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[. The Oppression of the Law (23 & 24)
A. Law as presecutor.

Romans 1:18-21 For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what
can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. 20 For his
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived,
ever since the creation of the world, in the things
that have been made. So they are without excuse.
21 For although they knew God, they did not
honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish
hearts were darkened.

Romans 2:14 & 15 For when Gentiles, who do
not have the law, by nature do what the law
requires, they are a law to themselves, even
though they do not have the law. 15 They show
that the work of the law is written on their
hearts, while their conscience also bears witness,
and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even
excuse them

Romans 7:7-12 What then shall we say? That the
law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for
the law, I would not have known sin. For [ would
not have known what it is to covet if the law had
not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing
an opportunity through the commandment,
produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For
apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9 I was once
alive apart from the law, but when the
commandment came, sin came alive and I died.
10 The very commandment that promised life
proved to be death to me. 11 For sin, seizing an
opportunity through the commandment,
deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So the

law is holy, and the commandment is holy and
righteous and good.

Mark 2:17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to
them, “Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick. I came not to
call the righteous, but sinners.”

Romans 3:10-12 as it is written: “None is
righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands;
no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless; no one
does good, not even one.”

Romans 10:1-3 Brothers, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.
2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal
for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For,
being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and
seeking to establish their own, they did not
submit to God’s righteousness.

[saiah 64:6 We have all become like one who is
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our
iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Matthew 5:21 & 22 “You have heard that it was
said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and
whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22
But I say to you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever
insults his brother will be liable to the council;
and whoever says, ‘You fool!” will be liable to the
hell of fire.

Matthew 5:48 You therefore must be perfect, as
your heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:3-6 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed
are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.



Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Philippians 3:4-7 though [ myself have reason
for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else
thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I
have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But
whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the
sake of Christ.

B. Law as guardian.

Romans 3:21-25 But now the righteousness of
God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness
to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God’s righteousness, because
in his divine forbearance he had passed over
former sins.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Romans 8:2-4 For the law of the Spirit of life has
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin
and death. 3 For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that
the righteous requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit.

II. The Freedom In Christ (v25-29)

John 8:31 & 32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had
believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.”

John 8:36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be
free indeed.

A. Freedom as sons of God.

Romans 5:10 For if while we were enemies we
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we
be saved by his life.

Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in the
trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is
now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3
among whom we all once lived in the passions of
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body
and the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, like the rest of mankind.

John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and
your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not
stand in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
John 1:11-13 He came to his own, and his own
people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God, 13 who
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
Ephesians 1:5 he predestined us for adoption as
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will,

1 John 3:1-3 See what kind of love the Father has
given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are. The reason why the world
does not know us is that it did not know him. 2
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what
we will be has not yet appeared; but we know
that when he appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is. 3 And
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself
as he is pure.

Romans 8:15 For you did not receive the spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom
we cry, “Abba! Father!”

Hebrews 2:11-13 For he who sanctifies and
those who are sanctified all have one source.
That is why he is not ashamed to call them
brothers, 12 saying, “I will tell of your name to
my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I
will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “I will put



my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the
children God has given me.”

Matthew 6:9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.

Ephesians 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. In love
5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,
Galatians 2:20 [ have been crucified with Christ.
[t is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me. And the life [ now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.

Colossians 3:1 If then you have been raised with
Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

B. Freedom as a member of the body of Christ.

Romans 10:12 For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is
Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call
on him.

Ephesians 2:13-16 But now in Christ Jesus you
who once were far off have been brought near by
the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our
peace, who has made us both one and has broken
down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15
by abolishing the law of commandments
expressed in ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new man in place of the two, so
making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to
God in one body through the cross, thereby
killing the hostility.

Ephesians 4:2-7 with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one
body and one Spirit—just as you were called to
the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and
in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us
according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

C. Freedom as an heir of promise.

Genesis 15:5 & 6 And he brought him outside
and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he
believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.

Galatians 3:16 Now the promises were made to
Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say,
“And to offsprings,” referring to many, but
referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is
Christ.

Romans 8:16 & 17 The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God
and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer
with him in order that we may also be glorified
with him.

Titus 3:4-7 But when the goodness and loving
kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved
us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of
the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that
being justified by his grace we might become
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Ephesians 1:13 & 14 In him you also, when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sake he became poor, so that you by his
poverty might become rich.

Ephesians 2:5-7 even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us
up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the
coming ages he might show the immeasurable
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus.



