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Prayer:  Father, we just again thank you for your grace, we thank 

you for the conference that I'm going to be reporti ng on.  I just 

again thank you for all work that you did in and th rough it and in 

and through us.  Again, we just want to pray for yo ur grace and 

your wisdom and your insight.  I just pray again as  we are opening 

up your word to a potentially difficult to grasp to pic, that you 

would accompany us, that you would again by your Ho ly Spirit 's 

power make this of permanent value, and I pray this  in Jesus' name.  

Amen. 

Well I'm basically giving you a report on the Toget her for the 

Gospel conference and I wanted to share with you be fore that a 

little miracle that God had done there.  We've been  going to this 

conference for about twelve years now and I do the booking, I book 

it and I book the flights and I book the hotels and  that kind of 

stuff.  And for some reason or other this year I me ssed up.  And we 

got down to the conference which is in Kentucky, an d I had wondered 

why they had not really given me a lot of material.   They normally 



give you a lot of material ahead of time, and so we  got to the -- 

basically to the conference, they had sent me a reg istration form, 

confirmation, you are registered, blah, blah, blah,  and I do it for 

Steve as well.  So Steve and I are down there and w e are told that 

we have to go to a certain spot to get our wristban ds in order to 

get in.  There's 12,000 people at this conference, so it's a big 

deal.  There's huge crowds that are going into it.  And so we get 

to the place where you're supposed to register, you 're supposed to 

give them your name, they give you the name tag.  W e give them our 

names, they don't recognize my name, they don't rec ognize Steve's 

name.  We go to the help desk and we finally get to  somebody.  I 

said you know, "Here's my registration slip."  The guy looks at it 

and he goes, "That's a meal plan."  I said, "What?  It's got the 

bar codes, got all that fancy stuff on it," he says , "No, no, 

that's a meal plan."  I said, "Do you think I would  come down to 

Kentucky just like for macaroni and cheese and stuf f like that?"  

You know long story short, I never saw the fact tha t for some 

reason or another when I hit the "submit" button in  December it 

never registered.  So the gal at the help desk says , "Well, I 'm 

really sorry.  We are so oversold at this event.  W e expected 9,000 

people, there's 12,000 people here.  And she said t here's not a 

thing that we can do for you.  So basically they're  saying you're 

out, you can't get in.  What they basically said is  if you go on 

the -- there's an app for it, you can go on the app  and ask if 
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there's somebody that arrived that maybe had a cris is and had to 

leave, if they would sell you their ticket.  And so  that's where we 

found ourselves.  And I said, "Oh, Steve, I messed this up big 

time."  And you know Steve, he's patting me back, " There, there, 

it's okay."  And so we were basically sitting on th e curb outside 

the venue trying to figure out how we going to get in.  As we're 

there -- I should back up a little bit, just to poi nt out my 

sister-in-law, brother-in-law work as volunteers, t hey've been 

working there for -- ever since it started.  And we 're sitting 

there tying to figure out what to do and my sister- in-law comes out 

of the door and she waves us in, says, "Come here, come here."  So 

we come in and she basically says -- she hands me t his thing, and 

she says, "You guys are now volunteers."  So this i s the t-shirt 

that they gave us and you know, the people who show  up as 

volunteers, they get there a day early, they get th oroughly briefed 

into what's going on and so we came in and met with  a gal there who 

said, "Here's your assignments," and she gave us wh ole bunch of 

assignments and told us what we were going to do an d we are 

clueless, completely, you know, some of the -- you' re supposed to 

just stand there with these t-shirts on so people c an see you, come 

up to you ask you how do I do this.  And we're like , "Help desk is 

over there."  That's basically what we were doing.  And the neat 

part about all of this was the gal who kind of gave  us the 

assignments -- and they were real assignments, and we did do a 
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day's worth of volunteer work, they let us just go after a day, 

maybe it was because of our incompetence, but there  were 400 

volunteers at this place, and it turns out that the  gal who 

assigned us our assignments had heard my name and s he had heard my 

name because her father was an elder in a church in  western New 

York pastored by Matt Wolfe.  Now, if you all remem ber, Matt Wolfe 

came here for about a year and a half and we were g reatly enjoying 

him and greatly enjoying his time here but he moved  on and somehow 

it's just amazing to see how God kind of works all of these things 

together.  At the very worst situation when it was looking very 

bleak, I said to Steve, I said, "We've got to pray. "  So we just 

went off to the side and started praying and in Ste ve's prayer, he 

said, "God, you can make a way when there is no way ."  Sure enough, 

that's exactly what God did.  So I just want to tha nk God for us 

having that opportunity to be there.  We shouldn't have been there.  

