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Read Matthew 28 and John 20. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
 
The gospel is the “good news”. We’ve all heard it before. We Christians talk about the gospel all 
the time. We talk about how we need to share the gospel. We talk about how Jesus Christ died 
for our sins. We talk about how he suffered and died, the sinless lamb of God, sacrificed for our 
sins on the cruel cross. We talk about his blood and his hands, his feet, and his side. We talk 
about how he said, “it is finished” and how he “gave up ghost.” We talk about how his body was 
taken down and laid in the tomb and how the tomb was sealed and guarded.  
 
But that’s no big deal, is it? Men die all of time, don’t they? Even good men, throughout history, 
have died terrible deaths for all sorts of good causes. In fact, there may be very good men dying 
in really horrible ways at the hands of their enemies right this very second, right?  
 
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if 
ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
 
The gospel must be something pretty special. It has to be something a lot more special than just 
some Jewish guy dying on a cross. A lot of Jewish guys died at the hands of the Romans (much 
less their own people). No, this gospel is special enough that Paul declares it again after he 
preached it, after the Corinthians received it, after they were already standing in it. It’s special 
enough that Paul reminds the Corinthians of how they are saved by it. Here it comes: 
 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of 
Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred 
brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are 
fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last 
of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 
 
So, Paul says that this is the gospel: 

1. Jesus Christ died for our sins. 
2. He was buried. 

 
Well, if that is where the gospel ends, it’s not really “good news” at all. It’s lousy news. Yet 
another really (really) good man died and was buried. And that man was also the son of God. 
And that God sacrificed his son for our sins on the cross. And that was all. And he is dead and 
buried. Not good news at all, right? 
 
But, Paul also says that this is the gospel: 

3. Jesus Christ rose again the third day. 
4. He was seen by a lot of people, including Paul himself. 

 
And that part of the scripture here, where Paul declares again to the Corinthians that Jesus 
Christ “rose again the third day according to the scriptures”, well, that part is the “good” in the 
the “good news” of the gospel. Dying and burying, that’s bad news. Rising again and overcoming 
death, that’s good news. 
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So, let’s skip down in the chapter here, because Paul is going to expound upon his point in some 
detail and we should listen up, because we, like the Corinthians, are far too often tooling along 
with a “died for my sins” gospel in mind, rather than a “kicked death to the curb” gospel in 
mind. Which, frankly, is kind of dumb, but we do it anyway, because death is our thing and life 
is God’s thing and we’re just dumb enough to think that life is about death and not that life is 
about life. And, as such, our gospel is lousy. And by lousy I mean just plain depressing. Paul, not 
surprisingly, fails to pull any punches with the Corinthians. He essentially says, “hey, listen up 
you dummies…”. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:12-26 
 
12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there be no resurrection of the 
dead, then is Christ not risen: 14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain. 15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; 
because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, 
if so be that the dead rise not. 16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 
17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
 
Follow the logic. The Corinthians apparently had a little problem with their congregation. Some 
of them got stuck at the “died for my sins” part (yes, just a part) of the gospel and ended up 
denying the “rose again the third day” part of the gospel. And since they did get stuck there, Paul 
tells them that it’s all downhill from there: vain preaching, vain faith, false witnesses, no 
resurrection of the dead, and, worst of all, “ye are yet in your sins”. But, wait, there’s more. Not 
only are we still dead in our sins without the resurrection of the dead… 
 
18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 

 
That is, dead is just, well, dead. Nothing follows. Nice to know you. That is one terrible, awful, 
no good, very bad not good news at all gospel. In other words, without the resurrection of the 
dead, there is no gospel. Period. To which Paul then pounds the nail in proverbial coffin… 
 
19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 
 
Say it. “We are of all men most miserable”. Misery comes upon us if this life is all there is. Even 
if we hold onto the hope that Jesus died for our sins in this life, if we don’t believe that there’s 
another life, a new life with a new body with a new heaven and a new earth, we are miserable. 
And really, many of us live like this. We live these “dead and buried” lives of constant misery 
because all we can think of is this life, this body, this earth. We can’t seem to grasp life after life. 
So, Jesus may as well be in the tomb since his resurrection has zero seeming affect upon us here 
and now. We need to wake up to the reality of what happened: God rolled the stone away and 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead and walked out of the tomb and left it behind. For good. 
Forever. And for every one of us who call ourselves Christians, who believe in the full gospel of 
the kingdom of God, we get to do the very same thing.  
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20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept. 
 
