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[. The Preparation For Sonship (v1-3)
A. Historically
B. Experimentally

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 But I, brothers, could not
address you as spiritual people, but as people of
the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 [ fed you with
milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it.
And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you
are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh
and behaving only in a human way?

Hebrews 5:12-14 For though by this time you
ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach
you again the basic principles of the oracles of
God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for
everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But
solid food is for the mature, for those who have
their powers of discernment trained by constant
practice to distinguish good from evil.

Hebrews 12:10 & 11 For they disciplined us for a
short time as it seemed best to them, but he
disciplines us for our good, that we may share
his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline
seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those
who have been trained by it.

Colossians 2:8 See to it that no one takes you
captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the
elemental spirits of the world, and not according
to Christ.

[I. The Realization of Sonship (v4-11)
A. The foundation.

Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went throughout all the
cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues

and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every affliction.

Acts 13:5 When they arrived at Salamis, they
proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of
the Jews. And they had John to assist them.

John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things
were made through him, and without him was
not any thing made that was made.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth.

Genesis 3:15 [ will put enmity between you and
the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you
shall bruise his heel.”

1 Timothy 2:5 & 6 For there is one God, and
there is one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a
ransom for all, which is the testimony given at
the proper time.

1 Peter 1:18-20 knowing that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from
your forefathers, not with perishable things such
as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood
of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or
spot. 20 He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world but was made manifest
in the last times for the sake of you

Titus 3:3-7 For we ourselves were once foolish,
disobedient, led astray, slaves to various
passions and pleasures, passing our days in
malice and envy, hated by others and hating one
another. 4 But when the goodness and loving
kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved
us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of



the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that
being justified by his grace we might become
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

[saiah 40:30 & 31 Even youths shall faint and be
weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31
but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings like
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they
shall walk and not faint.

Luke 18:1 And he told them a parable to the
effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart.

Psalm 27:14 Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let
your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!

1 Corinthians 1:18 & 19 For the word of the
cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19
For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning [ will
thwart.”

1 Corinthians 1:23 & 24 but we preach Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God.

Romans 1:16 & 17 For | am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

2 Timothy 1:9 & 10 who saved us and called us
to a holy calling, not because of our works but
because of his own purpose and grace, which he
gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10
and which now has been manifested through the
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel,

B. The validation.

Ephesians 1:3-6 Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. In love
5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,

6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which
he has blessed us in the Beloved.

Ephesians 1:13 & 14 In him you also, when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

John 3:6-8 That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes,
and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Romans 8:14-16 For all who are led by the Spirit
of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The
Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God,

Romans 8:26 & 27 Likewise the Spirit helps us in
our weakness. For we do not know what to pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And
he who searches hearts knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 Rejoice always, 17 pray
without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do
not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything;
hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every
form of evil.

C. The significance.

Matthew 11:28-30 Come to me, all who labor
and are heavy laden, and [ will give you rest. 29
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for [
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.”

Romans 8:1 & 2 There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free
in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.
Ephesians 1:5 & 6 he predestined us for adoption
as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the



purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the
Beloved.

Colossians 1:13 & 14 He has delivered us from
the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Romans 8:16 & 17 The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God
and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer
with him in order that we may also be glorified
with him.

Colossians 1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of
the saints in light.

1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

D. The responsibility.

Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works,
so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.

Philippians 2:12 & 13 Therefore, my beloved, as
you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in
my presence but much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you,
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Luke 12:48 But the one who did not know, and
did what deserved a beating, will receive a light
beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of
him much will be required, and from him to
whom they entrusted much, they will demand
the more.

Romans 1:25 because they exchanged the truth
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed
forever! Amen.

Colossians 2:20-23 If with Christ you died to the
elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you
were still alive in the world, do you submit to
regulations— 21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do
not touch” 22 (referring to things that all perish
as they are used)—according to human precepts
and teachings? 23 These have indeed an
appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made
religion and asceticism and severity to the body,
but they are of no value in stopping the
indulgence of the flesh.

John 8:31 & 32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had
believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Romans 6:17 & 18 But thanks be to God, that you
who were once slaves of sin have become
obedient from the heart to the standard of
teaching to which you were committed, 18 and,
having been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness.

Acts 15:10 & 11 Now, therefore, why are you
putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the
neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor
we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe
that we will be saved through the grace of the
Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

Matthew 22:44 “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit
at my right hand, until I put your enemies under
your feet” ’?

Matthew 10:14 And if anyone will not receive
you or listen to your words, shake off the dust
from your feet when you leave that house or
town.

Acts 18:6 And when they opposed and reviled
him, he shook out his garments and said to them,
“Your blood be on your own heads! I am
innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”
James 5:19 & 20 My brothers, if anyone among
you wanders from the truth and someone brings
him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings
back a sinner from his wandering will save his
soul from death and will cover a multitude of
sins.



