The Hebrews Series

200426-1 He 3, Christ Is Faithful over His House—CThurman

There are two statements in this chapter upon which all of the others are built.
These are found in verses 1 and 12:

o Brethren, consider Jesus — who was faithful to him that had constituted him
to be over His house. And,

o Brethren, take heed — lest there by in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God. (vss.1, 2, 12)

These are two very serious thoughts for us today. Such thoughts should be in the
mind of every Christian as he would serve the Lord day by day. Just before we
begin reading let’s consider this summary statement.

As Moses was faithful in his house as a servant and the LORD judged Israel
for their unbelief, denying them to enter into His rest; so Christ Jesus is
faithful over His house as a son, and He shall judge His church/es if they
become hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

Brethren as we read take notice that the sins under consider by Israel are, in the
main, of a corporate nature. The LORD had brought the nation into several
judgments. It had become so thoroughly corrupted by the individual citizens that
God brought corporate judgment many times on the entire nation. The nation
was charge with sin against the LORD. Corporate sins begin with individual sins.
So, what am | saying at this place? If we are members of one of the Lord’s
churches take the admonitions of Scripture both personally and corporately. In
this chapter we will read that Christ Jesus is over His house as a son. The only
house that | know of that Christ is over, and which has the promise of rest is the
Lord’s church. As a reminder, this letter only address the Hebrew brethren that
are in one of Christ’s churches.

Chapter 3
19 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider
From hence i.e. partners

the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;
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wherefore, 86gv, adv. tss. from whence (3), whence (1), whereupon
(3), where (2), wherefore (4), from thence (1), whereby (1).

partakers, pétoxot, nom. pl. of péroy og, a noun which is only once
used outside of the book of Hebrews (cf. Lk.5.7, partners [1]), petd
to change, with + ’e’xw to have, possess; tss.; He.1.9, fellows (1),
He.3.1, 14; 6.4; 12.8, partakers (4); the verb petéyw, to be partakers;
He.2.14, to take part; He.5.13, to use; He.7.13, to pertain; uemxﬁ,
once found in the NT, tss. fellowship; another noun, uc-:‘roxr'], once
found in the NT, tss. [the] fellowship

calling, kA\fogwg, gen. sing. of KATjo'1g, a noun tss. calling (10),
vocation (1); see also the adj., KAnTOS, called; the verb kaéw, tss. to
call, to bid.

consider, katavorjoate, 2ppl. aor. imper. of KATAV0éw, KATA by,
down, at, to work out (cf.Phl.2.12, prefix) + voéw, to understand,
perceive, consider (He.3.1); kaTavoéw, is tss. to consider, perceive,
to behold, & discover; He.10.24, let ... consider.

apostle, AmdoTtolov, acc. sing. of ATEoToN0g, a noun, tss. Mt.10.2,
apostle; Jn.13.16, one that is sent; 2Co.8.23, a messenger; the verb
ATo0 TENW, Ao of, forth, send + o TéN\w, is tss. Mt.10.40, to
send; Mt. 2.16; He.1.14, to send forth; Mk.4.29, to put in; Mk.8.26, to
send away; Liddell & Scott, ‘I. to set in order, arrange, array Il. to
dispatch on an expedition, to dispatch, send ...’

profession, opoAoyiag, gen. sing. of éuo)\oyia, onoég like + NGyos, a
word, communication, a saying, account; 6uo)\oyia, ists.a
profession (5, He.3.1; 4.14; 10.23), a confession (1); the verb
6u0}\oyéw, is tss. to profess, to confess (He.11.13), to promise, to
give thanks (He.13.15).

wherefore, from those things which have been established in the preceding
chapters. Paul has informed the Hebrew Christians that God had spoken to
them in these last days by His Son, who, though better than the angels was
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made a little lower than they by the assumption of human flesh, so that
through death he might destroy the devil and deliver them that had been
held captive by him. It was necessary that He take to Himself the nature of
the seed of Abraham in order that He become a merciful and faithful high
priest to propitiate for the sins of the His people and render aid to them in
their present trials.