And saved the church 500 bucks.  So there you go.  All right.  Now 

to the actual message.  

One of the things I do when I start these and I do this every other 

year is I usually trot out an old analogy about the  great nuclear 

submarines that if they need to, they can spend mon ths and months 

beneath the Arctic ice but they don't, they surface  on regular 

intervals to recalibrate with the stars because no matter how fine 

the instruments are on those submarines, they can s till lose their 
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calibration.  And as local church leaders, so can w e.  And so the 

conference really for us represents a much needed p eriodic 

recalibration to a spiritual "true north" of Bible centered Spirit 

gifted teaching.  I mean the conference really, it gives us an 

opportunity to sit under highly gifted Bible teache rs such as John 

MacArthur, John Piper, Mark Dever, David Platt, Mat t Chandler and 

others.  And I mention these men not just because t hey're known, 

everybody knows them for their giftedness but they' re also known 

for their faithfulness.  And they instructed and ex horted and 

encouraged the leaders of the local church to cling  to an 

authentically biblical vision of what the local chu rch is supposed 

to be.  And they always focus on the authority of t he Bible, the 

meaning of the gospel and the nature of truth itsel f.  The format's 

basically ten summons that are delivered over three  days and it's 

kind of interspersed with breakout areas and discus sion panels.  

And as you can probably imagine, that's an enormous  amount of 

material to take in.  I mean, Steve and I both say your brains ache 

after you've been there for a while.  It takes a lo t of time to 

process all of the information, to digest it and re ally to kind of 

get what God wants us as leaders to take away from the conference.  

Well the theme from this year's conference was the phrase: 

"Distinct from the World."  Let me quote Mark Dever , one of the 

organizers here, this is what he said.  He said:  " This year, we 
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pay special attention to the distinctness of the ch urch from the 

world.  Part of our fulfill ing Christ's great commi ssion is 

following his example of faithfulness in the face o f opposition and 

marginalization.  Many brothers and sisters around the world have 

great experience with this today -- from North Kore a to Cuba, Iran 

to Saudi Arabia.  Now in God's strange providence, he is making 

sure to underline his people's distinctiveness from  the world even 

if too many of us are reluctant to do so.  And yet,  we must 

remember that Jesus prayed for the Father to preser ve us even as he 

left us in a hostile world.  Surely we can trust Hi s provision for 

us even when all men speak evil of us."  

And Mark Dever was the first one to deliver the mes sage and in his 

message he posed a question that God asks in 2 Pete r.  The question 

is:  What type of people are we in the church supposed t o be?  

Here's what the question appears.  This is 2 Peter 3:10 .  It says:  

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  Th e heavens will 

disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroy ed by fire, and 

the earth and everything done in it will be laid ba re.  Since 

everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind  of people out 

you to be?  You out to live holy and godly lives.   

Well, God's answer to the question of what we in th e church should 

be is in a word holy.  The word "holy" means separa te, it means 
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distinct, different, it means set apart.  God says in 1 Peter 2:9:  

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a ho ly nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclai m the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.   See, the task of the shepherds of the church is 

to grow a covenant community of people who understa nd just what 

that statement is all about.  It is about creating a community in 

which the beauty of holiness is what matters.  It 's  about creating 

a community of people who see their greatest joy an d deepest 

pleasure in their lives as being shaped and molded into the very 

image of Jesus Christ for his glory.  And let me te ll you, that's 

no easy task.  In fact it 's a task that probably ha s far more 

failures than it has successes and that's because t he enemy of our 

souls is constantly tempting us to look for a way t o reduce our 

relationship with Jesus Christ down to some simple rules, just some 

simple regulations that we choose either consciousl y adhere to or 

to consciously refuse to adhere to.  And it can be very confusing.  

