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John	6:16–29	When	evening	came,	his	disciples	
went	down	to	the	sea,	17	got	into	a	boat,	and	
started	across	the	sea	to	Capernaum.	It	was	now	
dark,	and	Jesus	had	not	yet	come	to	them.	18	The	
sea	became	rough	because	a	strong	wind	was	
blowing.	19	When	they	had	rowed	about	three	or	
four	miles,	they	saw	Jesus	walking	on	the	sea	and	
coming	near	the	boat,	and	they	were	frightened.	
20	But	he	said	to	them,	“It	is	I;	do	not	be	afraid.”	
21	Then	they	were	glad	to	take	him	into	the	boat,	
and	immediately	the	boat	was	at	the	land	to	
which	they	were	going.	22	On	the	next	day	the	
crowd	that	remained	on	the	other	side	of	the	sea	
saw	that	there	had	been	only	one	boat	there,	and	
that	Jesus	had	not	entered	the	boat	with	his	
disciples,	but	that	his	disciples	had	gone	away	
alone.	23	Other	boats	from	Tiberias	came	near	
the	place	where	they	had	eaten	the	bread	after	
the	Lord	had	given	thanks.	24	So	when	the	
crowd	saw	that	Jesus	was	not	there,	nor	his	
disciples,	they	themselves	got	into	the	boats	and	
went	to	Capernaum,	seeking	Jesus.	25	When	they	
found	him	on	the	other	side	of	the	sea,	they	said	
to	him,	“Rabbi,	when	did	you	come	here?”	26	
Jesus	answered	them,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	
you	are	seeking	me,	not	because	you	saw	signs,	
but	because	you	ate	your	fill	of	the	loaves.	27	Do	
not	work	for	the	food	that	perishes,	but	for	the	
food	that	endures	to	eternal	life,	which	the	Son	of	
Man	will	give	to	you.	For	on	him	God	the	Father	
has	set	his	seal.”	28	Then	they	said	to	him,	“What	
must	we	do,	to	be	doing	the	works	of	God?”	29	
Jesus	answered	them,	“This	is	the	work	of	God,	
that	you	believe	in	him	whom	he	has	sent.”	
	
I.	True	Disciples	(v16-21)	
A.	The	sign	=	Jesus	walks	on	water	
			1.	Jesus	had	perfect	control.	
Job	38:8–11	“Or	who	shut	in	the	sea	with	doors	
when	it	burst	out	from	the	womb,	9	when	I	made	

clouds	its	garment	and	thick	darkness	its	
swaddling	band,	10	and	prescribed	limits	for	it	
and	set	bars	and	doors,	11	and	said,	‘Thus	far	
shall	you	come,	and	no	farther,	and	here	shall	
your	proud	waves	be	stayed’?	
Job	41:31	He	makes	the	deep	boil	like	a	pot;	he	
makes	the	sea	like	a	pot	of	ointment.	
Jonah	1:4	But	the	Lord	hurled	a	great	wind	upon	
the	sea,	and	there	was	a	mighty	tempest	on	the	
sea,	so	that	the	ship	threatened	to	break	up.	
Nahum	1:3	The	Lord	is	slow	to	anger	and	great	
in	power,	and	the	Lord	will	by	no	means	clear	
the	guilty.	His	way	is	in	whirlwind	and	storm,	
and	the	clouds	are	the	dust	of	his	feet.	
Colossians	1:16	&	17	For	by	him	all	things	were	
created,	in	heaven	and	on	earth,	visible	and	
invisible,	whether	thrones	or	dominions	or	
rulers	or	authorities—all	things	were	created	
through	him	and	for	him.	17	And	he	is	before	all	
things,	and	in	him	all	things	hold	together.	
Hebrews	1:1–3	Long	ago,	at	many	times	and	in	
many	ways,	God	spoke	to	our	fathers	by	the	
prophets,	2	but	in	these	last	days	he	has	spoken	
to	us	by	his	Son,	whom	he	appointed	the	heir	of	
all	things,	through	whom	also	he	created	the	
world.	3	He	is	the	radiance	of	the	glory	of	God	
and	the	exact	imprint	of	his	nature,	and	he	
upholds	the	universe	by	the	word	of	his	power.	
After	making	purification	for	sins,	he	sat	down	at	
the	right	hand	of	the	Majesty	on	high,	
Mark	6:52	for	they	did	not	understand	about	the	
loaves,	but	their	hearts	were	hardened.	
	
