
 Why Works Don’t Work -- Part 2 

Arguments from Moses and the Prophets 

 

Galatians 3:6-14 
 

Good morning, everyone.  Today we continue our study in the book of Galatians, where Paul is writing to 

churches to reel them back into sound biblical doctrine.  They have been misled by the Judaizers, whom Paul 

refers to as false brethren.  The whole book pertains to how a person is made right with God.  The biblical word 

for that is “justification.” 

 

These Judaizers were urging the Galatian churches not to put so much stock in faith.  Rather, they were telling 

them that their justification rests upon what they do: their religious works.  That they could be sure they were 

God’s only by taking the mark of the Jews, circumcision, and fulfilling the obligations and requirements of the 

law in addition to their faith in Christ.  This shook them, and because they too quickly believed what they were 

told, they were embracing the doctrinal heresy of legalism and it was permeating their churches. 

 

That’s right.  Genuinely saved Christian church-folk falling for heresy.  It happens all the time.  And this 

particular form of heresy is the most common, least recognized, form of heresy floating around in Christian 

churches today (and I use that term loosely.)  And you are far more susceptible to it than you may realize.  In 

fact, many of you grew up or have spent time in such churches, where it is taught that there is no assurance of 

salvation apart from baptism, communion, church membership etc.  In such churches it is what you do that 

saves you, and what you continue to do that keeps you saved.  That’s justification by works and it’s heresy. 

 

Turn in your bibles to Galatians 3:6-14.  Before I read, let me place this in context. 

 

Paul has argued for his doctrinal authority as an apostle on equal footing with the Jerusalem apostles.  He has 

argued for doctrinal harmony among all the apostles on this matter of justification by faith.   

 

Now in our passage today, he argues that not only do Peter and John and James and the others believe and teach 

justification by faith in Christ. but the Old Testament Scriptures actually are clear about this as well.  And he 

quotes from both Old Testament law and prophetic literature to assure them that their faith in Christ, all by 

itself, is able to make them right before God.  Considering who the false doctrine was coming from (the 

Judaizers), these are very skillful and powerful arguments.   

 

When Paul wrote this, these churches were already caught up in this false teaching about justification by works. 

But the best time to read and study scripture on a particular subject is before a heretical teaching begins to 

disturb the church.  God thought that you and I might be susceptible to this heresy. So He gave us one whole 

book of the bible devoted and dedicated primarily to this single doctrine.  So it is really important that you and I 

become rock-solid on the doctrine of justification by faith.   

 

God wants us to be sure that a faith-filled hearing of the gospel of Christ is able to save us and keep us 

saved.  And these arguments can help achieve that.  So let’s take a look. 

 

Argument #1: Abraham was justified by faith v. 6-9 (Gen 15:6, 12:3) 

 

Galatians 3:6-9  Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD,  AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
7Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 8And the Scripture, foreseeing that 

God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE 

NATIONS SHALL BE BLESSED IN YOU."  

 

Here’s his line of reasoning: 

1) Abraham himself was made righteous (justified) by faith. (Quote of Gen 15:6.) 



2) So those of Abraham’s seed who believe God, like Abraham did, are “sons of Abraham.”  

3) So Gentiles, too, enter the blessing by faith like Abraham did. (Quote of Gen 12:3) 

 

Paul is saying, “Justification by faith has been God’s way since redemption history began with Abraham.  It 

started out this way, and it’s still this way today.”   

 

The Judaizers critiqued the doctrine of justification by faith as an a fundamental change and departure from 

historic scripture, but in fact, it was justification by works of the law that would have constituted a change.  

Skip to Galatians 2:15-18.  Here Paul nails this argument of consistency down tight. 

 

Now think of how strong an argument this is.   

1) Abraham, the one who you claim as your spiritual father, was justified by faith.  

2) Moses himself, the giver of the law, is the one who says so.  

3) The unchanging nature of a covenant means that the Abrahamic covenant and the Mosaic covenant must be 

in harmony with one another.    

4) Therefore, to say that the Mosaic covenant was justification by works, when the Abrahamic covenant was 

justification by faith, constitutes the fundamental change. 

 

(Note: Even Jesus anticipated the criticism that the Jews would make of Him when He said, “Don’t think I came 

to abolish the law. I came to fulfill it. Matthew 5)    

 

1
st
 Conclusion -  Gal 3:9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer. That is 

his Paul’s pro-faith argument from the Old Testament.  Now he turns to an anti-works argument from 

scripture. 

 

Argument #2: Justification by works is a cursed method.  (Deuteronomy 27:26, Leviticus 18:5) 

 

Galatians 3:10-12  For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS 

EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."(moses) 
11Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 

(Habakkuk) 12However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, "HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY 

THEM." 