So I want to explain there are two different poles that pull within 

Christianity and all they may appear to be pulling in opposite 

directions.  They are really two expressions of the  very same 

thing, and that is a failure to understand the natu re of the grace 

of God in Christ.  

I run the risk of oversimplifying here but I think we need to 

7



discuss these two different poles.  They consist of  legalism and 

antinomianism.  Now I know those are fifty cent wor ds, bear with 

me, I will kind of try to explain them, what they m ean.  It's 

important that you understand what it means.  The w ord "antinomian" 

in Latin means "anti," against, nomen means law.  I t means anti 

law.  Antinomian rejects any claim of God's law on his life.  For 

all practical purposes when I say "law," I'm usuall y referring to 

what we now understand as the ten commandments.  Th ese are the 

guidelines that God gave us literally as a gift.  A nd even though 

you might not think about it, to the extent that yo u adhere to 

these commands, your life is going to work.  Whenev er and wherever 

you find somebody whose life is spinning out of con trol, I will 

guarantee you that you will find one or many of the se guidelines 

that have been ignored or defied.  And because the law is so 

critical to human flourishing, the devil has a grea t desire to 

monkey wrench every single expression of it.  Let m e tell you, 

antinomianism is one of his finest monkey wrenches.   It sees the 

ten commandments as something more akin to an Old T estament set of 

rules that were made obsolete and of no effect by t he fact that 

Jesus Christ has gone to the cross and paid the sin  debt for all 

rule-breaking Christians.  And since the debt has b een paid at the 

cross, it therefore follows that the law of God has  no more effect 

on us.  Now all of that is absolutely true.  Romans 6:14  says:  For 

sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are n ot under law but 
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under grace.   But that doesn't mean that God's law is null and 

void.  Antinomianism is commonly translated today a s the notion of 

easy believism.  It sort of defines a faith without  any laws that's 

easy to believe and even easier to practice.  And i t's been around 

for many, many years.  I first met an antinomian 40  years ago in 

San Francisco.  He and a group of other Christians had discovered 

what they called "new freedom in Christ."  And they  said now that 

Christ has paid the price of your sin, you're free to do whatever 

you want, so he wanted to express his newfound free dom and his 

newfound enjoyment by inviting us to come party wit h him and get 

high.  I told him I just wasn't interested.  Now te chnically he was 

absolutely correct.  I mean, if your sin is paid fo r, you are 

completely free from its penalty.  But our answer t o that notion 

back then was, yeah, you know, we are free to do wh atever we want, 

but now as believers in Christ, that sin is somethi ng we simply no 

longer want and that, too, is absolutely true.  But  it takes a 

great deal of unpacking to make this make sense and  that's what I 

want to attempt to do this morning.  

Take the notion of Christ's death on the cross payi ng the penalty 

of sin which it certainly did and that grace itself  covers all of 

my sin which it definitely does, well the antinomia n takes that 

grace and he or she twists it into license, into a license to 

engage in sin that because of Christ on the cross n o longer has any 
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consequences or costs.  As the hymn says, says:  "J esus paid it 

all.  All to him I owe.  Sin had left a crimson sta in, he washed it 

white as snow."  Well, some how the "all to him I o we" part gets 

lost.  The antinomian thinks since all my sins are paid for, well, 

why not indulge in them?  But grace is not a licens e to do as you 

please thinking that any and all sin has already be en paid for at 

the cross.  Paul said this in Romans 5:20 , he said:  Where sin 

increased, grace abounded all the more.   But then he goes on to say 

in Romans 6:1:  What shall we say then, are we to cont inue in sin 

that grace may abound?  By no means!  How can we wh o died to sin 

still live in it?   See the antinomian still lives in sin because he 

thinks God went to the cross to provide him with a means to 

continue in sin.  

Probably the best example I can give of that scanda l, of the 

scandal of antinomianism is the reaction that one o f my 

non-Christian employees had, when I ran my woodwork ing business, I 

had a non-Christian employee and he reacted, he was  reacting, we 

talked about this a lot, he reacted to a group of s elf-professed 

Christians that he described that used to be at his  former place of 

work.  And he said these Christians are very, very vocal about 

Jesus and what it was that they believed in.  He sa id they knew 

their bibles well and they spent lots of time speak ing among 

themselves in what I call Christianese.  You know w hat Christianese 
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is?  It's that inside gospel language that we somet imes are guilty 

of using, I know I've been guilty of using, it 's in sider baseball 

knowledge, that sort of thing that has to do with i t, the Bible and 

doctrines and church and that sort of thing.  He sa id this group of 

Christians always spoke that kind of hidden languag e that you 

couldn't really crack.  He said but in addition to that, he said, 

they were mean-spirited, they were click-ish, they were exclusive.  

