
Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
04/12/2020 
1 Corinthians 4:17-20 

1 
 

1 Corinthians 4:17-20  17  For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, 
and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach 
every where in every church.  18  Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you.  19  But I 
will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but 
the power.  20  For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 
 
17a  For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the 
Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every 
where in every church. 
 
Paul’s cause for directing the Corinthians to the example of the apostles in the previous verses 
(verses 9-13) was this: “that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is 
written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another” (verse 6). And Paul’s remedy 
for being “puffed up for one against another” was “be ye followers of me” (verse 16). 
 
17b  For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and 
faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as 
I teach every where in every church. 
 
Who was Timothy? Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed the gospel of Jesus Christ in Lystra and 
Derbe. 
 

Acts 14:6-7  They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and 
unto the region that lieth round about:  7  And there they preached the gospel. 

 
Timothy lived in the area of Derbe and Lystra. 
 

Acts 16:1-5  Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, 
named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his 
father was a Greek:  2  Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and 
Iconium.  3  Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him 
because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a 
Greek.  4  And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to 
keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem.  5  And so 
were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily. 

 
Why was Timothy the right person for Paul to send to the Corinthians? Timothy: 

• Was a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

• Had a good reputation with the congregation of God.  

• Was chosen by Paul as a companion and a student. 

• Proclaimed (with Paul) the doctrines and practices established by “the apostles and 
elders which were at Jerusalem”.  

• Solidified (with Paul) the congregations of God in the truth. 
 

The precedent is established: Jesus Christ gave authority to the apostles at Jerusalem and to 
Paul directly (on the road to Damascus). Submission to and adherence to their authority and the 
following of their example by the ministers that had been given authority over them gave the 
congregations all that they needed to thrive and grow.  
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Paul trusted Timothy because they had experience together. He considered Timothy a spiritual 
son. 
 

1 Timothy 1:2a  Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith:  
 

2 Timothy 1:2a  To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: 
 
Paul trusted Timothy because he knew of the origin of Timothy’s faith and had seen Timothy’s 
faith in Jesus Christ put in action as they ministered together. 
 

2 Timothy 1:5-6  When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which 
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in 
thee also.  6  Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is 
in thee by the putting on of my hands. 

 
17c  For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the 
Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I 
teach every where in every church. 
 

2 Timothy 3:10-11  But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, 
faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,  11  Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto 
me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the 
Lord delivered me. 

 
Timothy’s mission to the Corinthian congregation was to remind them of Paul’s example in 
Jesus Christ. Paul never separates the two things. He is not directing Timothy to proclaim Paul, 
but rather Paul in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the ultimate, the supreme, the perfect, example to 
every child of God and takes precedence over all others, for his example is perfect, not 
compromised by sin. While Paul was a good example to Timothy and to the congregations he 
ministered unto, Paul always submits to the authority of Jesus Christ. 
 
17d  For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the 
Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every 
where in every church. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:23  But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness; 

 
Paul, with Timothy, taught the simple truth: Jesus Christ is the son of God. He lived a perfect 
life in the flesh on the Earth, was crucified and bled on the cross at Calvary for the sins of his 
people, died on the cross between two thieves, went in soul and spirit to Heaven, was buried in 
body in the grave, rose whole (soul, spirit, and body) on the third day, was given all authority on 
Earth and in Heaven, ministered to his disciples and apostles, and returned victorious to reign 
at the right hand of God the father until this present day. The same message should be taught to 
congregations by their ministers today. 
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18  Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you.   
 
Paul transitions here from warning the congregation at Corinth that Timothy was coming to 
remind them of his example in Jesus Christ to warning them directly about the error that was 
prevalent in some of their thinking. They thought it was the man (or men), not Jesus Christ, 
from whom authority originated. They thought that if Paul did not come in-person, they had 
nothing to be concerned about. They thought that they were above reproach if Paul was not 
present among them. But their error is one that still pervades anti-Christian thinking today.  
 

2 Peter 3:3-4  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts,  4  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 

 
19  But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of 
them which are puffed up, but the power. 
 
Scripture does not reveal whether Paul came again to Corinth, but whether he did or did not, it 
does not matter. When the gospel was preached to the Corinthians it was preached by the power 
of God in his wisdom and strength with his authority, not Paul’s or Apollos’ or Peter’s or any 
other man’s. Those who were “puffed up” had their trust placed in men, whether themselves, or 
the apostles and their disciples, or false teachers in their midst. This was their error: they 
elevated men’s power and lowered God’s power in their minds. This was fundamental mistake 
that tainted all of their thinking. 
 

Matthew 22:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the 
scriptures, nor the power of God. 

 
20  For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.   
 
Jesus Christ established his kingdom, not by men’s words, but by God’s power.  
 

Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. 
 
Luke 22:69  Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God. 

 
Revelation 19:11-16  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat 
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make 
war.  12  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name 
written, that no man knew, but he himself.  13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: 
and his name is called The Word of God.  14  And the armies which were in heaven followed 
him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  15  And out of his mouth goeth a 
sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: 
and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  16  And he hath on 
his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 

Jesus Christ rules in the kingdom of God and the kingdoms of men. His power is given to men 
because he is the authority over all things physical and spiritual. He gave his power for the 
specific purpose of proclaiming his kingdom to specific men: the apostles. 

 
Luke 24:49  And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 
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He gave those that would hear (receive and believe) the proclamation of the apostles power to be 
born spiritually of the Holy Ghost. 

 
John 1:12-13  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:  13  Which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 
The message of the apostles would be passed on through God’s power by the continued 
preaching of the gospel to the spiritual generations that would follow the apostles and their 
disciples. 
 

Romans 1:16-17  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek.  17  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but 
unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:24  But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

 
The power is not then in the words that are spoken by men, but in the power of God which 

prepares the hearts and minds of men to receive it and believe it. Paul was determined to drive 

this point home to the Corinthians: Jesus Christ is the authority (he is the king of the kingdoms) 

and God has given him the power to rule. No words that are spoken by men or to men can 

change those truths. 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech 
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.  2  For I determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  3  And I was with you in 
weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.  4  And my speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:  5  That 
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

 
Considering these truths, let us ask ourselves these questions: 

• Do our ministers teach, preach, and warn with their own authority or the authority of 
Jesus Christ? 

• Do our ministers develop other ministers under their authority or the authority of Jesus 
Christ? 

• Do we trust in the words of men or do we trust in the living Word of God, Jesus Christ? 

• Do we faithfully proclaim the full gospel in both word and deed? 

• Who is our authority? Who do we ascribe power unto? Men or God? 
 