holy brethren, adsAdol ayiot, holy also tss. saint, which means an holy one.
Paul called these brethren holy. They weren’t waiting to be saints, but were
saints already. Now, there is a difference between a believer, a baptized
believer and a saint. Take a little time and look at the NT use of the term
saint and you’ll find it is always with reference to baptized believers that
are of one of the Lord’s NT churches. These are called saints. They are
assumed to be saints because members of the Lord’s church are supposed
to have an interest in living for Christ and glorifying God by following
Christ’s commandments. Less than this purpose in mind no person should
ever come into one of the Lord churches. Paul calls these holy brethren.
They dedicated themselves to the service of Christ. They rejected thinking,
talking, acting and looking like the world and desire to be conformed to the
image of their Lord Jesus Christ. Have we forgotten what it means to be a
Christian? Have we become dulled by the world’s influence so that we just
don’t think it’s so important anymore. Other Christians get by with living
like the world, why not me? Because it isn’t right!

partakers of the heavenly calling, The reason that Paul wrote to these
brethren is because they witnessed the working of the salvation of God in
them. The origin of their calling was from above, not below. This calling
didn’t come from family or friends. They weren’t born into it. The origin of
this that they were involved with came from the love of God. He called
them to this manner of life, and they followed. There were partakers
together with Paul of this calling of God. In other words they were made
partners of a faith, a doctrine, a whole new manner of life which originated
with God.

‘We are partakers of the heavenly calling because He, in wondrouns
condescension, partook of our earthly lot.” Exposition of Hebrews, A.
W. Pink, p.157
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consider, They were to fix their minds on the Apostle and High Priest, Christ
Jesus. Literally they were to cast their thoughts upon Christ Jesus.

‘There is a difference, of course, between a priest and an apostle. An
apostle is one who comes out from God with a message to man. A
priest is one who goes in to God on behalf of man. The Lord Jesus is
both Apostle and High Priest (Heb.3.1). He came from God, and He
went back to God. The great work of the priest was to minister unto
the Lord (Exod. 28.3).” Handfuls on Purpose, vol.1, series |l, p.40,
James Smith.

the Apostle, The One sent of God; God’s Messenger. (Jn.3.16) The LORD
sent Moses (LXX, amooTeilw, | will send) to Pharoah. (cf. Ex.3.10) And God
sent His Son to us, His people.

High Priest, As was shown in the previous ch. (2.17) it was necessary that
Christ be made like unto His brethren in order that He might become a
merciful and faithful high priest in the things pertaining to God to propitiate
(INdoKeTBaut, pres. infin. of iNdokopat) for the sins of he people and
render aid to us when we are tried. He alone is able to help us. We need
not turn to any other person or means.

of our profession, At this time the Christian Hebrews confessed or
professed this much about Jesus Christ. As the Pharisees confessed that
there were both spirits and a resurrection, so the confession of the
Christian is that Christ was Sent of God and is the High Priest of God. This is
a Christian confession. This term of our professon is ... the subject matter
of the faith we profess.” Exposition of Hebrews, A. W. Pink, p.156

1"0Bev ddeAdol aylol KANOEWC EMOUPAVIOU HETOXOL KATOVONOOTE TOV
QAMOoTOAOV Kal apyLepEa THG OpoAoyiag UV Xplotovincoldv

Heb 3:1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;
2 Who was faithful to him that appointed him,

Christ Jesus
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who was, ovta, nom. neut. pl. part. pres. of 80’nep, cf. u’dv; in He.1.3,
being; 3.2, who was; 5.8, were; 8.4, seeing that there are; 13.3, being.

that appointed, mowjoavty, dat. sing. masc. part. aor. act. of To1éw,
to do; Ja.2.13, the same verb form, ‘that hath showed no mercy’;
comp. 2Co.5.21, For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made (no1éw) the righteousness of God in him.

as also Moses was faithful in all his house.
2 TILOTOV OVTA TG TToLoavVTL AUTOV WG Kol Mwoii¢ év OAw T® olkw altol

3 For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses,
the reason one Jesus

we should be focused
upon Christ

glory, 66¢n, dat. sing. of 80&a.; is tss. honor, worship (Lk.14.10),
praise (Jn.9.24), dignities (2Pe.2.10) & glory (He.1.3; 2.7, 9, 10; 3.3;
9.5; 13.21)

was counted worthy, Afiwtay, 3ps. sing. perf. pass. of dE16w and tss.
to think worthy (He.10.29), to think good, to count worthy (He.3.3);
the noun &E10g, is tss. meet, worthy (He.11.38), due reward.

EXEL
inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house.
furnished

hath builded, kataokevdooag, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. of
KaTaoKevdCw, KaTd by, down, at, to work out (cf.Phl.2.12, prefix)
+ okevd{w, LXX, okevd{w, 3Mac.5.31, should have furnished;
Liddell & Scott, for okevdw, to prepare, make ready: esp. to
prepare or dress food: Generally, to provide; see okebog, tss. goods,
vessl, stuff, sail; kaTa.okevdw, is tss. to prepare (6, He.11.7), to
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build (3, He.3.3, 4 [twice]), to make (1, He.9.2), to ordain (1, He.9.6);
6 times in Hebrews.

