he is wanting to release Him at this point, but I think 

it is reasonable to infer that he is. Basically, “I’ve given into the whim of the chief 

priests, I’ve beaten Him. Look at the Man, He is suffering. I find no guilt in Him 

for all that has already happened, I’m ready to release Him.” But before he can 

even pose the question they say, “Crucify! Crucify!” And then Pilate gives his 

second sort of acquiescence which seems to be the verdict, it starts to be the 

verdict, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him.” 

“Okay, if you guys want to crucify Him, do it yourselves, I find no guilt in Him,” 

the third time he announces Jesus’ innocence. What is interesting is that the Jews 

respond, they’ve won their goal. He has agreed to let them crucify Him. Verse 7: 

 

John 19:7 ~ The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He 

ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God.” 

 

In their gloating they go on and just tell him why it is a good thing that he did this. 

In doing that, Pilate is alarmed. Look at Verse 8.  

 

John 19:8-9 ~ Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even 

more afraid; 9 and he entered into the Praetorium again… 

 

So basically, Jesus was out there ready to be delivered up to be crucified. They say 

He made Himself out to be the Son of God. Pilate calls a private conference with 

Jesus back inside because he is afraid. The Greeks and the Romans were Pagans, 

but they also were religious. They believed in deities, and to call someone the Son 

of God, he is afraid to do anything at this point, and he wants to find a way to 

release Jesus. Verse 9, …“Where are You from?”... he asks Him, …But Jesus 

gave him no answer.  
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John 19:9-10 ~ …“Where are You from?”... (he asks Him) …But Jesus 

gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate *said to Him, “You do not speak to me? 

Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have 

authority to crucify You?” 

 

Do you see the earnestness in Pilate? He wants to be free of this burden. But here 

again John records a saying of Jesus that the other Gospel-writers don’t, and look 

at the power of it.  

 

John 19:11 ~ Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, 

unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered 

Me to you has the greater sin.” 

 

“You only have the authority over Me that God has given you.”  

 

John 19:12 ~ As a result of this Pilate made efforts to release Him,…  

 

After this he is determined now, “I’ve got to release Him.” So he makes efforts to 

try and release Him. He is going out, he is going to convince the crowd, and then 

they play their trump card.  

 

John 19:12 ~ …but the Jews cried out saying, “If you release this Man, 

you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a 

king opposes Caesar.” 

 

It is astonishing that this is on the lips of Jews who hate Rome so much, “If you 

release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; This is when the commentators 

talk about the fact that the phrase ‘friend of Caesar’ was almost a technical term. It 

meant to be in good favor with Caesar, and if you were a ‘friend of Caesar’ then 

you were in good favor, and if you weren’t, you were in big trouble. One of Pilates 

close associates, indeed his, from what we can tell, his mentor, had been executed 

not long before these events. And so Pilate, being a close associate with someone 

who had been executed, obviously felt a little bit of trepidation already, and 

apparently the chief priests had been reading their newspapers, and they were 

political geniuses themselves, that is how they stayed in power the way they did. 

So they bring this up. “If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar;… 

“If you release this man, and we then tell everybody about it, and spread the word, 

you are going to be in trouble, Buddy.” It turns out later Pilate was banished from 
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the Roman empire by Caesar. …everyone who makes himself out to be a 

king opposes Caesar.” Look what it says next: 

 

John 19:13 ~ Therefore when Pilate heard these words,… 

 

He has given up releasing him.  

 

John 19:13 ~ … he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat 

at a place called The Pavement,…  

 

So the verdict happens through the Jews’ envy, and Pilate’s fearfulness. Pilate 

seems to be caught up in the spur of the moment, but his antipathy to the Jews, I 

mean, he obviously does not respect Jesus. He, in a sense, makes fun of Him when 

he says, “What is truth?” in 18:38, but he is convinced there is no guilt in Him, and 

He should not be dying. So, Reaching the Verdict, the charge, and then the process 

we just went through.  

 

2) Announcing the Verdict: 

 

Now the second major point is Announcing the Verdict. Here, this is Verses 13-14, 

and also Verses 19-22. Verse 13, look what it says.  