“Now”. Jesus Christ is alive, in the flesh, “now”. He slept a few days in the tomb and “now” he 
isn’t there anymore. And he went before us. All of us are going to die. Death is still there. It’s still 
reminding us of our sin and reminding us of how much we need God through Jesus Christ to 
save us from it and then redeem us soul and body for eternity. 
 
21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
 
God told Adam, “thou shalt surely die” and Adam died at the ripe old age of 930. He died old, 
but he died nonetheless. Death is the interruption of eternity. That curse stands today. We “shalt 
surely die” just like Adam. But, if we’re Christians (and by that we mean people who believe in a 
full gospel), well, death is just a hiccup. Jesus, the “second Adam” is alive and therefore so are 
we. Eternally. Ad infinitum.  
 
23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are 
Christ's at his coming. 
 
Paul repeats himself with the word “firstfruits” from verse 20 and he’s justified in doing so. He’s 
delineating between Jesus Christ and you and me. Jesus Christ crossed the finish line and “sat 
down at the right hand of God”. We, on the other hand, are still running towards the finish line. 
Jesus won the race for us. All we have to do is run. Of course, some of the saints “are fallen 
asleep in Christ” and their bodies are awaiting the day of the resurrection of the saints, but their 
souls and spirits are with Jesus in paradise. He had to go before them to build “many mansions” 
and “to prepare a place” for them, to house their resurrected bodies. That will happen at the end. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

 
24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 
 
“The end” is the end of time, when we transition from the temporal measurements of seconds, 
minutes, hours, days, and so on, which are what are used to “number our days” until our death, 
but will not be used to number life upon life in eternity following the resurrection. That will be 
unnumbered eternity in the kingdom of God in heaven, where Jesus will continue his reign over 
us, along with God the Father, in bodies that are not subject to the “second death”. That is true 
salvation. That is truly “good news”. That is yet another part of the full gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Yes, he died to save us from our sins, but he arose to prove that he was capable of doing so, and 
to reign forever. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
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Which begs the question, “What is this kingdom of God Paul speaks of here?” That kingdom of 
God is the perfected kingdom, where there are no false professors, where there are none who are 
weak in the faith, where there is no backsliding. That kingdom being prepared here on earth and 
is ruled over by Jesus Christ, “the head of the body” and “the chief cornerstone”. That kingdom 
is comprised of “them which are asleep” and those “which are alive and remain” at “the end”. 
That kingdom is imperfect in its current state due to sin and death. The eternal kingdom will 
have no such imperfections, for the battle of the ages will have been won, and the age of peace 
will continue on into eternity. In that kingdom, there is only one who holds “all rule and all 
authority and power”: the triune God. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 
25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 
 
“All enemies” encompasses you and me. That’s right, we were enemies and to some extent we 
still are because we continue to sin and struggle to be what we are becoming. It also includes our 
family, friends, neighbors, and enemies. It includes every created being, both angels and men, 
that has existed throughout history. At “the end”, “all enemies” will be subject to him, some 
elected to spend eternity living with him in his kingdom, and some condemned to spend eternity 
dying and separated from him. For us, Christians, it is “good news”. It is another part of the full 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Dead, buried, resurrected, ascended in the temporal, but reigning over all 
in the eternal. Growing his kingdom here until is complete and ready to be delivered to his 
Father. And it will be delivered with the subjection and conquering of all of their enemies, 
including an enemy that all creation has been subject to throughout the ages. 
 
26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 
 
Paul drives it home. Consider. What good would a bodily resurrection be if it that body were 
subject to death once again? No, Jesus Christ will have “done all things well”. The enemy of the 
body, death, will be no more. The full gospel will be realized in eternity. That, brethren and 
friends, is the real “good news”.  
 

1 Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 


