
Westminster Confession of Faith: Session One 
Introduction, History, and Overview 

 
“Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are 
in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells 

in us” (2 Timothy 1:13-14 NKJV). 
 

I. Preliminary Matters 
a. Subject of the Class 

 
 

b. Book for the Class 
 
 

c. Purpose of the Class 
 
 

II. The Necessity of Confessions of Faith 
a. Unity – (1 Cor. 1:10) 

 
 

b. Clarity – (1 Cor. 14:33) 
 
 

c. Perspective – (1 Cor. 15:3) 
 
 

d. Rootedness – (2 Thess. 2:15) 
 
 
*Good way to remember: “Confessions have PURCs (‘perks’).” 
 

III. History and Overview of the Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) 
a. History 

i. Before the Westminster Assembly 



1. English Civil War (1642-1649) 
 
 

2. Solemn League and Covenant (1643) 
 
 

ii. The Westminster Assembly (1643-1653) 
 
 

b. Overview 
i. Thirty-three chapters 

 
 

ii. Logical Flow of the Confession 
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