He went on to say they were constantly breaking the  rules and doing 

things that he knew were wrong while claiming the g race of God 

almost as an excuse.  And I'll never forget how thi s non-believer 

described them.  He said as far as he could see, th ey saw Jesus as 

their own personal cosmic butler whose primary job was to follow 

after them, cleaning up their messes.  That's quite  an indictment.  

I mean would you like to have that thought of you a nd your 

relationship with Christ?  Well, it 's proof that as  much as they 

champion grace and rebel against the law, antinomia ns really don't 

understand the law and the beauty and the richness that God has 

given us through his law.  See, before the fall of Adam, the law 

was actually inside Adam and it was inside him as a n unconscious 

way of bearing the image of God.  It was something that Adam did 

automatically and really without thinking.  But whe n he rebelled, 

he changed everything including the way he related to God and God's 

law.  It was no longer a natural part of Adam.  It became something 

written only deeply within his conscience, it becam e something now 
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given by God externally to the Jews at Mount Sinai in the form of 

the ten commandments.  And whether it was naturally  within Adam or 

externally given at Mount Sinai, the law was always  a part of God's 

nature that was designed to give us the best possib le way of living 

life here on earth.  I mean the law was God's road map to human 

flourishing.  We took the law and we turned it into  yet another way 

that God was trying to restrict us.  You know for A dam and Eve, it 

was the forbidden fruit.  For us it's the ten comma ndments.  

Instead of seeing them as the outflow of God's love  for his people, 

we turned them into a battlefield between two diffe rent errors.  I 

mean the antinomians say faith alone is what saves and once again 

they're absolutely correct, but as Martin Luther ob served, we are 

saved by faith alone by a faith that is never alone .  It is always 

accompanied by a change in attitude, a change in he art.  And that 

attitude, that change in heart actually goes back t o the pre fall 

days when Adam had God's law within his heart.  You  see, when we 

get saved, God does a heart transplant for us.  God  takes the heart 

of stone out of us and he puts a brand new heart wi thin us.  

Ezekiel 36  says this, it says:  God says:  I will give you a new 

heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of 

stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of fle sh.  I will put 

My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My st atutes, and you 

will keep My judgments and do them.   See, brand new born again 

believers have a heart of flesh that has replaced t heir heart of 
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stone, and that new heart of flesh has a brand new set of hopes and 

desires that are much more like the original pre fa ll Adam.  I mean 

it's the desire to bear the image of God, that's wh at we were 

created for.  I mean antinomians say we're free fro m the bondage of 

the law and again, that is true.  Genuine born agai n believers have 

a brand new heart of flesh within them that sees th e law as it 

really is, and that is God's best road map to human  flourishing.  

The legalist on the other hand, he sees the law as a means to an 

end because he, too, has a warped understanding of the grace of God 

and he sees law keeping as a means to put God in hi s debt.  The 

legalist says that faith is not nearly enough and t hat added to 

faith must be a whole set of works that must be adh ered to 

according to whatever rules they want to set up.  S ee, legalism 

pursues the law as a means of earning God's approva l and love and 

that at its very worst what it says to God, it 's ba sically telling 

God, you know, the cross was not enough, that sendi ng your Son to 

die in my place could not be enough to satisfy God' s justice.  What 

is also necessary is my own personal efforts.  What  is crucial is 

my efforts and then you fil l in the blanks.  