			2.	Jesus	had	perfect	timing.	
Psalm	27:14	Wait	for	the	Lord;	be	strong,	and	let	
your	heart	take	courage;	wait	for	the	Lord!	
Isaiah	49:14–16	But	Zion	said,	“The	Lord	has	
forsaken	me;	my	Lord	has	forgotten	me.”	15	“Can	
a	woman	forget	her	nursing	child,	that	she	
should	have	no	compassion	on	the	son	of	her	



womb?	Even	these	may	forget,	yet	I	will	not	
forget	you.	16	Behold,	I	have	engraved	you	on	
the	palms	of	my	hands;	your	walls	are	
continually	before	me.	
	
			3.	Jesus	had	perfect	purpose.	
1	Peter	1:5–7	who	by	God’s	power	are	being	
guarded	through	faith	for	a	salvation	ready	to	be	
revealed	in	the	last	time.	6	In	this	you	rejoice,	
though	now	for	a	little	while,	if	necessary,	you	
have	been	grieved	by	various	trials,	7	so	that	the	
tested	genuineness	of	your	faith—more	precious	
than	gold	that	perishes	though	it	is	tested	by	
fire—may	be	found	to	result	in	praise	and	glory	
and	honor	at	the	revelation	of	Jesus	Christ.	
Hebrews	11:1	Now	faith	is	the	assurance	of	
things	hoped	for,	the	conviction	of	things	not	
seen.	
Hebrews	11:6	And	without	faith	it	is	impossible	
to	please	him,	for	whoever	would	draw	near	to	
God	must	believe	that	he	exists	and	that	he	
rewards	those	who	seek	him.	
	
B.	The	response	=	fear	&	worship	
	
Matthew	14:26	&	27	But	when	the	disciples	saw	
him	walking	on	the	sea,	they	were	terrified,	and	
said,	“It	is	a	ghost!”	and	they	cried	out	in	fear.	27	
But	immediately	Jesus	spoke	to	them,	saying,	
“Take	heart;	it	is	I.	Do	not	be	afraid.”	
Mark	6:47–50	And	when	evening	came,	the	boat	
was	out	on	the	sea,	and	he	was	alone	on	the	land.	
48	And	he	saw	that	they	were	making	headway	
painfully,	for	the	wind	was	against	them.	And	
about	the	fourth	watch	of	the	night	he	came	to	
them,	walking	on	the	sea.	He	meant	to	pass	by	
them,	49	but	when	they	saw	him	walking	on	the	
sea	they	thought	it	was	a	ghost,	and	cried	out,	50	
for	they	all	saw	him	and	were	terrified.	But	
immediately	he	spoke	to	them	and	said,	“Take	
heart;	it	is	I.	Do	not	be	afraid.”	
Matthew	14:28–33	And	Peter	answered	him,	
“Lord,	if	it	is	you,	command	me	to	come	to	you	on	
the	water.”	29	He	said,	“Come.”	So	Peter	got	out	
of	the	boat	and	walked	on	the	water	and	came	to	
Jesus.	30	But	when	he	saw	the	wind,	he	was	
afraid,	and	beginning	to	sink	he	cried	out,	“Lord,	
save	me.”	31	Jesus	immediately	reached	out	his	
hand	and	took	hold	of	him,	saying	to	him,	“O	you	
of	little	faith,	why	did	you	doubt?”	32	And	when	
they	got	into	the	boat,	the	wind	ceased.	33	And	

