
Teacher and Lord - John 13:12-15       4-24-22 
 As your Pastor, my great desire is to teach you and lead you according to the Word of 
God during the times that we live in. This is not an easy task at all. Much of it is a war against 
entities that we cannot fully understand. But God’s power and graciousness is magnified as God 
brings reformation to areas of darkness. And as God’s Word abides in the lives of those He 
redeems, they are washed by His Word. So as I endeavor to expound upon what is mentioned in 
this text regarding the subject of Teacher and Lord I pray that you are attentive with a heart, 
mind, and will that God opens up. As I go through this text I will be asking a series of questions. 
All of these have implications on what is biblically meant by Teacher and Lord and the 
application there is for us.  
 So these questions will be… 1) Am I just up on my soapbox with my own rant about 
really irrelevant issues or is this from the text? This is to help you, the listener grow in how you 
listen to sermons. 2) What is the foundation of this text that opens up the person and work of 
Jesus? 3) How does Jesus apply this to His disciples? 4) What are the specific issues to be 
brought up for us today? 
 1) Is this in the text or am I just up on my soapbox getting away from God’s Word?  
 Often times if a Preacher gets too into cultural issues or brings up a certain subject often, 
today they are charged with just standing on their soapbox and ranting on with their opinions. 
This goes along with the mentality today that cultural, societal issues are to be left out of the 
pulpit. Just preach Jesus and the gospel people say. Now, no doubt this soapbox does happen, 
because there are too many man-made opinions behind pulpits today, but a couple of things 
really need to be active in the listener’s mind. 1) Does the application, whatever it is, come from 
the text? Whether the majority of the sermon or parts of the sermon are application-based, is 
there a connection to the text? Is the connection direct from the text with application that has a 
direct connection with something today? This is the easiest to recognize. Or is the connection 
more indirect and seen through principles that are derived from the text? These are harder to see, 
but the listener needs to be slow to react and quick to listen as they have an honest look at the 
text. A necessary help here is to know what preaching should be. Preaching is the explanation 
and proclamation of what God has said with the application and exhortation of what God has 
said for life today, which means that it is to expound to you all of God’s Word for all of life, 
because He, our Teacher and Lord, speaks to all of life. This means that faithful interpretation, 
explanation, and application within context is key to any sermon as the Preacher preaches the 
word of Christ for the glory of Christ; being ready in season and out of season; to reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching as they come from the premise that all 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work 
(2 Timothy 4:2 and 3:16-17).  
 Then secondly, what needs to be active in the listener’s mind is, 2) if the application isn’t 
something that the listener didn’t really notice themselves or isn’t really something that they 
want to hear, if it is found to be a faithful application according to the Word, whether direct or 
indirect in principle, will they honestly listen? This is the hardest part and I think this is where 
the soapbox type objection does come in when it shouldn’t. Now, again, there are many times 
that a soapbox type thing is going on, because a preacher just goes off on story-time or a 



preacher starts with a verse and does go off on a tangent that isn’t in the text of biblically based. 
But when it is biblically based, but seems to the listener to get away from the text too quick, the 
listener ought to, again, be slow to react and quick to listen. This demands that there is a humility 
on all sides with a desire to know the whole scope of the Word of God and what it speaks to for 
all of life.  
 Let’s go to the text. So Jesus has washed their feet. He then asks, “Do you understand 
what I have done to you?” They call Him Teacher and Lord, and they are right, He says. Since 
they are right on that then they need to understand how this action of Jesus applies to them, 
which is the whole reason why He washed their feet. Jesus says that since He is their Teacher and 
Lord, then they ought to wash each other’s feet, because He has given them an example to follow 
and do themselves, especially in light of the fact that He is leaving soon. So what they are 
supposed to do, it comes from Jesus being their Teacher and Lord. There are two things that we 
need to recognize here. 1) What does Teacher and Lord mean? and 2) What is the foundational 
meaning of what Jesus means when He talks about washing someone’s feet? These questions 
will be answered as we ask our second main question…   
 2) What is the foundation of this text that opens up the person and work of Jesus?  
 Jesus brings out the point that He is Teacher and Lord as His disciples have rightly said. 
He is the one whom they dropped everything for and followed. They sat under His teaching for 
three years, learning from Him every day. Seeing the resurrected Jesus, Mary calls Him, 
Rabboni, Teacher, which is a great display of how she so loved Him as she repeatedly sat at His 
feet to take in His words and learn from Him. He was the one who explained to His disciples 
what the parables meant as He sat with them away from all the crowds. Further, this position as 
Teacher coincides with His fulfilling the office of the true Prophet, because instead of saying, 
“Thus saith the Lord” like the old prophets did, He says, “Truly, truly, I say to you,” because it is 
His word that He speaks. And this goes with His role in redemption in obedience to His Father 
being sent from the Father to say what the Father told Him to say. He has a message to give and 
doctrine to teach.  