LXX, kaTaokevdw, is tss. to prepare, form, make (Nu.21.7;
Is.40.19, 28.

So Paul says in simple terms that the one that builds the house is greater
than any that are of the house. Moses was of the house that the LORD built
and therefore has less honor than He that built it.

3 mAelovog yap 66&nc outog mapd Mwoijv A¢iwtal kaB’ doov mAeiova TRV
£xeL To0 olkou O KaTOoKEUAOAC AUTOV

UTo
4 For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God.
of

4 AG yap olkoG KATAOKEVALETAL UTIO TIVOG O O€ TA TTAVTA KATAOKEUACOG
Bed¢

HEV
5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant,
on the one hand

all, 0Aw, dat. sing. of 8)\03, tss. all, whole, altogether, every whit.

servant, Bepamnwv, only this once in the NT; the noun Bepaneia, is
tss. household (2), healing (2); the verb Bepameduw, is tss. to heal, to
cure, to worship; from the Greek we our English therapy, therapeutic;

elg pHoptupLoV TV AaAnOnoopEvwv
for atestimony of those things which were to be spoken after;

which were to be spoken after, \aAnBnoouévwy, gen. pl. neut. part.
fut. pass. of Aa\éw; to speak.
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That Moses was a servant in the house of Israel we can see in Numbers
chapter 12.

Nu.12.5 And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud,
and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and
Miriam: and they both came forth.

6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet
among you, | the LORD will make myself known unto him in a
vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.

7 My servant (LXX, Bepanwv) Moses is not so, who is faithful in
all mine house.

8 With him will | speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and
not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he
behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my
servant Moses?

9 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he
departed.

5 kal Mwofi¢ HEV TLOTOC €V OAw T® olkw aUTtol wg Bepanwy €ig paptuplov
TWV AaAnBnoopévwy

Eml
6 But Christ as a son over his own house;
on the other hand is faithful
whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence

firm

if, €dvmep, a strengthening of éd, if, if so, except, unless; only in
He.3.6, 14; 6.3.

we hold fast, katdoxwpev, 1ppl. aor. subj. of kaTéy w, kaTd down,
at, under + ’éxw to have, possess.

confidence, mappnotav, acc. sing. of Tappmioia; openness,
boldness, plainness,, freeness, confidence & the dat. is used
adverbially, openly, boldly, plainly, freely.
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and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.
firm (firm is an adjectivedescribing the kind of
confidence and rejoicing we are to hold fast
unto the end)

rejoicing, kauxnuo, noun tss. glory, rejoicing, , rejoice, boasting.

hope, éAttidoc, gen. sing. of é\mtig, tss. hope (53), faith (1, He.10.23);
5 times in Hebrews, 3.6; 6.11, 18; 7.19; 10.23.

firm, stedfast, B€Bavog, an adj. tss. sure, stedfast, firm, of force;
Thayer, also, stable, fast; Liddell & Scott, also, trusty, safe (cf. He.2.2;
3.6, 14; 6.19; 9.17); the verb, BeBa16w, is tss. He.2.3,to confirm, to
stablish, He.13.9, to establish.

The hope before the Christian is in the second coming of Jesus Christ. This
expectation compels the Christian to live in a state of readiness for that
day. It doesn’t matter when He comes, but that we are ready because He is
coming.

1Jo.3.2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear,
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as
he is pure.

The word firm is an adjective which describes our confidence and rejoicing.
The if of this verse is not presenting a condition. This is not an if, then
statement. Paul simply points out that if this is so for us then we are of His
house. What does that mean? It means that we are proper subjects of the
Lord’s church. None but these should be in a church. Every Christian’s life
should witness a firm confidence and a firm rejoicing in Christ. This is proof
that we are truly of the house of Christ. Less than this is what? It is to live
in doubt as to the reality of a real connection with His house. | can only
imagine that there are some that are in churches that are still dead in sins;
dead before God. They haven’t the confidence and the rejoicing of the
hope in them.
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house, There is only one kind of house that Christ has. (1Ti.3.15; 1Pe.4.17)
As Moses was faithful in his house as a servant ... house refers to the nation
of Israel. (Ac.7.38) There wasn’t a universal nation. Not all of the nations
of the earth were a part of the house of Israel. So Christ is faithful over (not
only in it) His house as a son. He originated the church in Israel during His
earthly ministry. It was a church wherever He went with His disciples. Very
shortly after Christ’s ascension, and necessarily so because of the nature of
His church, it became situated in Jerusalem and was later called by that
name. (Ac.8.1) Afterward there became independent, autonomous,
churches in many different places. There was not one big mother church
over all of the other churches. The Bible only refers to independent, self-
governing churches with their own officers and their own work before the
Lord; bearing their own judgment by Him. There is no other kind of church.