those	in	the	boat	worshiped	him,	saying,	“Truly	
you	are	the	Son	of	God.”	
Matthew	2:11	And	going	into	the	house	they	saw	
the	child	with	Mary	his	mother,	and	they	fell	
down	and	worshiped	him.	Then,	opening	their	
treasures,	they	offered	him	gifts,	gold	and	
frankincense	and	myrrh.	
Matthew	15:25	But	she	came	and	knelt	before	
him,	saying,	“Lord,	help	me.”	
John	9:38	He	said,	“Lord,	I	believe,”	and	he	
worshiped	him.	
Matthew	28:9	And	behold,	Jesus	met	them	and	
said,	“Greetings!”	And	they	came	up	and	took	
hold	of	his	feet	and	worshiped	him.	
John	20:28	Thomas	answered	him,	“My	Lord	and	
my	God!”	
Matthew	28:16	&	17	Now	the	eleven	disciples	
went	to	Galilee,	to	the	mountain	to	which	Jesus	
had	directed	them.	17	And	when	they	saw	him	
they	worshiped	him,	but	some	doubted.	
Luke	24:50–53	Then	he	led	them	out	as	far	as	
Bethany,	and	lifting	up	his	hands	he	blessed	
them.	51	While	he	blessed	them,	he	parted	from	
them	and	was	carried	up	into	heaven.	52	And	
they	worshiped	him	and	returned	to	Jerusalem	
with	great	joy,	53	and	were	continually	in	the	
temple	blessing	God.	
Philippians	2:6–11	who,	though	he	was	in	the	
form	of	God,	did	not	count	equality	with	God	a	
thing	to	be	grasped,	7	but	emptied	himself,	by	
taking	the	form	of	a	servant,	being	born	in	the	
likeness	of	men.	8	And	being	found	in	human	
form,	he	humbled	himself	by	becoming	obedient	
to	the	point	of	death,	even	death	on	a	cross.	9	
Therefore	God	has	highly	exalted	him	and	
bestowed	on	him	the	name	that	is	above	every	
name,	10	so	that	at	the	name	of	Jesus	every	knee	
should	bow,	in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	
the	earth,	11	and	every	tongue	confess	that	Jesus	
Christ	is	Lord,	to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.	
	
II.	False	Disciples	(v22-29)	
A.	The	sign	=	Jesus	walks	on	water	
	
Romans	1:18–21	For	the	wrath	of	God	is	
revealed	from	heaven	against	all	ungodliness	
and	unrighteousness	of	men,	who	by	their	
unrighteousness	suppress	the	truth.	19	For	what	
can	be	known	about	God	is	plain	to	them,	
because	God	has	shown	it	to	them.	20	For	his	
invisible	attributes,	namely,	his	eternal	power	



and	divine	nature,	have	been	clearly	perceived,	
ever	since	the	creation	of	the	world,	in	the	things	
that	have	been	made.	So	they	are	without	excuse.	
21	For	although	they	knew	God,	they	did	not	
honor	him	as	God	or	give	thanks	to	him,	but	they	
became	futile	in	their	thinking,	and	their	foolish	
hearts	were	darkened.	
Psalm	95:8	&	9	do	not	harden	your	hearts,	as	at	
Meribah,	as	on	the	day	at	Massah	in	the	
wilderness,	9	when	your	fathers	put	me	to	the	
test	and	put	me	to	the	proof,	though	they	had	
seen	my	work.	
John	6:44	No	one	can	come	to	me	unless	the	
Father	who	sent	me	draws	him.	And	I	will	raise	
him	up	on	the	last	day.	
John	10:27–30	My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	
know	them,	and	they	follow	me.	28	I	give	them	
eternal	life,	and	they	will	never	perish,	and	no	
one	will	snatch	them	out	of	my	hand.	29	My	
Father,	who	has	given	them	to	me,	is	greater	
than	all,	and	no	one	is	able	to	snatch	them	out	of	
the	Father’s	hand.	30	I	and	the	Father	are	one.”	
	