 Along with Teacher, Jesus is recognized rightly by His disciples as Lord. He is their 
Master, their Owner who has absolute rights over them. So in everything that the Master says to 
do, they ought to do it in obedience to His will. Since He has absolute rights, that means that He 
is their standard and reference point for all that they are to do. And when He is Lord, there is no 
other Lord. So they are to obey Him and no one else. They are to obey what He has commanded 
as the ultimate standard of any other earthly obedience. This is for their own good, which is truly 
understood only by the regenerate heart.   
 Jesus as Teacher and Lord ought to be central tenets of how we live life, which comes 
from what we truly believe about Jesus. If we truly believe that all knowledge and wisdom are 
hidden in Christ, because He is the original source of it being God Himself, then we are going to 
endeavor to learn from Christ. We are going to recognize that any other knowledge that we can 
gain about anything pales in comparison to the importance and beauty of the knowledge of 
Christ and His Word. This means that we will sit under His Word, which is to say that His Word, 
Scripture, is our final authority on everything as He, again, is our Teacher and Lord. In this, the 
combination of Jesus as Teacher and Lord magnifies the significance of how this ought to affect 
our lives. The crux of the Christian life revolves around knowledge and wisdom, because what 



we believe, knowledge, that is what affects how we live, which is wisdom. So if we are growing 
in the grace and knowledge of Christ then our lives should increase in biblical wisdom and not 
man-made wisdom, which man’s wisdom is really just folly. And that is to live under the 
Lordship of Jesus. So Jesus as Teacher and Lord should be an active part of our life.  
 To get more specific, this means that we don’t run to news outlets for the teaching of 
knowledge and wisdom. We don’t run to the traditions or figures who take on unbiblical 
authoritative positions in the church for the teaching of knowledge and wisdom. We don’t run to 
the elites of the day or the political authorities for the teaching of knowledge and wisdom. We 
don’t run to these outlets for answers to creation, to sexuality and the personhood of male and 
female, to economics, to law, to civil rights, race, and education, to medicine, science, and 
climate change, to marriage and the home, or even to church and theology. We go to the very 
source of those things. And everything that we hear from man is subservient to the truth of Jesus 
and is filtered through that truth in examination of what should be listened to and what shouldn’t 
be. Jesus must be our Teacher and in everything we learn we should endeavor to be in alignment 
with what He has taught with consistency. We do this, because He is our Lord. He does not share 
Lordship with anyone else. He has strict exclusive rights over my life, because He has freed me 
and following Him according to His way is freedom. This is where the church must examine 
itself regarding Jesus as Teacher and Lord. Repentance from distortion and compromise will 
show if He really is our Teacher and Lord as time goes on. If we are learning from Him then we 
will be reforming according to the Word, which, as the Spirit works, shows that we are being 
conformed to the image of Christ. If we are obeying Him then we will always be going against 
the grain of the world as those who are of the world follow the will of their master. Given the 
current climate of our day, this Teacher and Lord issue ought to take on real meaning if we are 
going to know how to live. 
 From here we have to reiterate what the foundational meaning is of what Jesus means 
when He talks about washing someone’s feet. First, this example of washing someone’s feet isn’t 
a literal ordinance and mandate for the Christian to observe like it is an additional sacrament of 
the church as some have made it out to be. Secondly, Jesus says that Peter is already clean, so the 
washing of his feet is not about his salvation and the forgiveness of sin. On this point as well, if 
the disciples, and Christians in general, are to wash people’s feet, whether figuratively or 
literally, then this, again, can’t refer to the forgiveness of sin, because man can’t forgive sin. 
Thirdly, washing signifies a cleansing, which, again, we know is not a salvation cleansing, and 
feet signifies the way of life, how you walk. This is directly addressing the issue of 
sanctification. What is sanctification again? Sanctification in general terms means to be set apart 
for holy purposes and to be purified or cleansed from all our unholiness and unrighteousness 
solely on the basis of the pure holiness and righteousness of Christ alone. Now, if you remember, 
this section isn’t talking about Positional Sanctification, because Peter has already been made 
clean. This is talking about Progressive Sanctification. So more specifically, Progressive 
Sanctification is the work of God within us to grow us, refine us, and conform us after we have 
already been brought to life, saved, and given eternal life. Central to this sanctification is the 
ministry of the Word of God used by God to accomplish sanctification within those people who 
are His. That is the main means of grace in sanctification.  