6 XpLOTOC 6€ WC LLOGC £ML TOV OLKOV AUTOD 0U OIKOC EOHEV NUETC EQVITEP THV
nappnoiav kat to kavxnua thc EAidog pexpl t€Aoug BePfaiav KATACKWUEV

7 91 Wherefore

816 (81a 0, on account of which ...),that is, Because Christ is over His own
house as a son [rather than as a servant], (v.12) ... Brethren ... take heed ...
Wherefore take heed brethren, or Wherefore brethren take heed ... There is
from verses 7-11 a parenthetical thought. The parenthetical is important,
but it is subordinated to the main statement: brethren take heed lest there
be ...

Now there is in this letter to the Hebrew Christians a second warning. First
was the warning to give the more earnest heed to the things which God has
spoken through His Son, of which the apostles also testified. Now the
second warning, Brethren take heed ... BAémeTe an imperative found
twenty times in the NT: tss. be aware, see, watch, look, take heed, against
unbelief and apostasy (v.12), not only as individuals, but especially as a
church of Jesus Christ. Understand that there were many instances when
the Israelites were judged as individuals in the OT. This which Paul brings
before the Hebrew churches is from warnings against Israel as a nation.
Many times they were judged because of what they agreed to do together

9
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as a nation. Brethren, | think that the Lord is warning these Hebrew
churches against apostatizing from the LORD, as individual, but especially
as a congregation.

In the book of Revelation, almost all the sins noted by the seven churches
were corporately committed. And here in the book of Hebrews it wasn’t
that the apostle Paul had no concerns for individual separation, godliness,
and holiness. He wrote much about the imporatance of individual
faithfulness. But the saints also needed to consider well that they didn’t live
to themselves or die to themselves. (2Co.5.15; Ro.14.7 For none of us
liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.) They constituted a NT
church. One’s failure to know and grow in grace added that much more
susceptibility to their church’s corporate unbelief and apostacy. A church
doesn’t fall into unbelief and apostasy at once. It’s little by little. Sin left
unchecked in the members will manifest in various ways throughout the
body, like leaven in dough. (cf. 1Co.5.6, a little leaven leaventh the whole
lump)

Re 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things
saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; |
know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.
2 Be (ytvov, the imperative in this case, be ye!) watchful,

YPMYOPWY, a nom. sing. masc. part. pres. of ypnyopéw,
functioning as an adjective, ‘be ye’ a watchful church, an
awake congregation, a vigilant body.

and strengthen (o TYp1oov, 2ps. aor. imper. of oTnpilw, establish,
fix) the things which remain, that are ready to die: for | have not
found thy works perfect before God.

3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee
as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will come upon thee.
4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.

10
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Paul’s warning to the Christian Hebrews parallels that of the warning which
the apostle John gave to the Gentiles churches.

(as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,

as, an adverb modifying the verb take heed in verse 12. Verse 7-11
are subject to that verb.

In this OT text the Holy Spirit of God directed this warning to the children of
Israel.

‘There is nothing so hardening as delay.” The Holiest of All, Andrew
Murray, p.125

7 A6 KaBwg Aéyel TO Tvelipa TO Aylov Zruepov €av Th¢ dwvic altol
akouonte

8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation,

harden, okAnpUvnte, 2ppl. pres. subj. act. of ckANpVVW, all six times
tss. with the English word to harden and from which we have the
English schlerosis; cf. He.3.8, 13, 15, 4.7; see also ak\np0s, hard,
fierce; okAMpPOTNG, hardness; combined with the heart and the neck
there are okAnpokapdia, okANPog hard + heart kapdia &
TKAMPOTPAY NNOS, TKANPIS stiff + Tpdynhog (trachea) neck.

provocation, maparikpaou®, dat. sing. of Tapamikpaouog, Tapd
at, by, near, + mkpaivw, bitter (Col.3.19; Re.8.11; 10,9, 10); this
Greek is only found in the book of Hebrews: Tapamikpaouog, the
noun, He.3.8, 15, provocation; Tapanikpaivw, the verb, He. 3.16,
provoke; the time of Israel’s bitterness.

