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God has ordained that His church see to the support of its key servants. 
 

I. The church is to both respect and remunerate pastors. 

 

Elders (Gr. Presbuteros) – Spiritually mature and full of godly wisdom. 

Pastors (Gr. Poimen) – Shepherds who lead, feed and protect the flock. 

Overseers (Gr. Episkopos) – Administrators with authority over the church. 

Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who 

care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love 

because of their work. (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13a) 

 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over 

you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 

for that would be of no benefit to you. (Hebrews 13:17) 

 

This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on me. Don’t we have the right to food and 

drink? Don’t we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles 

and the Lord’s brothers and Cephas? Or is it only I and Barnabas who lack the right to not work 

for a living? 

 

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you 

must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but 

eager to serve (1 Peter 5:2) 

 

II. The highest priority for church support is to those who feed the flock. (v. 17b) 

Work (Gr. Kopiao) to grow weary, tired, exhausted (with toil or burdens or grief) 

 

I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst 

and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, I face 

daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. (2 Corinthians 11:27-28) 

 

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them 

complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be 

right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers and 



sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. 

We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the 

ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:1-4) 

 

III. Paul is inspired to cite the biblical principal that those who labor should benefit from 

their work. (v. 18) 

Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat its grapes? 

Who tends a flock and does not drink the milk? Do I say this merely on human authority? 

Doesn’t the Law say the same thing? For it is written in the Law of Moses: “Do not muzzle an 

ox while it is treading out the grain.” Is it about oxen that God is concerned? Surely he says this 

for us, doesn’t he? Yes, this was written for us, because whoever plows and threshes should be 

able to do so in the hope of sharing in the harvest.  If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is 

it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? If others have this right of support from 

you, shouldn’t we have it all the more? 

But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the 

gospel of Christ. 

Don’t you know that those who serve in the temple get their food from the temple, and that 

those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? In the same way, the Lord has 

commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 

But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in the hope that you will do 

such things for me, for I would rather die than allow anyone to deprive me of this boast. For 

when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not 

preach the gospel! If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply 

discharging the trust committed to me. What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the 

gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make full use of my rights as a preacher of the 

gospel. (1 Corinthians 9:7-18) 

 
 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were 

concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for 

I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I 

know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 

situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this 

through him who gives me strength. 

Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early 

days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church 

shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in 

Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. Not that I desire your gifts; 

what I desire is that more be credited to your account. I have received full payment and have 

more than enough. I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts 

you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God 

will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. 

To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Philippians 4:10-20) 

 



 

Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against 

you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. (James 5:4) 

 

IV. The writings of the New Testament authors were being recognized as divine Scripture 

within just a few years of their composition. (v. 18) 

18 For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” (Deuteronomy 

25:4) and “The worker deserves his wages.” (Luke 10:7) 

 

Do not take advantage of a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether that worker is a fellow 

Israelite or a foreigner residing in one of your towns. Pay them their wages each day before 

sunset, because they are poor and are counting on it. Otherwise they may cry to the LORD 

against you, and you will be guilty of sin. (Deuteronomy 24:14-15) 

 

Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. 

(Luke 10:7) 

 

Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote 

you with the wisdom that God gave him. He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in 

them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which 

ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. (2 

Peter 3:15-16) 


