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Nehemiah 13:1-14, 23-30 
 
The cleansing of the people. 
 
1a On that day… 
 
“That day” is indistinct, but does not seem to be the day of the dedication of the wall which had 
been described in the previous chapter. It may be the day that Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem 
(see verse 6) which was twelve years following his initial visit to Jerusalem. It may be the day 
when the sins of the congregation which are recorded in the chapter were addressed by 
Nehemiah. 
 
1b …they read in the book of Moses in the audience of the people;  
 
As they had done prior to the Feast of Tabernacles when Ezra read before the congregation. 
 

Nehemiah 8:8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, 
and caused them to understand the reading. 

 
Principle: The scriptures are not only for those who are ordained to public ministries of 
preaching and teaching, or only for private study, but are to be read before the whole 
congregation of God.  
 

Psalms 19:7-11 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of 
the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing 
the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the 
LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous 
altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than 
honey and the honeycomb. 11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of 
them there is great reward. 

 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 
1c …and therein was found written, that the Ammonite and the Moabite should not 
come into the congregation of God for ever;  
 
“The book of Moses” being read to the people was perhaps Numbers and certainly 
Deuteronomy, where the command regarding the Ammonite and Moabite is found. 
 

Deuteronomy 23:3-6 3 An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the 
congregation of the LORD; even to their tenth generation shall they not enter into the 
congregation of the LORD for ever: 4 Because they met you not with bread and with 
water in the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt; and because they hired against thee 
Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse thee. 5 Nevertheless the LORD thy 
God would not hearken unto Balaam; but the LORD thy God turned the curse into a 
blessing unto thee, because the LORD thy God loved thee. 6 Thou shalt not seek their 
peace nor their prosperity all thy days for ever. 

 
2 Because they met not the children of Israel with bread and with water, but hired 
Balaam against them, that he should curse them: howbeit our God turned the 
curse into a blessing. 
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These words, being nearly directly quoted from the Deuteronomy, recount the history of Balaam 
and how he prophesied contrary to Balak’s desires, blessing rather than cursing the Israelites. 
 
3 Now it came to pass, when they had heard the law, that they separated from 
Israel all the mixed multitude. 
 
Which seems to refer to the events that Nehemiah records in the latter part of the chapter: 
 

Nehemiah 13:23-27, 30a 23 In those days also saw I Jews that had married wives of 
Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab: 24 And their children spake half in the speech of 
Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews' language, but according to the language of 
each people. 25 And I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and 
plucked off their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters 
unto their sons, nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves. 26 Did 
not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? yet among many nations was there no king like 
him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Israel: nevertheless even him 
did outlandish women cause to sin. 27 Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this great 
evil, to transgress against our God in marrying strange wives? 30a Thus cleansed I 
them from all strangers,  

 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of 
the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

 
Principle: Familial or covenantal (yoked) relationships between believers (righteousness, light, 
Christ, temple of God) and unbelievers (unrighteousness, darkness, Belial, idols) are forbidden 
God’s people today as they were in Nehemiah’s time. God expects his people to be holy in the 
sense of being “consecrated or set apart to a sacred use, or to the service or worship of God” 
(Webster’s 1828). 
 
The cleansing of the temple.  
 
4 And before this, Eliashib the priest, having the oversight of the chamber of the 
house of our God, was allied unto Tobiah: 
 
Eliashib the priest should have not had any alliance with Tobiah the Ammonite according to the 
word of God as written in Deuteronomy. Eliashib clearly had an issue with both alliances and 
covenants, for his grandson had intermarried with the enemies of Israel. 
 

Nehemiah13:28 And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was 
son in law to Sanballat the Horonite: therefore I chased him from me.  

 
5 And he had prepared for him a great chamber, where aforetime they laid the 
meat offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, and the tithes of the corn, the 
new wine, and the oil, which was commanded to be given to the Levites, and the 
singers, and the porters; and the offerings of the priests. 
 