LXX

ToPATIKpA VW, the verb, is tss. Deu. 31.27,provoking;
Deu.32.16, bitterly angered; 3Ki. (1Ki.)13.21, resisted (marg.
‘embittered’); 3Ki. (1Ki.)13.26, rebelled; Ps.5.10, they have
provoked; Ps.66 (67).7, that provoke; Ps.67 (68).6, that act

11
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provokingly; Ps.77 (78).8, provoking; Lam.1.18, have provoked,
the verb doubled in Lam.1.20, grievously rebellious.

TOPATIKPATNOS, the noun, is tss.Ps.94 (95)8, in the
provocation.

in the day of temptation in the wilderness:
desert

being tempted, melpacOeic, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. pass. of
neipdw, tss. He.2.18, twice; 3.8; 4.15; 11.37, to tempt; to prove, to
assay, to go about, to examine; He.11.17, to try.

8 un okAnpuvnte Tag Kapdiag LUWV WE &V T MAPATIKPACU® KOTA TAV
NUEpav o0 mepacpol v i) épnuw

9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.

when, o0, hou, an adv. of place; tss. where (22), wherein (1), wither
(3), then (1).

works, €pya, acc. pl. of ’e’pyov, from which we have our English work,
ergonomics, and such; tss. deed, doing, labor, work (He.1.10; 2.7; 3.9;
4.3,4,10; 6.1, 10; 9.14; 10.24); the verb épydopau, tss. in He.11.33,
wrought.

9 oV £neipaocav pe ol TATEPEG VWV ESOKLUOOAV LIE, Kal b0V TA €pya pLOU
TECOAPAKOVTA £TN

10 Wherefore | was grieved with that generation,
From hence

wherefore, 89, i.e. 31d 6, and most oft tss. wherefore, but about
three times tss. therefore; meaning as Moulton defines it, on which
account, wherefore, therefore.

12
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grieved, tpoowxBloa, 1ps. aor. ind. of mpoowy 681w, mpos to,
toward, unto at + 6Xei(;w, ; Liddell & Scott, to be wroth with, to be
offended at.

LXX, for npoawxei(;w, Ge.27.46, to be weary; Le.18.25, 28;
20.22, to be aggrieved; Le.26.15, 30, 43, 44; Nu.21.5, to loathe;
Nu.22.3; Ps.94.10, to be grieved; Ps. 22.24, to be angry;
Ps.35.56, to abhor; is it related to &Xeouat, to be burdened,
lowered; weighed down, discontented, vexed and disgusted?

and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.

do err, mhav@vtal, 3ppl. pres. ind. pass. of TAavdw; tss.to go astray,
to err, to deceive, to be out of the way, to wander, to be seduced.

they have ... known, gyvwoav, 3ppl. perf. ind. act. of yivwokw, tss.

He.3.10; 8.11; 10.34; 13.23, to know, and to understand, to be aware,
to be resolved.

10 810 mpoowyxBLoa tf yeved €keivn, kal eirmov Ael mAav@vral tf kapdia
avtol 6€ o0k Eyvwoav TG 060U¢ Hou

El
11 So Il sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.)
if

| sware, Gpooa, 1ps. aor. ind. of uvuut, which is always tss. to
sware; cf. He.3.11, 18; 4.3, 6.13, 16; 7.21.

rest, KATAmauvoty, acc.sing. of kaTdnavoig, KaTd as, by + madw, or
navopadt, tss. to leave, to leave off [speaking], to cease, to refrain
(He.10.2); katdavois, always tss. rest, and all but once in Hebrews
(Ac.7.29, what is the place of my rest?); see He.3.11, 18; 4.1, 3
(twice), 5, 10, 11; also, see the verb kaTamadw, once in Ac.14.18,
restrained, and the remaining again in Hebrews, 4.4, 8, rest, 10,
ceased.

13
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By the Spirit of God the Psalmist warned the brethren then present against
falling into the same bitter sins as was committed by the brethren in the
day of Moses while in the wilderness. He would have them to be quick,
enlivened to sing unto the Lord and make a joyful noise to the rock of their
salvation.

Ps.95.1 9 O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful
noise to the rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a
joyful noise unto him with psalms.

