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OT Usage—The “tsadaq” word family

NT Usage—The “dika” word family

In both cases, two English word families

are employed to translate these words:

“right”, “righteous”, “righteousness” &

“just”, “justify”, “justification”, “judgment”
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God’s ultimate purpose demands such
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The Moral Makeup of Man

Man has a moral “self-knowledge” called

“conscience”

Man has a moral “other-knowledge” called

“judgment”

These bring about “approval” or “condemn-

Ation” of either oneself or others
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The Moral Makeup of Man

We inhabit a moral Universe, populated by

moral beings, i.e. men and angels

What’s the difference between Morality 

and Ethics?
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Paul’s Argument for the need of man’s 

Justification by God

God’s “wrath” is revealed from heaven to-

wards man’s “unrighteousness”, Rom. 1:18

God is a moral Being w/an ethical standard

Man is culpable, for he knows better than 

to pervert the knowledge of His Creator, 

Rom. 1:19-23
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Paul’s Argument for the need of man’s 

Justification by God

He is given over to perverted behavior, 

Rom. 1:24-32

Man is condemned by:

His own system of ethics, Rom. 2:1-16

God’s system of ethics, Rom. 2:17-3:8
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Paul’s Argument for the need of man’s 

Justification by God

This culminates in God’s universal con-

demnation of sinful man because of man’s

universal guilt—Rom. 3:9-20
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Paul’s Conclusion:

Man is universally sinful and under God’s

sentence of death

Man is universally unable to justify himself

God’s “ethic” (Law) is never an instrument 

of justification—it universally condemns 
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Paul’s Conclusion:

The wrath of God revealed, while presently 

delayed, will one day be experienced in a 

future “day of wrath” (Rom. 2:5-6, 16)

See man’s critical need of Justification, is 

coupled with his utter inability to effect it!