B.	The	response	=	selfishness	&	unbelief	
			1.	Jesus	knew	their	hearts.	
Hebrews	13:8	Jesus	Christ	is	the	same	yesterday	
and	today	and	forever.	
	
			2.	Jesus’	response	truly,	truly.	
			3.	Jesus’	call	for	labor	=	painful	effort	
Luke	16:16	“The	Law	and	the	Prophets	were	
until	John;	since	then	the	good	news	of	the	
kingdom	of	God	is	preached,	and	everyone	forces	
his	way	into	it.	
Acts	14:22	strengthening	the	souls	of	the	
disciples,	encouraging	them	to	continue	in	the	
faith,	and	saying	that	through	many	tribulations	
we	must	enter	the	kingdom	of	God.	
Matthew	13:45	&	46	“Again,	the	kingdom	of	
heaven	is	like	a	merchant	in	search	of	fine	pearls,	
46	who,	on	finding	one	pearl	of	great	value,	went	
and	sold	all	that	he	had	and	bought	it.	
	
			4.	Jesus’	gift	
	
John	1:11–13	He	came	to	his	own,	and	his	own	
people	did	not	receive	him.	12	But	to	all	who	did	
receive	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	
the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	13	who	
were	born,	not	of	blood	nor	of	the	will	of	the	
flesh	nor	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	

Matthew	11:27–30	All	things	have	been	handed	
over	to	me	by	my	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	
Son	except	the	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	
Father	except	the	Son	and	anyone	to	whom	the	
Son	chooses	to	reveal	him.	28	Come	to	me,	all	
who	labor	and	are	heavy	laden,	and	I	will	give	
you	rest.	29	Take	my	yoke	upon	you,	and	learn	
from	me,	for	I	am	gentle	and	lowly	in	heart,	and	
you	will	find	rest	for	your	souls.	30	For	my	yoke	
is	easy,	and	my	burden	is	light.”	
	
			5.	God’s	seal	upon	Jesus	
Acts	2:36	Let	all	the	house	of	Israel	therefore	
know	for	certain	that	God	has	made	him	both	
Lord	and	Christ,	this	Jesus	whom	you	crucified.”	
Romans	1:4	and	was	declared	to	be	the	Son	of	
God	in	power	according	to	the	Spirit	of	holiness	
by	his	resurrection	from	the	dead,	Jesus	Christ	
our	Lord,	
Ephesians	1:13	In	him	you	also,	when	you	heard	
the	word	of	truth,	the	gospel	of	your	salvation,	
and	believed	in	him,	were	sealed	with	the	
promised	Holy	Spirit,	
Ephesians	1:6	to	the	praise	of	his	glorious	grace,	
with	which	he	has	blessed	us	in	the	Beloved.	
	
			6.	The	works	of	God	=	believe	on	the	Lord	Jesus	
Christ	
	
Ephesians	1:19	and	what	is	the	immeasurable	
greatness	of	his	power	toward	us	who	believe,	
according	to	the	working	of	his	great	might	
Philippians	1:29	For	it	has	been	granted	to	you	
that	for	the	sake	of	Christ	you	should	not	only	
believe	in	him	but	also	suffer	for	his	sake,	
John	1:11–13	He	came	to	his	own,	and	his	own	
people	did	not	receive	him.	12	But	to	all	who	did	
receive	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	
the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	13	who	
were	born,	not	of	blood	nor	of	the	will	of	the	
flesh	nor	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	
Romans	10:11–13	For	the	Scripture	says,	
“Everyone	who	believes	in	him	will	not	be	put	to	
shame.”	12	For	there	is	no	distinction	between	
Jew	and	Greek;	for	the	same	Lord	is	Lord	of	all,	
bestowing	his	riches	on	all	who	call	on	him.	13	
For	“everyone	who	calls	on	the	name	of	the	Lord	
will	be	saved.”	