 

John 19:13-14 ~ Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he brought 

Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The 

Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of preparation 

for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he *said… 

 

Finally, he gets to the verdict. This is the point, now he sits down on the judgment 

seat, which shows he is about to make a definitive declaration. This is where, when 

a process like this would happen, he would sit down on the judgment seat and say, 

“Barabbas, accused of rebellion, sentenced to death by crucifixion,” this is the kind 

of declaration that is made. The verdict is stated and then the punishment is 

executed. So he sits down on the judgment, John wants us to realize, he is sitting 

down on the judgment seat, and the early audience, the 1st Century audience of 

John, would have known this is significant, this is the way it is done, this is the 

way the Romans do it. When they are ready to announce the verdict in a situation, 

they sit on the judgment seat. It was an elevated place, usually they would make 

steps up to something, and they have to actually climb steps to get on the judgment 

seat because it is symbolizing the power and authority of Rome. So he ascends the 
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stairs to the judgment seat, sits down, and not only that, look at the extra details, … 

at a place called The Pavement,… John takes the time to name the place. He 

specifies the date, Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover;… This 

means it was Friday of Passover week. The ‘day of preparation’ could be translated 

‘Friday’. It was Friday of the Passover. Then he gives the time, …it was about 

the sixth hour. He is about to tell us the verdict.  

 

Those of us who are old enough remember the O.J. Simpson trial. Remember that? 

How long we watched that? You know, on the news every night it seemed like, for 

months, and months, and months. You remember when they announced, “The 

verdict is in. The jury is in.” Everybody on every news network everywhere was 

showing that live. The verdict! Or how about the verdict in the 2000 presidential 

election? Remember when that election ended up being litigated in the Florida 

court, in the Florida Supreme Court, and finally the U.S. Supreme Court, and you 

are waiting, “What is the decision?” When you are waiting on a decision like that, 

and the readers of John’s Gospel, reading the story, feeling as they are able to 

relate to the circumstances, seeing so many things like this happen in their own 

Roman provinces. The man gets up on the judgment seat, he is about to read the 

verdict, and then John says, …at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, 

Gabbatha. Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about 

the sixth hour. It was kind of like, “Here is the verdict, read at Duluth, Georgia, at 

11:55 A.M., on Sunday.” It is like all that is laid out, building the suspense, and 

then finally the verdict, and rather than guilty of sedition, the verdict is this: 

 

John 19:14 ~ And he *said to the Jews, “Behold, your King!” 

 

The one representing Caesar, the greatest most powerful nation on the earth at that 

time has examined Jesus on two separate occasions. He’s heard the charges, he’s 

considered the evidence, and he doesn’t just say, “Not guilty.” He says He is King. 

That is the verdict. And you see this emphasized even more by the inscription 

controversy in Verses 19 to 22. All four Gospels record the inscription, but only 

John records the controversy about the inscription. Look at Verse 19. 

 

John 19:19 ~ Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It 

was written, “JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”  

 

Verses 20 to 22 are unique to John.  
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John 19:20 ~ Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the 

place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 

Hebrew, Latin and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews were 

saying to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews’; but that He said, ‘I 

am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have 

written.” 

 

First of all, the word inscription there in the English in Verse 19 and Verse 20, 

Pilate also wrote an inscription… Verse 19, and …many of the Jews read this 

inscription,… I’m reading the New American Standard Bible. The word there is 

the Greek word τίτλος (titlos), which we transliterate our word title from it. So it 

means title. He wrote this title. It wasn’t a charge. It was a title, the King of the 

Jews. And look at the emphasis on the fact that he wrote it. It occurs six times the 

word write, wrote, or written, two times as inscription and then an additional six 

times as write, wrote, or written.  

 

John 19:19 ~ Pilate also wrote an inscription… 

 

John 19:19 ~ It was written, “JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF 

THE JEWS.”  

 

John 19:20 ~ Therefore many of the Jews read this inscription, for the 

place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 

Hebrew, Latin and in Greek.  

 

It was written three times in three languages. 

