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The Problem of Misunderstanding 

 

In every relationship, misunderstanding can be a major problem. (John 3:14-17) But even the 

disciples of Jesus misunderstood all that was happening until they saw the risen Christ. 

 

Good Reasons to Believe  

 

Jesus *said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did 

not see, and yet believed.” – John 20:29 

 

1. Circumstantial Evidence  

 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene *came early to the tomb, while it *was 

still dark, and *saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. – John 20:1 

 
6 And so Simon Peter also *came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he *saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, 7 and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the 

linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. – John 20:6-7 

 

2. Eyewitness Testimony  

 
11 But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and 

looked into the tomb; 12 and she *saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at 

the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 And they *said to her, “Woman, why are 

you weeping?” She *said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid Him.” – John 20:11-13 

 

Jesus *said to her, “Mary!” She turned and *said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which 

means, Teacher). – John 20:16 

 

And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. – John 20:20 

 

Then He *said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here 

your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” – John 20:27 

 

3. Changed Lives  

 

Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” – John 20:28 

 

 Peter – Acts 2:14-16, 22-24, 36 

 Saul – Acts 9:1-30 

 His Brothers – Mark 3:21, 31; John 7:5; Acts 1:14 



 Jewish Worshipers – Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2 

 

Good Fruit of Believing 

 

but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing you may have life in His name. – John 20:31  

 

 Confirmation of a Past Finished Work - Romans 1:4; Romans 4:25; Romans 8:34 

 Enjoyment of a Present New Life – Romans 6:4; Romans 7:4 

 Hope of a Future Resurrection – Matthew 27:51-53; Romans 6:5; Romans 8:11; 1 

Corinthians 15:20; 1 Corinthians 15:52 

 

What if Christ hasn’t been raised from the dead? - 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; 1 Corinthians 15:14; 

1 Corinthians 15:17; 1 Corinthians 15:32 

 

4. Endurance Despite Fierce Opposition  

 

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 

– John 20:21 

 
22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and *said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the 

sins of any, they have been retained.”  – John 20:22-23 

 

5. A Credible Source  

 

but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing you may have life in His name. – John 20:31 

 

Why is ‘believing without seeing’ important? 

 

It’s God’s way, with some necessary exceptions.  

 

Is what is written really all we need to ‘believe without seeing’? 

 

It’s God’s Word that needs to be received and embraced.  

 

Resurrection Requires a Response 

 

     There is no place for indifference or neutrality! 

 

Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance. The only thing it 

cannot be is moderately important. - C. S. Lewis  

 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/c-s-lewis-quotes