He knew that the LORD would reward them bitterness for bitterness. (cf.
Ro.1.24, 26, 28, the Lord judged men by giving them the same in return ...
for uncleanness He gives over to more uncleanness; for vile affection to
more vile affections; and for dispossessing God’s natural order in humanity,
to a reprobate mind (the loss of all objective moral judgment.)

See this instance of this in Nu.14.28-33.

rest — Rest is defined for us in ch.4.10. Israel was to cease from their own
works and work the works of God (faith). What were the works of the
Israelites in the day of Moses? They believed not. They murmured. They
complained. They failed to love the LORD and their neighbor.

Mk.12.30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this
is the first commandment.

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.

They rebelled against the commandments of the LORD, when they should
have done the will of God from the heart. It was on account of these evil
works that the LORD denied them an entering into the land of Canaan. Had
they believed God they should have entered into Canaan properly suited
for it.

14



The Hebrews Series

But this warning was brought forward from the OT for the Hebrew
Christians living now. The rest under consideration isn’t of coming into
eternity. It is about the life that is now. They were to live by faith; living as
Christ lived; applying the doctrine of Christ to their lives at that present
time. They were to yield up their lives to the service of God now. If not
they would waste away walking after the flesh, wandering in a desert place,
grumbling and complaining, unthankful and unholy, carnal; lacking the
overriding peace of God. Those that will walk with Christ God will bring
into rest. They will have the assurance of salvation. They will enjoy the
present peace of God which passes all understanding. They come into the
fervency of the love of God. They will have the joy unspeakable and full of
glory. But only if they will commit themselves to walking as He walked.
Failing in this will bring certain chastening, personal and perhaps, if
necessary corporate.

1Pe 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house
of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that
obey not the gospel of God?

18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly
and the sinner appear?

1Co 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we
should not be condemned with the world.

11 wg wpooa év T 0pyi Hou Ei eloeAeVoovtal €ig TV KATAMAUGLV Hou
BAEmete
12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief,
See ye

Look ye, Beware ye

lest there be, unnote, He.2.1, lest at any time; He.3.12; 4.1, lest;
9.17, no ... at all
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will be, écopat, 1ps fut. ind. & shall be, éoTau, 3ps. fut. ind. of eipi,
am; cf.1.5 (twice), 2.13, will (for ‘will be’ trusting); 3.12, be; 8.10, will
be & shall be; 8.12, will be.

evil, mtovnpd, nom. sing. fem. of Tovnpdg; an adjective tss. wicked,
evil, malicious, grievous

amootival  Amno
in departing from the living God.

departing, dnootivay, aor. infin. of dgiocTnui, dné from, of +
Q{O'Tmu, tss. to stand, to set, to being, to establish, to covenant, to
appoint, to continue; the English word apostasy is derived from this
Greek word, and so carries the idea of to stand forth or to standing
from.

12 BAénete adeldol pnmote £otat £v TVl LUV Kapdia movnpd amiotiog v
@ amnootival ano ol {Wvtog

€autolg Ka@  €kaotnv nuEpav
13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day;
yourselves according to each day

exhort, mapakaleite, 2ppl. pres. imper. act. of Tapakaléw, Topd
by, near, with at + ka\éw, to call; so to call near; Tapakaléw, tss. to
comfort, to beseech (He.13.19; 22), desire, to pray, to exhort
(He.3.13; 10.25), to intreat, to call for; see the noun TOPAKANT 1S,
tss. the consolation (He.6.18), the exhortation (He.12.5; 13.22), the
comfort, the intreaty; TapSKANTOS, is always the Comforter,

Advocate
tva un TG €€ LUV
lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

in order that not

deceitfulness, &ndtn, d negative particle + maTéw, to tread; a noun
tss. deceitfulness (3), deceitful (1), deceit (1), deceivableness (1),
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deceivings (1); the verb dmaTdw, tss. to deceive (3); it is to go out of
the way.

13 GANA TopakaAETTe £0UTOUC KB’ EKAOTNV HHEPAV BXPLS OU TO SAHEPOV
KaATtal tva un okAnpuveoR Tig €€ LUV Amatn tfhig ApapTiag

14 For we are made partakers of Christ,
have become fellows

are made, yeyovapeyv, 1ppl. perf. ind. of yivopat, to become.

partakers, pétoxot, nom. pl. of péroyog, a noun, petd to change,
with + ’éxw to have, possess; tss. Lk.5.7, partners; He.1.9, fellows;
He.3.1, 14; 6.4; 12.8, partakers; uaéxw, to be partakers; He.2.14, to
take part; He.5.13, to use; He.7.13, to pertain; ueTOXT’], once found in
the NT, tss. fellowship.