 

John 19:21 ~ So the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, “Do 

not write,… 

 

John 19:22 ~ Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

 

It was emphasizing that the decision that Pilate has made stands. This verdict is the 

verdict. It continues to be opposed. It’s written in three languages. Why three 

languages? Well, of course the Jews there, their language was Hebrew or Hebrew 

Aramaic. The Roman’s language was Latin. That was the legal language of the 

Roman people. And Greek was the legal language of the empire. That was the 

language that everyone spoke. So this announcement, the verdict, “He is your 

King,” was actually written in every language for everyone to read, and it was 
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posted at the top of the cross. Jesus is lifted up from the ground, hanging as a 

sacrifice for the whole world to see. “If I be lifted up, I draw all men to Me,” He 

quoted just less than a week before these events, in John 12, and now the charge 

there that hangs above Him, “The King of the Jews,” and Pilate’s words, “Behold, 

your King.”  

 

It’s interesting that that word behold is used by Pilate three times. I mentioned he 

makes five statements and three questions. Three of his statements are basically 

imperatives, “Behold,” which means, “Look.” “Behold, look.”  

 

John 19:4 ~ Pilate came out again and *said to them, “Behold, I am 

bringing Him out to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in 

Him.” 

 

“Look at Him. I’m bringing Him out. I find no guilt in Him. Behold Him.” 

 

John 19:5 ~ …Pilate *said to them, “Behold, the Man!” 

 

And then after He has this other interview about Him being the Son of God, he 

says: 

 

John 19:14 ~ …“Behold, your King!” 

 

So even though Pilate’s heart is not to say, “He’s really the King,” it’s not Pilate’s 

heart. Pilate is rubbing it in the Jews’ face. He’s saying, “Behold, your King! And 

look what I’m doing to your King.” He’s trying to humiliate the Jewish people, 

because of his antipathy and anger with the chief priests. I mean, it would have 

been a tough place to be a Roman governor. The Jews were always trouble. They 

weren’t like all the other nations that would just cooperate. Not everybody was 

super cooperative, but they weren’t as uncooperative as the Jews with all of their 

religious laws. Even the fact that Pilate, remember they couldn’t come in to talk to 

him. When they come to the Praetorium, they can’t come inside. He has to go 

outside to meet with them. That had to fly in the face of a Roman governor.  

 

Imagine you go down to see the governor. I’d like to talk to the governor myself 

right now in Georgia, but anyway, if you go down to talk with the governor and 

say, “I’m here to see the governor, tell him to come outside. I want to talk to him,” 

you’re going to be waiting a long time. Either you’ll be waiting a long time or 

you’ll be escorted to the jail. “He’s not coming out to talk to you. Who are you to 
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tell him that you want him to come outside?” That’s the kind of thing Pilate dealt 

with all the time. “Oh, it’s the Jewish holidays again. The crowds are coming in.” 

He was so irritated with them. He just wanted some peace and quiet, and they were 

always giving him trouble. And so he hasn’t really considered the claims of Jesus 

in a personal way. He’s examined Him. He said, “There’s no guilt in Him. He’s 

clearly not guilty of sedition. He’s clearly an innocent man of these charges.” 

“He’s just a little off,” he probably thought. “What’s He talking about a kingdom 

that’s not of this world?” And yet he has a sense in his heart there’s something 

about the man that frightens me. Remember the other Gospels tell us his wife sent 

word, “Have nothing to do with this man. I had a dream.” So he is afraid like it 

says in Verse 8. 

 

John 19:8 ~ Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was even 

more afraid; 

 

So he’s motivated by fear and he’s motivated by hatred of the Jewish leaders. He 

knows what kind of political connivers they are, and so when he says, “Behold, 

your King!” he is just giving it to them. And when he says, “Shall I crucify your 

King?” he’s giving it to them. But just like Caiaphas, remember, in the last part of 

John 11 after Lazarus’ resurrection, the raising of Lazarus, when Caiaphas says to 

the Sanhedrin that have gathered there: 

 

John 11:49 ~ But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, 

said to them, “You know nothing at all, 50 nor do you take into account 

that it is expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the 

whole nation not perish.” 

