
THE ROBBER REDEEMED 
Luke 23:34-43 

The Jewish rulers, the Roman soldiers and one thief mocked Jesus because He could not __________ Himself 

The irony was that He voluntarily hung on a cross to eternally __________ others including the thief beside Him 

To begin with, BOTH ___________ mocked Jesus like the others, but then something happened to change one 

I. THE MEANS OF THE THIEF’S SALVATION 

 Both robbers passed through identical circumstances, yet only 1 of them turned from his mockery to _____  

 A. A Matter of God’s Sovereign ________________  

  1) God grants salvation to whom He will, but He uses means adapted to our humanity—the ________  

  2) What means of hearing the gospel did the thief have?  There was no sermon or________________  

 B. The ____________ of Grace that Led to His Salvation 

  1) He heard Jesus “preach” in the words, “Father, forgive them” and knew Jesus was _____________  

  2) The inscription above the cross, “This is the King of the Jews,” was the only _____________ he had 

  3) The Jewish leaders bore testimony to gospel truth even as they mocked Jesus: He saved ________   

       Their mockery caused the thief to reason: “If Jesus saved others, then Jesus can save _________ !” 

II. THE STEPS IN THE THIEF’S SALVATION 

 A. An Acknowledgement of His ______________ 

  1) In verse 41 he admitted that he was guilty of the crime and was justly be _________________ for it 

  2) Jesus came to save _______ : if we will not admit we are sinners worthy of hell, we cannot be saved 

 B. An Acknowledgement of Jesus as _______________  

  1) He said, “Remember in Your KINGDOM,” thus making Jesus his _______ on the throne of his heart 

  2) We must _____ to be saved: repentance is a synonym for putting Jesus on the throne of our hearts 

 C. A Profession of ______________  (even if in Different Words) 

  1) We do not repeat a certain ___________________ to be saved; rather we must connect with Jesus 

  2) The thief believed that Jesus could save him in the sense of granting him____________ after death 

  3) The thief had a faith in Jesus’ ______________________ after which He would set up His kingdom 

III. THE EVIDENCE OF THE THIEF’S SALVATION 

 A. He Publicly ________________ Christ 

  1) The thief could not be baptized but confessed Christ in a hostile environment where others _______  

  2) At this point the thief was the only _____________ of Jesus who was willing to publicly confess Him! 

 B. He _______________ the Other Thief 

 C. He _______________  

 D. He Cherished the Blessed _______________  

  1) Jesus promised the thief paradise which in the NT refers to ________________________________  

  2) Jesus promised the thief that he would be with Him: paradise is wherever we are _________ Jesus 