Perhaps the best example of legalism that we're all  aware of was 

the Pharisees.  You know, they added hundreds of la ws to the ten 

commandments that God had given us and then they sa w that obedience 
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to these laws was the source of their righteousness  instead of 

simple faith like Abraham had.  God says in Romans 4:3:  For what 

does the Scripture say?  "Abraham believed God, and  it was counted 

to him as righteousness."  Now for a legalist that belief, that 

faith is never, never enough.  Present day legalist s may not have 

the 600 or so commandments that the Pharisees had b ut they can 

easily make it up with the modern equivalent of law s telling you 

that you have to dress a certain way, you have to a ct a certain 

way, you must eat only what they approve, et cetera , et cetera, et 

cetera.  Well time and again it was stated in the c onference that 

for many, many years, legalism really was pretty mu ch the hallmark 

of evangelical churches.  We defined ourselves by w hat we did not 

do.  We don't smoke, we don't drink, we don't chew and we don't 

hang out with those who do.  I don't know if you ev er heard that, 

but that kind of defined many, many evangelicals.  But for the last 

10 or 15 years, there's been a wholesale reaction t o that approach 

and a lurch into antinomianism that suggests that a ny application 

of the law in any way is legalism when it is not.  

For the last few decades the church has tiptoed aro und the error of 

legalism and they wound up tiptoeing directly into antinomianism, 

and the result has been catalogued, it 's been catal ogued in a 

devastating study conducted by Christian Smith on t he one group who 

could effectively reveal where it is, the church to day, the modern 
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church today is going.  Christian Smith targeted th e one group who 

represents the canary in the coal mine.  He studied  teenagers.  He 

studied 3,000 teenagers who had a religious affil ia tion.  And the 

study shows just what happens when you overreact to  legalism by 

being afraid to state clearly and objectively just what the law of 

God is.  Basically Smith said the vast majority of young people see 

faith today in terms of moralistic therapeutic deis m.  Here's how 

Al Mohler described it.  He says:  "As described by  Smith and his 

team, Moralistic Therapeutic Deism consists of beli efs like these 

five.  1.  A god exists who created and ordered the  world and 

watches over human life on earth.  2.  God wants pe ople to be good, 

nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bibl e and by most 

world religions.  3.  The central goal of life is t o be happy and 

to feel good about oneself.  4.  God does not need to be 

particularly involved in one's life except when God  is needed to 

resolve a problem.  5.  Good people go to heaven wh en they die.  

That, in sum, is the creed to which much adolescent  faith can be 

reduced.  After conducting more than 3,000 intervie ws with American 

adolescents, the researchers reported that, when it  came to the 

most crucial questions of faith and beliefs, many a dolescents 

responded with a shrug and a "whatever."  The kind of responses 

found among many teenagers indicates a vast emptine ss at the heart 

of their understanding.  When a teenager says, "I b elieve there is 

a God and stuff," this hardly represents a profound  theological 
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commitment.  Smith and his colleagues recognize tha t the deity 

behind Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is very much li ke the deistic 

God of the 18th century philosophers.  This is not the God who 

thunders from the mountain, nor a God who will serv e as judge.  

This undemanding deity is more interested in solvin g our problems 

than in making people happy.  In short, God is some thing like a 

combination Divine Butler and Cosmic Therapist:  He  is always on 

call, takes care of any problems that arise, profes sionally helps 

his people to feel better about themselves, and doe s not become too 

personally involved in the process."  

That's where we are today, folks.  You know how thi s kind of god 

gets created?  It gets created when the god of this  world, Satan 

himself, who is far more clever than we ever give h im credit for, 

you see, he studies us until he thoroughly understa nds our 

weaknesses and then with cunning brill iance and gre at patience, he 

designs good things to steal away our great things,  and the 

greatest thing we have is the glory of God.  Legali sm and 

antinomianism are the enemy's primary tools in stea ling from God's 

church God's glory.  Both have to do with not under standing on the 

most basic level the glory of God in the goodness a nd the grace of 

God.  Legalism separates the law of God from the go odness of God by 

seeing God's laws as merely hoops to jump through i n order to get 

his approval.  Antinomianism separates us from the law of God by 
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turning Christ's sacrifice into kind of a cosmic "g et out of jail 

free" card.  As Tim Keller puts it:  "It is a fatal  pastoral 

mistake to think of legalism and antinomianism as c omplete 

opposites.  Rather, they are 'non-identical twins f rom the same 

womb.'"  Both, he says, can be traced back "to the lie of Satan in 

the Garden of Eden, namely, that you can't trust th e goodness of 

God or his commitment to our happiness and well-bei ng and that 

therefore if we obey God fully, we'll miss out and be miserable."