 

Caiaphas said better than he knew. John records that and he says in Verse 51: 

 

John 11:51 ~ Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high 

priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, 

52 and not for the nation only, but in order that He might also gather 

together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 

 

He had exactly the same thing happening in Pontius Pilate. He says, “Behold, your 

King!” because God is telling him, “You say, ‘Behold, the King!’” It’s written in 

all languages because He’s not just the King of the Jews. He is the King of the 

Jews. Being the King of the Jews makes Him the King of everybody. He is the 

King. 
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And though Pilate was trying to protect himself and do his own thing, and was 

willing to give Jesus over, and though the chief priests hate Christ, hate God, and 

are working to destroy God’s anointed, the reality is they do exactly what God 

wants. It’s evident in the fact that Jesus had told them, “I’m going to have to suffer 

at the hands of the chief priests, and the Jews, and the Greeks. I’m going to have to 

die and I’m going to rise again.” He’d been telling the disciples this throughout His 

ministry. They didn’t understand it, and here God is bringing it all to pass. 

 

We read Psalm 2 earlier in the Scripture reading time. Turn over to Acts 4. The 

reason we read Psalm 2 earlier is because of this passage. I said that it related to 

and would be fulfilled in what we read in John 19, and I based that on what Luke 

records for us that the early church did in Acts 4. This is after Peter and John have 

been released from prison. They’ve come back and reported to the people all that 

the Elders and chief priests had said to them when they told them not to preach the 

Gospel and all of that, and the people began to pray and praise God. Verse 24: 

 

Acts 4:24 ~ “O Lord, it is You who made the heaven and the earth and the 

sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth 

of our father David Your servant, said, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 

And the peoples devise futile things? 

 

26 ‘The kings of the earth took their stand, 

And the rulers were gathered together 

Against the Lord and against His Christ.’ 

 

That’s Psalm 2:1-2. “Why did the Gentiles rage, and the people devise vain things? 

The kings of the earth take their stand. Rulers take counsel together against the 

Lord and against His Anointed.” And look what they say in Verse 27: 

 

Acts 4:27 ~ For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your 

holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 

along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your 

hand and Your purpose predestined to occur. 

 

Psalm 2 was fulfilled at Calvary. Psalm 2 was fulfilled in the trial of Jesus. And so 

what is he saying? What did Psalm 2 say, remember? Turn back to Psalm 2 for a 

moment. The people are motivated by the desire to cast away God’s rule. Verse 3: 
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Psalm 2:3  

“Let us tear their fetters apart 

And cast away their cords from us!” 

 

But what does God do in this moment when the people are gathered together 

against His anointed? He laughs at them and He says in Verse 6: 

 

Psalm 2:3  

“But as for Me, I have installed My King 

Upon Zion, My holy mountain.” 

 

Now back to John 19. What we just witnessed is the installation of the King. He’s 

installed as King, and God makes Pilate call Him King, even though he is speaking 

better than he can possibly imagine. He is representing the Roman government, 

pronouncing Jesus innocent three times. “I find no guilt in Him. I find no guilt in 

Him. I find no guilt in Him.” Just like the Jewish priests had to do right before they 

made an offering, it had to be a clean offering, so Pilate representing the highest 

authority, says, “There’s no guilt in Him,” and, “He is King.” The authority of 

God, so that what this tells you is that as Jesus seems to be caught up in these 

political forces that are swirling around, the envy of the Jewish leaders, the 

fearfulness of Pilate, the wrath of the emperor that Pilate fears, Jesus seems to be 

just an innocent bystander caught up in it, but no he’s not. He’s more than that. He 

is not only not a bystander. He’s the one that is manipulating every circumstance.  

 

This is why Jesus said in John 10, “I have authority to lay My life down and I have 

authority to take it up again.” When He lays His life down He’s doing something 

authoritative. “No one takes it from Me. I lay it down.” That’s what we see even 

here. So announcing the verdict, responding to the verdict—we looked at reaching 

the verdict, announcing the verdict, and now responding to the verdict. 

 

3) Responding to the Verdict: 

 

First of all, Pilate’s response. The verdict is, “Behold, your King!” Verse 16 is 

Pilate’s response. 

 

John 19:16 ~ So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified. 

 

That’s how Pilate responded to the news that Jesus is the King. As I said, I think 

his intentions were basically not malicious directly to Jesus. He was what we might 
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call indifferent. He was concerned just to keep peace and order, personal peace in 

his own life. He was okay with the fact Jesus might be some kind of King. “I’m not 

that interested.” But what we see in Pilate is you cannot approach the King of 

kings that way. If you approach the King of kings and you consider who He is, and 

you try to remain indifferent, you will become the enemy of Christ. “You are either 

for Me or against Me,” Jesus said. There is no middle ground. Pilate tries to walk 

that straight and  narrow of the middle ground, and there is no middle ground, and 

you can’t wash your hands of the guilt. 