if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;
retain principle substance

if, é&vnep, a strengthening of éd, if, if so, except, unless; only in
He.3.6, 14; 6.3.

hold, katdoxwpev, 1ppl. aor. subj. of kaTéyw, katd down, under +
’éxw, to have, hold, possess; KCITéX(U, tss. to seize, to be stayed, to
keep, to take, to retain.

beginning, apxacg, acc. pl. of dpxﬁ, is tss. in He.1.9; 3.14; 7.3,
beginning; He.2.3, at the first; He.5.12, the first; He.6.1, principles.

confidence, Uootdoswg, gen. sing. of VméoTAT1S, VN6 + ToTNuL,
to appoint, be establish, to set up, to stand; ﬁnéo’mw'lg, tss. 2Co.9.4,
confident; 11.17; He.2.3, confidence; He.1.3, person; He.11.1,
substance.

stedfast, BEPalog, an adj. tss. sure, stedfast, firm, of force; Thayer,
also, stable, fast; Liddell & Scott, also, trusty, safe (cf. He.2.2; 3.6, 14;
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6.19; 9.17); the verb, BeBa1dw, is tss. He.2.3,to confirm, to stablish,
He.13.9, to establish).

The main statement is: We are made partakers of Christ ... if we hold fast,
unto the end, the beginning of our confidence stedfast. This applies to
every Christian. On the one hand, there is no Christian that has held the
beginning of his confidence stedfast to the end that is not a partaker of
Christ. Thatis impossible! On the other, one that has not held the
beginning of their confidence stedfast unto the end is not a partaker of
Christ. Itis an act of our will to be a partaker of Christ. If we will not apply
ourselves to partaking of Christ we will not be partakers. Brethren, there’s
no other way to say this except to say it. Unbelief and apostatizing from
Christ is because we simply do not care. We don’t care about our own soul
or the souls of our brethren. If we did we would do differently. Unbelief
and apostatizing from Christ is a complete failure on our part to apply to
the all-sufficient grace of God. It’s a grievous sin against Christ and against
His church which brings certain judgment to us, if we truly know the Lord
Jesus Christ savingly.

Were these holy brethren of the house of Christ, holding fast the firm
confidence and firm rejoicing that they had begun with in the day that
Christ had revealed Himself to their hearts? Did they have hope in Him?

‘There are the carnal, and there are the spiritual; there are those
who remain babes, and those who are full-grown men. There are
those who come up out of Egypt, but then remain in the wilderness
of a worldly life; there are those who follow the Lord fully, and enter
the life of rest and victory.” The Holiest of All, Andrew Murray, p.141.

Who are we?

14 pétoxol yap yeyovapev 1ol Xplotod &avmep Vv ApxNV tfi¢ UMTOCTACEWG
HEXPL TEAOUG BePaiav KATAOXWHEV

15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in
the provocation.
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will hear, that heard, dxouvoavtwy, gen. pl. masc. part. aor. act. of
akoVw, to hear; the verb dkovw is found in 2.1, 3; 3.7, 15, 16; 4.2, 7;
12.19.

provocation, maparikpaou®, dat. sing. of Tapamikpaouog, Ttapd
at, by, near, + mkpaivw, bitter (Col.3.19; Re.8.11; 10,9, 10); this
Greek is only found in the book of Hebrews: Ttapamikpaouog, the
noun, He.3.8, 15, provocation; Tapanikpaivw, the verb, He. 3.16,
provoke; the time of Israel’s bitterness.

LXX

TOPATIKpAiVw, the verb, is tss. Deu. 31.27,provoking;
Deu.32.16, bitterly angered; 3Ki. (1Ki.)13.21, resisted (marg.
‘embittered’); 3Ki. (1Ki.)13.26, rebelled; Ps.5.10, they have
provoked; Ps.66 (67).7, that provoke; Ps.67 (68).6, that act
provokingly; Ps.77 (78).8, provoking; Lam.1.18, have provoked,
the verb doubled in Lam.1.20, grievously rebellious.

TOPATIKPAONOS, the noun, is tss.Ps.94 (95)8, in the
provocation.

