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Questions about forgiveness

0 Do | have to forgive?
o Who do | forgive?

o When do | forgive?
0o How do | forgive?



Do | have to forgive?

0 Does the Bible command us to forgive?
= Matthew 6:9-25
= Matthew 18:15-22ff
= Luke 17:3-4
= Ephesians 4:32



—!
Matthew 6:9-25

o 9"This, then, is how you should pray:
" 'Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
0your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
L1Give us today our daily bread.
12Forgive us our debts,
as we also have forglven our debtors.
13And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.

O 14For if you forgive men when they sin against yowgwr
heavenly Father will also forgive yod>But if you do not
forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgevyour
sins.




—!
Matthew 18:15-22ff

13'If your brother sins against you, go and show himfault, just between the two of
you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother ov&But if he will not
listen, take one or two others along, so that \exw@atter may be established by
the testimony of two or three witnessédlf he refuses to listen to them, tell it to
the church; and if he refuses to listen even tacthech, treat him as you would a
pagan or a tax collectoi®’l tell you the truth, whatever you bind on eartifi ae
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on ealtthe&vioosed in heaven.

19'Again, | tell you that if two of you on earth agrabout anything you ask for, it will
be done for you by my Father in heav®kor where two or three come together
iIn my name, there am | with them."

2IThen Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how mémes shall | forgive my
brother when he sins against me? Up to seven timies?

22Jesus answered, "l tell you, not seven times, bexenty-seven times.

0 What does Peter’s question tell us about Matthed/38
o Why are verses 19-20 in the middle of this passage?



—!
Luke 17:3-4

0 1Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause
people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that
person through whom they comtt.would be better
for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone
tied around his neck than for him to cause one of
these little ones to sidSo watch yourselves. "If
your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents,
forgive him. 4If he sins against you seven times in
a day, and seven times comes back to you and says,
'l repent,’ forgive him." >The apostles said to the
Lord, "Increase our faith!"




—!
Ephesians 4:32

0 2°Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is helpful for building otker
up according to their needs, that it may benefis¢gh
who listen.3%And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption3iGet rid of all bitterness, rage and
anger, brawling and slander, along with every form
of malice.3?Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ @o
forgave you.




—!

What have you been forgiven?

O The basis of both our ability and our requirement t
forgive is the forgiveness we have received.

Without having that forgiveness, we are unableotgifre
If we are unable to forgive, we do not have forgiveness.
Matthew 6:14,15

Matthew 18:23-35

1 John 2

Luke 6:37 (ff)

Is our salvation conditional on our ability to forg?

Are you truly aware of the debt that you have been
forgiven?




—!
Luke 6:37-42

o 3™Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do nohdemn, and you
will not be condemned-orgive, and you will be forgiverf®Give, and it
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed dahaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap. Forlwihe measure you use,
it will be measured to you.®°He also told them this parable: "Can a blind
man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall iat@it?4°A student is not
abO\I/qe his teacher, but everyone who is fully traindl be like his
teacher.

o “"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in yowther's eye and pay
no attention to the plank in your own eyéaow can you say to your
brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out ofryeye,’ when you
yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? Ygpocrite, first take
the plank out of your eye, and then you will sesadly to remove the
speck from your brother's eye.




—!
1 John 2:1-10ff

My dear children, | write this to you so that youlwot sin. But if anybody does sin,
we have one who speaks to the Father in our defedssus Christ, the Righteous
One.?He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and mdy dor ours but also for the
sins of the whole world.

3We know that we have come to know him if we obesydimmands'The man who
says, "I know him," but does not do what he commsasa liar, and the truth is
not in him.>But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is trulgda complete in
him. This is how we know we are in hifWhoever claims to live in him must
walk as Jesus did.

Dear friends, | am not writing you a new commantiduold one, which you have
had since the beginning. This old command is thesamge you have heafYet |
am writing you a new command; its truth is seehiim and you, because the
darkness is passing and the true light is alrehuohyrsy.

SAnyone who claims to be in the light but hates histher is still in the darkness.
10wWhoever loves his brother lives in the light, arttete is nothing in him to
make him stumble!!But whoever hates his brother is in the darknesddamalks
around in the darkness; he does not know where sgoing, because the
darkness has blinded him.




—!
Matthew 18:22-35

23'Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a kingpwimnted to settle accounts with his
servants??As he began the settlement, a man who owed hirthtersand talents was
brought to him?®Since he was not able to pay, the master ordesghéhand his wife and
his children and all that he had be sold to repaydebt.

26'The servant fell on his knees before him. '‘Bequdtwith me,' he begged, 'and | will pay back
everything.?’The servant's master took pity on him, cancelediéi¢ and let him go.

28'But when that servant went out, he found one sffliow servants who owed him a hundred
genariing grabbed him and began to choke hiny.tbiaak what you owe me!' he
emanded.

29"Hi:z;) felll<ow servant fell to his knees and beggeau HBe patient with me, and | will pay you
ack.'

30'But he refused. Instead, he went off and had tae thrown into prison until he could pay the
debt.3'\When the other servants saw what had happenedwireygreatly distressed and
went and told their master everything that had bapd.

32'Then the master called the servant in. 'You wickedant,' he said, 'l canceled all that debt of
yours because you begged me*#8houldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant
just as | had on you%iIn anger his master turned him over to the jatlerse tortured, until
he should pay back all he owed.

3%'This is how my heavenly Father will treat each gbu unless you forgive your brother from
your heart."




—!
Luke 7:36-48

36Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to haveedinith him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and
reclined at the tablé’When a woman who had lived a sinful life in thatitolearned that Jesus was
eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought aastdabjar of perfumé8and as she stood behind him at
his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet witthtders. Then she wiped them with her hair, kiskednt
and poured perfume on ther#®When the Pharisee who had invited him saw thisaig to himself, "If
this man were a prophet, he would know who is toyghim and what kind of woman she is—that she is
a sinner."

40Jesus answered him, "Simon, | have something ltgdal”

"Tell me, teacher," he said.

4I"Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. Qvedchim five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
42Neither of them had the money to pay him back,esodnceled the debts of both. Now which of them
will love him more?"

43Simon replied, "l suppose the one who had the biggbt canceled."
"You have judged correctly," Jesus said.

44Then he turned toward the woman and said to Sifiiamyou see this woman? | came into your house. You
did not give me any water for my feet, but she mgtfeet with her tears and wiped them with her.hair
4SYou did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from time | entered, has not stopped kissing my feet.
46You did not put oil on my head, but she has poperdume on my feet/Therefore, | tell you, her
many sins have been forgiven—for she loved mucht Ba who has been forgiven little loves little."

48Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."
49The other guests began to say among themselvesy I8\this who even forgives sins?"
50Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved goun peace."
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Replace a word...

“I can’t forgive himfor that!”
“I'll forgive himwhen he is truly sorry”
“I'll forgive himwhen I'm good and ready.”

L]
L]
L]
0 “There are some times you just caotgive.”



Discussion