You see, much of the church's reaction to present d ay legalism is 

really a form of antinomianism that presents a Chri st who instead 

of making you conform to a list of do's and don'ts,  he wants only 

to help you live a more satisfying Christian life.  You see, 

according to this view, Christ came to save us not to bring glory 

to God but really just to get us into heaven.  And before that to 

ensure that we have healthy marriages, solid financ es and blessed 

children and along with that a host of other good t hings that tend 

to strangle the best thing, and the best thing is s til l captured by 

the first question of the Westminster Catechism  which says:  What 

is the chief end of man?  Well, the chief end of ma n is to glorify 

God and enjoy him forever.  You know it's easy to s imply identify 

with the first part of that answer and then really forget about the 

second part.  The second part says we are going to enjoy God 

forever, because glorifying God is the deepest and most satisfying 
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endeavor any human being can ever undertake.  It's what we humans 

were designed for in the first place.  I mean, have  you ever 

thought about what are we going to be doing in eter nity?  If you 

ever think about what you do for enjoyment, whether  it 's hobbies or 

sports or cooking or eating, whatever, it doesn't r eally matter, 

just, just imagine a heaven that consists of nothin g but that.  I 

mean multiply any or all of the activities that you  love, multiply 

them by 100,000 years and I think you can easily se e how boring and 

tiring anything of earth can become.  And if you do n't think that 

you're going to grow bored after 100,000 years, it doesn't matter, 

make it a million years or make it 10 million becau se we're going 

to live forever.  Eventually the things of earth ar e going to bore 

you because that's not what we were made for.  I me an nothing that 

we can experience here on earth will be capable of satisfying us 

for eternity with one exception.  That exception is  God.  I think 

most folks if they're honest, would admit that what  they really 

think about when they think about an eternity with God, they think 

of kind of sitting in a church pew listening to hym ns forever.  

That doesn't sound very appealing to me, but that's  because most of 

us barely recognize that we were created to find ou r greatest and 

deepest enjoyment of God by God in God.  Heaven is a place where 

appetites that you've never even imagined are going  to be eternally 

satisfied in ways you cannot begin to describe.  Go d even tells us 

so.  In 1 Corinthians 2  he says:  But as it is written:  "EYE HAS 
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NOT SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR HAVE ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN THE 

THINGS WHICH GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  

See, the only appetite we have that is eternal that  grows more and 

more satisfying as it is fed more and more is the a ppetite that we 

barely tap into the here and now, it 's the appetite  for God.  Jesus 

said he came to give us eternal life and this is no t life that 

starts when you die.  It 's life that starts right a t the moment 

that Christ comes into your life.  You know, people  use the term 

"human flourishing" today to describe what is the v ery best 

experience of being a human being, and I can tell y ou without a 

doubt that the height of human flourishing lies in fully 

understanding God's plan to shape and mold you into  the very image 

of his Son.  I can also tell you that it is critica l that we 

understand the grace of God and the laws of God in order to do 

that.  The grace of God and God's laws were often s aid to be in 

opposition to one another although they are not, bu t folks find 

themselves pulled constantly between the forces of legalism and 

antinomianism.  And the key to living a healthy vib rant life, the 

key to Christian flourishing is understanding the t ension between 

law and grace and that tension can be a good thing.   Let me 

explain. 

You know, you may have heard this before but it 's b een said that 
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any commercial airliner flying from point A to poin t B is off 

course 90 percent of the time.  That's because the pilot or the 

autopilot system is constantly course correcting as  the plane 

flies, I mean, the plane itself may go off course w est and be 

corrected east, then it may go off course east and be corrected 

west, so that in reality only 10 percent of the tim e it's actually 

dead on right on course.  That's also true for much  of our 

Christian life.  We tend to go off course all the t ime.  And 

thankfully we have God's Holy Spirit within us who monitors our 

direction and is constantly applying course correct ions.  So 

picture your Christian walk as a journey where the goal is to be in 

that sweet spot between law and grace and not off c ourse to the 

east or the west or the left or the right.  Now in order to do 

that, it 's helpful to know just what it looks like when you are off 

course to the left or off course to the right.  So understand what 

Paul said in Romans 5:20, he said:  Where sin increased, grace 

abounded all the more.   Well, if your plane is going off course 

here, you're probably in the antinomian camp which says Jesus paid 

it all, so we may as well live however we want know ing that our sin 

debt is paid.  But Paul doesn't leave it there.  He  goes on to say:  

What shall we say then?  Are we to continue in sin that grace may 

abound?  By no means!  How can we who died to sin s til l l ive in it?  