 

Responding to the verdict, first of all, Pilate’s response, but secondly, the Jewish 

leaders’ response. They’re not indifferent. They’re characterized by outright 

hostility, rage, frenzied opposition. It’s almost like watching sharks in a feeding 

frenzy, to watch the way they go just nuts, in this situation. When Pilate comes out, 

first of all he says: 

 

John 18:39 ~ …do you wish then that I release for you the King of the 

Jews?” 

 

They had incited the crowd: 

 

John 18:40 ~ … “Not this Man, but Barabbas.” 

 

And then John says: 

 

John 18:40 ~ Now Barabbas was a robber. 

 

They want a real criminal to be released. And then when he brings Him out after 

having Him beaten, flogged, and humiliated, he says: 

 

John 19:4 ~ …I find no guilt in Him.” 

 

They say, “Crucify Him!” So he’s about to give Him over to crucifixion, and they 

say: 

 

John 19:7 ~ “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He 

made Himself out to be the Son of God.” 

 

Pilate, as we saw earlier, questions Him, and he made every effort to release Him. 

Verse 12: 
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John 19:12 ~ but the Jews cried out saying, “If you release this Man, you 

are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king 

opposes Caesar.” 

 

They’re putting themselves on the side of Caesar. They’re thinking like Romans, 

and it gets worse, because when he says, “Behold, your King!” they’ve had all they 

can stand, and they cry out, “Away with Him! Away with Him! Crucify Him!” 

Pilate, in perplexity says: 

 

John 19:15 ~ “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, 

“We have no king but Caesar.” 

 

I’ve been trying to think about the analogy of this kind of statement. It’s like this 

isn’t quite enough, but it gives just a little bit of a sense of it. You know if you 

watch an old Perry Mason show, remember Perry Mason the lawyer? Remember 

the person he was defending was always innocent? So I don’t know how that D.A. 

kept his job, but anyway, what would happen is Perry Mason would prove that one 

of the witnesses was actually the guilty person. Remember he had somebody on 

the stand and he would trick them into saying what it was that proved that they 

were the one who did the murder. And when it comes out, there it is and you can’t 

take it back.  

 

That’s exactly what happens here. Jesus is accused by the Jews to the Romans of 

sedition, but what they really accused Him of from the word of God is blasphemy. 

When Jesus said to them, “You shall see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 

glory,” the high priest tore his clothes and said, “We’ve heard enough. This man’s 

made Himself out to be God. He’s made Himself out to be the Son of God. He’s 

blasphemed.” So they accuse Him, and Jesus is on trial for blasphemy, but what 

happens right here is one of the witnesses shows he’s the guilty one, or they are the 

guilty ones. When they say, “We have no king but Caesar,” they have blasphemed 

in a way that listen, a 1st Century Jew reading this for the first time, they hear the 

chief priests’ answer. The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar,” a 

Jew. And remember John’s Gospel was written primarily to Jews and Jewish 

proselytes to convince them that Jesus is the Christ. He writes late, probably 

around 85 AD, 50+ years after the events of Jesus’ death and resurrection. By that 

time the Jews have cooled off radically, more and more and more, to the Gospel, 

and so God gives them one last Gospel directed at them. And so the Jews and 

Jewish proselytes that would have read this, when the chief priests said, “We have 

no king but Caesar,” they would have wanted to tear their clothes in indignation 
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that that would have happened and it’s insanity. This is like one of those times 

where the guy goes crazy on the stand, in a frenzy, and just says, “Yeah, I killed 

him. I killed him. It was great.” It’s just insane. What’s really going on?  

 

What we see them do is in their frenzied opposition, in their determination to reject 

Jesus as their King, they destroy themselves. They repudiate their national identity. 

“We have no king but Caesar.” It’s like an American saying, “Hey, we want to 

serve the Communist leader of China.” They’ve betrayed themselves nationally. 