Eliashib had given a place in the temple of God for the use of Tobiah the Ammonite.  
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6 But in all this time was not I at Jerusalem: for in the two and thirtieth year of 
Artaxerxes king of Babylon came I unto the king, and after certain days obtained I 
leave of the king:  
 
Nehemiah makes this statement to note that he was not in Jerusalem when the Israelite people 
and priests sinned against the commandment of God given by Moses in Deuteronomy. 
 
7 And I came to Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, 
in preparing him a chamber in the courts of the house of God. 8 And it grieved me 
sore: therefore I cast forth all the household stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber. 
 
It is unclear what “the household stuff of Tobiah” was, but it can be assumed that Tobiah, being 
an Ammonite, was an idolater and therefore all his “stuff” was tainted by his idolatry. Beyond 
that, his “stuff” had no place in “the house of God” and because it was allowed by Eliashib to be 
there, other aspects of the worship of God were not attended unto. 
 

John 2:13-17 13 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 14 And 
found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of 
money sitting: 15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of 
the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and 
overthrew the tables; 16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; 
make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. 17 And his disciples remembered 
that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 
 
Matthew 21:12-13 12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them 
that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the 
seats of them that sold doves, 13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called 
the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you? 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for 
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with 
a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

 
John 2:21 But he spake of the temple of his body. 
 
Ephesians 5:30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 

 
1 Corinthians 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

 
Principle: The temple (the house of God), whether our physical body or the mystical body of 
Jesus Christ, is to be kept holy. Each member of the body is responsible for keeping his or her 
body undefiled and the members of the body of Christ are to keep the congregation undefiled.  
 
9a Then I commanded, and they cleansed the chambers:   
 
Cleansing follows clearing. 
 

Psalms 51:7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow. 
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The restoration of worship and service. 
 
9b…and thither brought I again the vessels of the house of God, with the meat 
offering and the frankincense. 10 And I perceived that the portions of the Levites 
had not been given them: for the Levites and the singers, that did the work, were 
fled every one to his field.  
 
These things had been displaced by Tobiah’s “household stuff” and had caused the worship and 
service in “the house of God” (the temple) to cease from being properly carried out. The Levites 
and singers, so prominently mentioned and relied upon for worship in the previous chapter, had 
been driven back to their homes to fend for themselves, rather than being cared for by the 
congregation at the temple. 
 
Principle: When idolaters or idolatry are allowed into the temple, either personally or 
corporately, they displace proper worship and service in the people and congregation of God. 
 
The restoration of leadership. 
 
11 Then contended I with the rulers, and said, Why is the house of God forsaken? 
And I gathered them together, and set them in their place. 
 
“The rulers” being those over the congregation of Israel. Nehemiah confronts those who were in 
places of leadership, who had responsibility for the protection of God’s people and the 
preservation of God’s word among his people. 
 

Acts 20:27-31 27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among 
you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 

 
1 Peter 5:1-4 1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 2 Feed 
the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, 
but being ensamples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall 
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

 
Principle: The men who are ordained to lead the congregation of God are directly responsible 
for the care and feeding of themselves and of God’s children. Good leadership, based upon “all 
the counsel of God” prevents idolaters and idolatry from entering into and affecting the 
congregation. 
 
The restoration of regular offering. 
 
12 Then brought all Judah the tithe of the corn and the new wine and the oil unto 
the treasuries. 13 And I made treasurers over the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, 
and Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to them was Hanan the 
son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah: for they were counted faithful, and their office 
was to distribute unto their brethren. 
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The regular offering and the distribution thereof must have ceased or been significantly lessened 
as the congregation and the temple were tainted with idolatry. Nehemiah restores the regular 
offering so that the temple can operate as the scriptures commanded. 
 

Nehemiah 13:30-31a Thus cleansed I them from all strangers, and appointed the 
wards of the priests and the Levites, every one in his business; 31a And for 
the wood offering, at times appointed, and for the firstfruits.  

 
Romans 12:8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with 
simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 
Romans 12:13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 

 
Principle: The liberal contribution of time, material, and money by the people of God to 
support the operation of the temple, the body of Christ, the congregation of God, is necessary to 
ensure the continuance of the worship and service.  
 
14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out my good deeds that 
I have done for the house of my God, and for the offices thereof. 