 3) Given this, how then does Jesus apply this to His disciples? That is our third main 
question.  
 To start with, this ministry of the Word is either directly from God through His Word as 
someone reads, studies, and reflects on Scripture directly where the Spirit gives and fuels a 
growing understanding of what God has said and how it applies to life or it has an additional 
layer where that ministry of the Word comes through someone else to the believer being 
sanctified whether it is sitting under the faithful preaching of the Word or reading faithful 
literature about God’s Word or in a one on one or group setting of discussion or learning or other 
like situations. Here it is both where the Word Himself is one on one ministering to His disciples 
as an example. His example is serving one another with a core emphasis on what they need to 
feed upon for their spiritual health, which is the healthy doctrine that comes straight from God in 
His Word. Here we ought to be reminded how important the study of sound doctrine is, to be 
washed with the Word, the Word of Christ, because, for example, the more we know what 
sanctification is and the more we learn the content of what God has said then the more we will 
see this sanctification actually happening to us as we live our Christian life. And this needs to 
happen within the body of Christ one to another however large or small that radius of interaction 
is. It is Christian serving Christian the Word, so that there is a washing of the feet, of the way of 
life happening all throughout the church. That’s what Jesus is calling them to. In this, they (and 
we) must recognize that there is no one greater than the other. We ought to be serving one 
another in honesty and humility while never thinking that any type of service is beneath us like 
we are too good for it or we are better than anyone else. This love for each other’s greatest need 
and loving each other in genuine affection ought to fuel every type of service, not just the 
specific ministry of the Word. All practical service needs to come from His Word, but there are 
so many ways to serve each other that flow from that grounding. This life of service will come 
and grow as God sanctifies us by His Word.  
 This endeavor to serve each other in whatever capacity that is founded upon the truth of 
God should come from the mentality that it is only by grace that we can do this. Jesus anchors 
them in this. If you notice in this passage that these “oughts” and “shoulds” are not commands. 
Verse 14, “you also ought to wash one another’s feet.” Verse 15, “you also should do just as I 
have done to you.” Yet these are not suggestions that may not happen, because recognize at the 
same time that He sends His messengers to follow His example (verse 20). That will happen. 
And these are those that He has chosen (verse 18). So those He has chosen, He sends out to wash 
the feet of others. This is what He is prepping them for here. And He will send them out and go 
with them by the Spirit. This faithfulness of God’s grace within His people bringing them to 
action is all over Scripture. He will achieve this though their action and their sanctification isn’t a 
perfection this side of heaven, which is all a part of His sovereign plan anyway. One reason why 
it is imperfection is, so that we can see the progressive work done by God in us as He brings 
glory to Himself in showing off His gracious work of preservation and refinement. That’s why 
God has set up Christian fellowship within His body, the church, as a means to wash our feet, our 
way of life. 
 Now, given all that has been said… 
 4) What are the specific issues to be aware of for us today as we zero back in on the 
implications of Jesus as Teacher and Lord and our need to have our way of life washed? 



 Salvation and the gospel: In our day, we don’t want clarity on salvation and the gospel, 
because it may cause too much division or it may offend people. In our day, the way to reach 
unbelievers is through an attempt to be clever with marketing schemes and to build seeker-
sensitive methods that go with what works all the while many of these are founded upon a 
distorted and false gospel. In our day, we have been covered up so much by our individualistic 
society and our inclusive push that we have lost a grasp on the nature of man and the nature of 
God, which will automatically change salvation and the gospel. All of these issues do not show 
that Jesus is our Teacher and Lord. Turning from this there ought to be evidence of growing 
obedience to our Teacher and Lord according to what He has said.   
 The uses of the law and the gospel: In our day, any discussion about the necessity of 
God’s law governing our justice system and the criminal laws of our land is said to be either 
unnecessary, because that is too earthly, or too extreme, because we shouldn’t expect unbelievers 
to adhere to Christian values, or too legalistically-minded, because we should just “stick to the 
gospel.” In our day, we think the law really has no part in evangelism. In our day, we think the 
use of the gospel is just to get people saved and that’s it. In our day, the majority of Christians 
cannot go through the uses of the law and the gospel and how each use is related to the next and 
what order or context we need to view them in. All of these issues do not show that Jesus is our 
Teacher and Lord. Turning from this, there ought to be evidence of growing obedience to our 
Teacher and Lord according to what He has said.   