15 év T® AéyeoBal ZAuepov €av Tii¢ dwvig avtol akovonte Mn
okAnpuvNTe TAG Kapdlag LUV WE €V T TAPATILKPACHUR

16 For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out
of Egypt by Moses.

had hear, that heard, dkovocavtwy, gen. pl. masc. part. aor. act. of
akoVUw, to hear; the verb dkovVw is found in 2.1, 3; 3.7, 15, 16; 4.2, 7;
12.19.

did provoke, verb mapemnikpavav, 3ppl. aor. ind. of Tapamikpaivw,
mTopd at, by, near + mikpaivw, bitter (Col.3.19; Re.8.11; 10,9, 10);
see above.

For some, Very few. 2 men in that day among 603,550 warriors believed.
(Nu.1.45, 46) Later, in the history of Israel in Elijah’s day it was only 7,000
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souls, out of the whole nation that hadn’t bowed the knee in worship to
Baal.

16 tiveg yap akovoavteg mapenikpavayv AAN oU Tavteg ot €€eABOvTeC &€
Alyunttou 81 Mwoéwg

17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had
sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness?

carcases, kAo, nom. pl. of kWAov, and only this once in the NT; in
the LXX, this is tss. Lev.26.20; Nu.14.29, 32, 33; Is.66.24, carcases;
1Ki. (1Sa.)17.46, twice, limbs; clearly this refers to the physical body
and its various parts. Itis true that the body is dead because of sin.

Ro 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin;
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

The lusts of the nature attached to this body of flesh and blood was to be
put to death, mortified so that it was not used dishonorably.

Col 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry:

6 For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of
disobedience ...

The members of this body were to be separated to holy service.

Ro 6:19 | speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity
(weakness) of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now
yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.

We’re not allowed to live as we please after the flesh. If we are the

children of God we can’t find any satisfaction in that life. We’ll only find
satisfaction when we walk with Christ.
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17 tiow 8¢ mpoowyxBLoev tecoapakovta £Tn oUXL TOIC AUOPTOACLY WV TA
KOAa Emeoeyv €v T £pRUw

18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest,

| sware, Gpooa, 1ps. aor. ind. of uvupt, which is always tss. to
sware; cf. He.3.11, 18; 4.3, 6.13, 16; 7.21.

rest, katdnauvoiy, acc.sing. of kaTdrovoig, katd as, by + moadw, or
novopat, tss. to leave, to leave off [speaking], to cease, to refrain
(He.10.2); kaTtdavois, always tss. rest, and all but once in Hebrews
(Ac.7.29, what is the place of my rest?); see He.3.11, 18; 4.1, 3
(twice), 5, 10, 11; also, see the verb kaTamadw, once in Ac.14.18,
restrained, and the remaining again in Hebrews, 4.4, 8, rest, 10,
ceased.

but to them that believed not?

that believed not, ame®ricacty, dat. pl. masc. part. aor. dne1Béw, o
negative particle + me1Béw or melBw to persuade, to trust, to obey,
to believe, to agree, to yield, to have confidence, to be assured,;

admelBéw, to believe not, unbelieving, to obey not, to be disobedient.

18 tiowv 6€ Wpooev un eloehevoeoBal €ig TV katanavowv a0Ttod &l Un Toig
aneldbnoactv

19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.
to enter in, they could not because of unbelief.

they could, nduvnbnoav , 3ppl. aor. ind. of 3vvapat, expresses the
ability, can, able, possibility, power; He.2.18; 7.25, is able; 3.19,
could; 4.15, which cannot; 5.2, who can; 5.7, that was able; 9.9, that
could; 10.1, 11 can.

. ’ ~ . o 9 o .
enter in, eloe\Bely, aor. infin. of ew'épxouou, lit. to come in.

unbelief, dmotiav, acc. sing. of dmioTia, tss. unbelief (12),
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Brethren, coming into the house of God, into one of the true churches of
Jesus Christ means that we have the desire to live to the glory of God.

(Read Lev.25.55; 26.13-35)

We walk by faith. We are to live for Christ now. Eternity will prove the
benefits for obedience now. Otherwise there is such a great loss.

1Co 3:15 If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but
he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

We might not appreciate what that loss means to us now, but it will be a
great loss in that day.

1Co.2.9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him.

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

As Moses was faithful in his house as a servant and the LORD judged Israel for
their unbelief, denying them to enter into His rest; so Christ is faithful over His
house as a son, and shall judge His church/es if they become hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin.

The Lord will bring us into rest if we will follow Him. Let’s live for Him today,
and everyday with the hope of His second coming always in our minds. We
don’t have to waste our lives. We can save them to be used to the glory of
God. I'm persuaded that this is the true desire of every Christian.

19 kai PAEmopev OtL oUK AduvABnoav eioeABelv 6L Amiotiav
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