See, if your plane has gone off course in this dire ction, you may 
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well find yourself thinking that the Christian life  is not so much 

about glorifying God by being shaped and molded int o the image of 

his Son but more about finding the least painful wa y of conforming 

in the least possible way to something that's only going to be of 

value to you when you die.  I mean since Christ pai d the price of 

your sin, why not enjoy life now and the benefits t hat Christ has 

purchased for you by seeing your sin, past, present  and future as 

already paid for, all of which is absolutely true, but then 

thinking that your Christian life and benefit is no t going to 

really kick in until after I die.  If that's the wa y you think, why 

not sin more that grace will abound even more?  You  see, believe 

that way and you will find as my employee found, th at Jesus becomes 

nothing more than your cosmic butler coming up behi nd you to clean 

up after your messes.  

If you're in the legalist camp, if your plane's goi ng off course in 

the other direction, you're saying here are the rul es that we who 

died to sin must keep in order to be worthy of heav en.  And as you 

make up your list of do's and don'ts in order to pr otect your 

position, consider what God says in Colossians 2:20.  He says:  If 

with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of th e world, why, as 

if you were still alive in the world, do you submit  to regulations 

-- "Do not handing, Do not taste, Do not touch" (re ferring to 

things that all perish as they are used) -- accordi ng to human 
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precepts and teachings?  These have indeed an appea rance of wisdom 

in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the 

body, but they are of no value in stopping the indu lgence of the 

flesh.   You see, the legalist really has a very low opini on of God.  

I mean he or she has no concept of a loving God cre ating guidelines 

that would result in human flourishing.  

You know, I'm really struggling to help you underst and this 'cause 

this is not an easy concept to grasp.  I was trying  to come up with 

an example that would illustrate the reason why God  gave us his 

law, and the closest I could come came from an even ing that I spent 

going to Lauren's class.  Lauren Mortenson is my da ughter-in-law, 

Seth's wife, she has a physical fitness studio in P ort Jervis which 

aims to help people grow more physically fit throug h a routine that 

involves rowing machines.  I thought you just went there and she 

showed you the machines, here's how it works, you g ot 20 minutes, 

go for it.  I was completely wrong.  You know, she put you threw a 

routine.  I said the first time I was there, I said , "You're going 

to need to park an ambulance out there for me."  Bu t she put you 

through a routine that for 40 or so minutes has eve ry single second 

taken up with rest periods, different types of exer cise, different 

activities between stretching and exercising your c ore, doing this, 

doing that, there's no down time at all.  And so in  essence Lauren 

for 40 minutes is barking orders at people who are paying her to do 
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that.  I mean the reason she's giving out orders is  because she 

wants people to benefit from this time by growing m ore and more 

fit.  And as she sees it, this is the best possible  way for them to 

get there.  Now the people who participate in her c lass obviously 

agree and they're happy to be under the law that sh e is barking out 

because they see the benefit that she is giving the m.  Well, God 

gave his law because he knew without a doubt it was  the best 

possible way for us to get to the place where we as  human beings 

could truly flourish.  We seldom see it that way.  And we spend the 

last few minutes looking at how we respond to it be cause it's so 

easy to get it wrong.  