They’re national traitors, and more than that, they are spiritual heretics worthy of 

death, because for the Jewish people, it wasn’t just a national thing. They were the 

people of God, and the Old Testament makes clear that God is the only true King 

of Israel, that His Davidic monarch leads basically as His representative. The Lord 

is the King. So when they say, “We have no king but Caesar,” they are repudiating 

God Himself. And what does that say?  

 

Jesus comes into all of our lives when someone hears about Christ. The Scripture 

gives the verdict—He is the King. He has shown by being raised from the dead 

that He is the King. The verdict has been announced in every language. It’s 

published. This is the message for all people, every place. And the question is what 

is your response to that verdict? How do we respond to His Kingship? If we try to 

respond with indifference, we will be like Pilate and we will find that we are just as 

much a party to hating Him, as the most ardent atheist. And if we resist Him 

directly, we will destroy ourselves. It’s amazing, the Jews said, “We have no king 

but Caesar,” the incredible irony of that.  

 

Luke tells us that as Jesus was walking to the cross, that there were some women 

weeping for Him. He was beaten and bruised, beyond recognition, trying to make 

His way to the cross. He looks at those Jewish women and He says, “Weep not for 

Me. Weep for yourselves and your children, for soon it will be that this Proverb 

will be said. ‘Blessed is the womb that has not born a child.’ And people will be 

saying, ‘Let the rocks come down and cover us.’” He was talking about the 

destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. “You want Caesar as your king?” God says, 

“I’ll give you Caesar as your king.” If you read about the destruction of Jerusalem, 

it was horrible. Josephus said 1.1 million innocent Jews that weren’t combatants 

died in the siege of Jerusalem. They destroyed the city, burned the temple to the 

ground. That’s why the remnant of the temple is still in Jerusalem, the Wailing 

Wall. Josephus says that blood flowed from the temple, down from the temple 

mount like a river, bodies, upon bodies, upon bodies. God says, “You want a king 

like Caesar? You won’t accept My King. I’ve installed My King, and if you won’t 
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accept My King, you will suffer. That is the powerful implication of our response 

to the verdict. He has installed His King. He has anointed His King. His King is 

Jesus, and He has done everything necessary to save, and He is, as Psalm 2 said, 

“He is a gracious Savior,” but He will not be trifled with. If you will not honor 

Him, you will find that He will break you with a rod of iron. He will shatter you 

like earthenware. We need to heed the last few words of Psalm 2. 

 

Psalm 2 

 

10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; 

Take warning, O judges of the earth. 

11 Worship the Lord with reverence 

And rejoice with trembling. 

12 Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry,  

and you perish in the way, 

For His wrath may soon be kindled. 

 

I love the last words of that Psalm. After all of that terror: 

 

How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! 

 

He is a King that deserves to be worshipped, and when He’s not worshipped, God 

is angry, and God will vindicate His anger. And you and I have denied Him the 

true worship that He deserves. Our only hope is not to run away from Him, 

because you cannot run away from Him. You can’t be indifferent like Pilate and 

try to escape the situation. You can’t fight Him like the Jews did. The only solution 

is to submit to Him, to surrender to Him, and to find that that is the sweetest most 

wonderful place that you can ever imagine, that though He is a King, He is a tender 

Shepherd. 

 

Let’s go to the Lord in prayer… 

 

Our Father, we thank You for the way of salvation that You have made available to 

all people. We thank You that You published Your message of Your King at 

Golgotha. You published it for all people to see in every language, that the one 

thing that every single person in the world needs is to accept the Kingship of Jesus, 

because that’s the only way they can be free from the tyranny of sin and of Satan, 

and that if we reject the Kingship of Jesus, we shall have our fill of the tyranny of 

sin and of Satan forever.  
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But we’re thankful that Jesus is mighty to save, that His Name itself means Yahweh 

is salvation, that You are a God who abounds in lovingkindness and overflows with 

compassion and mercy, but you will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. 

Father, thank You that You have made a way, a sufficient way, a wonderful and 

glorious way, to move from being the enemies of God, to being the precious 

children of God, and to be able to experience eternity in Your presence with 

complete, infinite joy, to see the glory of Your goodness and to be able to stand in 

perfect righteousness all because of Jesus’ great sacrifice. We pray that You would 

help everyone in this room to truly submit, completely and fully to King Jesus. We 

pray this in His Name, Amen. 
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