 

Some are of faith…these are Abraham’s sons.  Some are of works…these are cursed.  You either approach 

justification by faith or by works.  Those approaching justification by works, rather than faith, are cursed Moses 

says.  Why?  Here’s the logic: 

 

1) Moses says “He who practices the Law must live by the Law” 

2) If you try to live by the Law, you must fulfill all things written in the Book of the Law 

3) You’re cursed because it’s over your head to do so.   

4) Therefore “The righteous shall live by faith” 

 

Conclusion: No one is justified by the Law before God 

 

Now let’s let that logic morph into current religious culture.  Let’s say a church, pastor, teacher, etc claims 

someone is justified before God by something they do: say baptism, communion, church giving, etc.  If you bite 

on that, you are sunk before you start because you have already failed to do everything you should do.  It’s too 

late for you to live by the Law for your entire lifetime.  It was too late before you left the labor and delivery 

room.   

 

You see, what happens is that man-centered religion wants to motivate people to do the thing they should by 

attaching justification/salvation to it and making works a means of salvation, rather than a mark of salvation. 
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Like circumcision and the Law, they were never meant to be a means of justification.  They were meant to be a 

mark of justification.  They marked God’s people as His and different from the rest of the world.   

 

So Paul tells these believers: 1) The Old Testament teaches us that justification is by faith and 2) justification by 

works is impossible for us.  And finally he bridges the first two arguments together with his next argument. 

 

Argument #3: Christ became cursed for us and fulfilled the Mosaic covenant. (Deut 21:23)  

 

Galatians 3:13-14 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is 

written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE"-- 14in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 

might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.  

 

Cursed means doomed or rejected by God.  In ancient Judaism a criminal was executed, usually by stoning and 

then hung on a tree as a visible demonstration to the community not to commit such a crime.  The quote “cursed 

is everyone who hangs on a tree” comes from the instruction in the law to do this following capital punishment. 

 

So Paul has quoted from Moses in two places about being cursed 

 

1
st
 – Cursed is the one who does not abide by all things written in the law 

2
nd

 – Cursed is he who hangs on a tree. 

3
rd

 – Jesus who alone fulfilled the law and therefore not cursed was executed and hung on a tree.  Why? He 

became cursed for us. 

 

Are you seeing this now? You are cursed because you have not abided by all things written in the law and the 

judgement or rejection due you fell on Christ.  And here is the result: 

 

Result #1: In order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles (that’s you). 

Result #2: So that we might receive or appropriate the promise of the Spirit (God’s mark of identification that 

you’re his) by faith. 

 

Christ died so you could be justified by faith because you were incapable of being justified by works.   

 

When Jesus was crucified on a tree, this made putting faith in Him a real stumbling block to the Jews.  How can 

I put my faith in someone whom God has obviously rejected?  How can God reject his own Messiah unless this 

is proof he was a fake?   

 

Now turn in your bible to a wonderfully worded verse in 1 Cor. 1:21-24 (NASB)   For since in the wisdom of 

God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of 

the message preached to save those who believe. 22For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for 

wisdom; 23but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, 24but to those 

who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

 

Do you see how justification by works nullifies the grace of Christ having come?   

 

For the Galatian believers to embrace justification by works of the law is tantamount to thinking they didn’t 

need the cross after all.  They didn’t need Jesus, and they didn’t need His work in their behalf. 

 

Now they wouldn’t have said that.  But when you embrace a mix of justification by faith and justification by 

works, you are embracing a complete contradiction.  You are saying I need Christ, I don’t need Christ. I am 

unable to live perfectly, and able to live perfectly, at the same time.   

 



He’s making them think through their theology isn’t he?  And he anticipates the next question quite well which 

is why the law then.  What is the purpose of the law if not to justify?  That we will take up next week. 

 

Conclusion:  Today I want to wrap up by helping us look at this whole discourse from two perspectives: 

 

First the Christ followers among us, and second the undecided among us. 

Christ follower - What’s at stake if a church goes the way of legalism?   

 

Why should the Christian not revert to works?  Why is Paul fighting so hard to prevent this?   If they are 

already saved, what does it matter if they get this belief wrong? Why fight to be right? 

  

Other domino's that fall once justification by works of the law is embraced: 

 The church will mislead the lost and obscure the gospel – (grandparents who make a stink about 

their children not being baptized as babies) 

 Christians will be working to get what they already possess 

 Pride – You will miscredit your righteousness to self instead of Christ 

 Judgmentalism will trump love – self-righteousness breeds contempt and judgment, whereas 

imputed righteousness breeds an environment of grace 

 True gratitude based worship will be replaced by pharisaical worship 

 Our understanding of God's love gets perverted from unconditional to conditional performance 

based love. 

 We lose the security of our salvation because it’s based upon our perfection, which in our heart 

we know we can’t achieve. 

 Etc. 

 

Legalism is the beginning of the end of a local church.  It becomes toxic to a faith and grace filled community. 