 Response to the government: In our day, gradually over time we’ve gotten so accustomed 
to thinking that the government is the one to shepherd our lives for our good with their health 
care, their schools, their licenses, their surveillance. In our day, we increasingly look to the 
government for answers in how to live, in what to do. In our day, we think the government is in 
the land of the secular, which is apart from the Lordship of Jesus, so given that, we think we 
need to obey them no matter what. In our day, we can’t criticize the government when it is acting 
unjustly, because that is supposedly not our place. In our day, we think that any person in 
authority is not delegated by God, especially when they are unbeliever, because we think God 
would never do that. All of these issues do not show that Jesus is our Teacher and Lord. Turning 
from this, there ought to be evidence of growing obedience to our Teacher and Lord according to 
what He has said.   
 Our witness within the public square: In our day, if our witness doesn’t fit into the nice, 
calm, non-confrontational box or if it isn’t the typical cliche “evangelism” then it’s wrong. In our 
day, we think that there is and can be a neutrality in the public square and that’s what we ought to 
work for, because the redefinition of church and state says that your Christian faith cannot 
influence public areas and we buy into that. In our day, we bow down to the wicked rulings of 
judges and keep quiet about major issues. In our day, we make the Great Commission to be what 
it is not. All of these issues do not show that Jesus is our Teacher and Lord. Turning from this, 
there ought to be evidence of growing obedience to our Teacher and Lord according to what He 
has said.   
 Recognizing and fighting against social evils: In our day, we are told to just preach the 
gospel. In our day, we are told that the Lord is coming soon to rapture His church, so there’s no 
need to try and change society. In our day, any focus on recognizing and fighting against social 
evils is too works-based. In our day, the god of this world is more sovereign than God. In our 



day, we think it is always supposed to be bad and get worse, because that’s the way we think the 
trajectory of history goes, so we sit by while it happens. In our day, working for the generations 
to come is unnecessary, because the world is going to hell in a hand basket anyway, those 
generations won’t be around. In our day, if we do fight against social evils then we think we 
should be pragmatic about it in using whatever methods work the best. In our day, we have no 
connection to the increase of social evils being the judgment of God as He is always active in 
giving out justice or mercy. All of these issues do not show that Jesus is our Teacher and Lord. 
Turning from this, there ought to be evidence of growing obedience to our Teacher and Lord 
according to what He has said.   
 Love and truth: In our day, love means that we accept everyone’s subjective way of life. 
In our day, love means to go along with the unbelieving way of life, because we are supposed to 
believe that that way is true too. In our day, we think love means, thou shalt be nice. In our day, 
truth is up to you as you live your truth while I live mine. In our day, truth is moldable like clay 
no matter what part of society the issue is in. In our day, truth is not objective, but is determined 
by our feelings and reason. All of these issues do not show that Jesus is our Teacher and Lord. 
Turning from this, there ought to be evidence of growing obedience to our Teacher and Lord 
according to what He has said.   
 The nature of the church: In our day, church is just a secondary priority, if that. In our 
day, church can exist anywhere like if it is regularly online, if it is regularly without accountable 
leadership, and if it is guided by your feelings. In our day, church membership just consists of 
being on a list, showing up once in a while, maybe once a month, and maybe giving money once 
in a while. In our day, church can be disordered with people barking, shaking, or yelling their 
opinions in some unrecognizable sounds. In our day, church can be structured around programs 
and entertainment instead of sound preaching. All of these issues do not show that Jesus is our 
Teacher and Lord. Turning from this, there ought to be evidence of growing obedience to our 
Teacher and Lord according to what He has said.   
 So living under Jesus as Teacher and Lord will bring us to wash each other’s feet, 
because we learn as we follow Him. This is ultimately and should always be rooted in the 
ministry of the Word as we see the Word Himself ministering here. We learn that this is the life 
that glorifies Him. We serve one another in these capacities governed by Christ recognizing that 
it is grace by alone that we can do this. What more should we want in this life, but to be more 
like Christ, live more like Christ, and love more like Christ rooted in the truth that comes from 
Him. We must pray that that be true of us and we must be active in the means of grace, His 
Word, that God has provided for our sanctification and our service to one another.  
 I’ll leave you with this to summarize. What’s the point of washing feet? It is to clean the 
dirt off of them. What’s the point of the washing of sanctification by the Word? It is to clean the 
dirt off of how we live, so that the way we walk in this life ought to reflect more the cleanliness 
of our Teacher and Lord as we travel following Him on paths of righteousness for His name’s 
sake. 