Sinclair Ferguson has an excellent book on this ver y topic 

entitled:  "The Whole Christ:  Legalism, Antinomianism and the  

Gospel Assurance," and in it he gives an imaginary conversation 

between God and Adam that il lustrates well why God did what he did 

in the Garden of Eden.  Ferguson imagines God speak ing to Adam and 

Eve and this is what he says.  He says:  "I am givi ng you 

everything in this garden.  Go and enjoy yourselves .  But just 

before you head off, I have given you all of this b ecause I love 

you.  I want you to grow and develop in your unders tanding and your 

love for me.  So, this is the plan:  There is a tre e here, "The 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil."  Don't eat  its fruit.  I 

know, you want to know why, don't you?  Well, I hav e made you as my 
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image.  I have given you instincts to enjoy what I enjoy.  So, in 

one sense you naturally do what pleases me and simu ltaneously gives 

you pleasure too.  But I want you to grow in trusti ng and loving me 

just for myself, because I am who I am.  You can on ly really do 

that if you're willing to obey me, not because you are wired to, 

but because you want to show me that you trust and love me.  If you 

do that, you will find that you will grow stronger and that your 

love for me will deepen.  Trust me, I know.  That's  why I have put 

the tree there.  I so want you to be blessed that I  am commanding 

you to eat and enjoy the fruit of all these trees.  That's a 

command!  But I have another command.  What I want you to do is one 

simple thing:  Don't eat the fruit of that one tree .  I'm not 

asking you to do that because the tree is ugly.  Ac tually it 's just 

as attractive as the other trees.  I don't create u gly, ever!  You 

won't be able to look at the fruit and think, that must taste 

horrible.  It is a fine looking tree.  So it's simp le.  Trust me.  

Obey me, and love me because of who I am and becaus e you are 

enjoying what I have given to you.  Trust me, obey me, and you will 

grow."  

Well, we all know what happened next.  I mean someh ow with the help 

of the serpent Adam and Eve translated God's genero sity and love 

into a monstrous perversion.  The serpent said:  For God knows that 

in the day that you eat of it your eyes will be ope ned, and you 
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will be like God, knowing good and evil.   Well just like Satan it 

was a perfectly backwards lie.  I mean Adam and Eve  were already 

like God, in fact they were made in his image.  And  so in eating 

the fruit, their eyes were indeed opened but they w ere open to see 

that they were no longer like the God who created t hem.  I mean the 

enemy had convinced them that what God had intended  for their 

absolute good was now designed by God to deny them what they were 

entitled to.  And ever since that fateful day when they ate that 

fruit, the enemy has tried to repeat that lie, that  God's law is 

designed to restrict us, to inhibit us, even to har m us when in 

reality God's law is a gift designed to help us flo urish.  

You see, we are, all of us, like that airliner.  We  spend time 

careening from legalism to antinomianism while the Holy Spirit 

constantly course corrects us into the sweet spot t hat sees that 

everything that God has done including the law he h as laid down is 

for our benefit.  And so we come to the conclusion when it comes to 

the law that we are free from the law entirely.  Be cause Christ has 

paid the price in its entirety, we are free to do a nything we want.  

But now we have as believers in Christ new hearts o f flesh, hearts 

that want nothing more than to grow into the very i mage of Jesus 

Christ and so we now find ourselves with new wants as well.  We 

find ourselves free to do whatever we want but want ing only to do 

that which pleases Christ.  And folks, that's the s weet spot.  
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That's what we aim for.  It 's not legalistic becaus e we know that 

the gift of God's love is freely given, that it was  never earned, 

that it could never be earned because it's a gift.  It 's not 

antinomian because we know Christ paying the price of sin frees us 

up to live a brand new life.  Romans 5:20  says:  But where sin 

increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as  sin reigned in 

death, grace also might reign through righteousness  leading to 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Well, that eternal 

life began the day you gave your life to Christ.  Y our heart of 

stone was replaced with a heart of flesh that began  to pursue a 

life where God's glory matters more than life itsel f.  And so we 

choose to follow the glory of God not because we ha ve to but 

because we want to.  That's the answer to Mark Deve r's question.  

At the beginning of this message, I spoke of the qu estion he posed:  

What type of people are we in the church to be?  We ll, the answer 

to that is simple.  We are to be holy, separate, an d committed to 

the glory of God.  That's what believers in Jesus C hrist believe; 

that's what they do.  Let's pray.  

Father, again, I just want to come before you this morning.  We've 

been looking at some difficult concepts to grasp, s ometimes it 

feels like Jell-O, every time you try to grab it, i t just kind of 

squishes away.  I pray that you would give us the a bility to pursue 

the sweet spot, pursue the spot where we know that we are separate, 
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we are holy, we are committed to being shaped and m olded into the 

very image of your Son for your glory.  And I pray this in Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  
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