 

Unbeliever – What does this passage teach you? 

  

1) Through faith in Christ, you can enter God’s family and belong to God's  

2) Through faith in Christ, you can be redeemed from the eternal curse of futiley attempting to be good 

enough for God. 

3) Through faith in Christ, all the promises and blessings and inheritance from God become yours.  

  

  
Let’s pray.



Why Works Don’t Work - Part 2 
Arguments from Moses and the Prophets 

Galatians 3:6-18 
 

Individual Preparation 
Do you think you are susceptible to embracing false doctrine?  God 
thinks so.  That is why God has preserved the book of Galatians for us -- 
first, to preserve the purity of the gospel message as justification by faith;  
second, to protect the church from falling for the false doctrine of 
justification by works (legalism). 
 
In Galatians 3, Paul is leading his readers down a path of reason and 
truth.  He has first argued (Galatians 3:1-5) that their own personal 
experience of having received God’s Spirit through faith should have 
alerted them to the fallacy of legalism.  But then, in our passage for this 
lesson, he argued from the Old Testament law itself that justification was 
by faith, not works. 
 
Take a moment to pray and ask God to encourage you through your 
reading of scripture.  And then read Galatians 3:1-18 focusing on the 
arguments made beginning in verse 6. 
 
Have you ever questioned or wondered whether or not you were actually 
forgiven, saved, or truly in relationship with God after you responded in 
faith to the gospel?  This is a fairly normal experience because we have 
an enemy whose chief job it is to “accuse the brethren.”  Satan wants 
you to doubt your salvation. 
 
If you begin to doubt your salvation while wanting to be saved, and you 
already know you believe the gospel, then what are you to do to regain 
your assurance?  This is when you are most susceptible to legalism.   
 
If you have faith and you’re not sure, then maybe I just need to work 
harder, attend church more regularly, gain more bible knowledge, pray 
more, give more, etc.   Or perhaps another misled person that you 
respect says to you, “Well, you were baptized weren’t you?  You are a 
good person, aren’t you?  You are part of the church, aren’t you?” 
 
When this happens, Satan has gotten your eyes on yourself and off of 
Christ.  And once that happens, you are headed down a path of futility 
that has no destination or sense of arrival.  You will never settle your 
assurance issue as long as you are thinking that it is going to come from 
what you do, instead of from what Christ did and your faith in Him.  
 

Finish Individual Prep on next page….. 



…..Individual Prep continued 
 
In your own words write an answer to the following question:  
Upon what do you base your confidence that you are forgiven, right 
before God, and going to spend eternity with Him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Small Group Interaction 
 
Icebreaker Questions:  

1) Could anyone in the group share about how in times past you 
depended upon something you’ve done for your salvation and 
confidence of eternity in heaven?  What changed that? 

 
2) Can anyone share about coming to Christ by faith, after having 

been taught salvation by works, and been criticized for not 
having your babies baptized? 

 
 
 
Prayer Exercise: Pray for God to help your group come to a better 
understanding of the role of faith and the role of works in the life of a 
follower of Christ. 
 
 
Scripture Exercise 1: Read Galatians 3:6-18 
 
What do you notice Paul is using to make his case for justification by 
faith vs. works? 
 
 
 
Where specifically is he quoting from? 
 
 
 
How is this different from the way he started his argument in vs. 1-5? 
 
 
 
Why would the use of Abraham as an example be particularly effective? 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Exercise 2: Read Matthew 5:17-20, keeping in mind that the 
Pharisees and teachers of the Law believed that justification 
(righteousness) comes by works of the Law.   
 
 
 
Discussion Question 1: Based on the teaching of Galatians 3:6-18, 
what do you think Jesus means by a righteousness that surpasses that 
of the Pharisees and teachers of the Law? 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Question 2: Why can justification or righteousness by faith 
be described as a surpassing form than that which comes by works of 
the Law? 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Question 3: Brainstorm reasons why justification by works 
may seem more appealing than justification by faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Exercise 4: Think About It 
 
Since we all have already disqualified ourselves from self-justification, 
let’s entertain and discuss the following scenario.  Let’s say you were 
given a completely clean slate, all record of your sin was gone, and you 
were given the option of: 
 
1) achieving righteousness by living a completely flawless/perfect life or  
2) achieving righteousness as a gift appropriated by faith in another’s 
perfect record, which is already accomplished and proven  
 
Which would you choose and why? 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion Question 5: If Christians really believed to the core of their 
being that a faith response to the message of the gospel of Christ is the 
only way people can get right with God, how do you think that would 
affect a local church?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Question 6: If a church really believes that justification is at 
least in part by works, how would that affect church members sharing of 
the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extra Study: If works have no role in being justified, what makes them 
important?                 
(See Ephesians 2:8-10; Matthew 5:14-16; 6:19-21; 1 Cor. 3:11-15) 


