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Nehemiah 4:1-12 
 
Previously we established from Nehemiah chapter 2 that the enemies of God, his kingdom, 
congregations, and children, are “grieved…exceedingly” (2:10) when God’s children work to 
reoccupy and rebuild their congregations within their nations. Those enemies attempt to use the 
threat of the civil government to cause God’s children to fear and to stop working (2:19). But 
God’s children must respond to their enemies by proclaiming: 1. Who God is and what God will 
do. 2. Who we are and what we will do. 3. Who our enemies are and what their relationship is to 
us, God, and the kingdom of God and Heaven (2:20). 
 

Nehemiah 2:20  Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will 
prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, 
nor memorial, in Jerusalem. 

 
LOVE ENEMIES: First let us address something important regarding the treatment of the 
enemies of God. We know that Jesus Christ commanded God’s children to love their enemies. 
How do we apply the command of Jesus Christ to the response of Nehemiah to his enemies and 
its application to us? 
 
Here are the commands of Jesus Christ regarding loving our enemies: 
 

Matthew 5:43-45  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and 
hate thine enemy.  44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you;  45  That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
 
Luke 6:27-28  But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them 
which hate you,  28  Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you. 
 
Luke 6:35-36  But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing 
again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind 
unto the unthankful and to the evil.  36  Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful. 

 
The commands of Jesus Christ do not state: “give into your enemies” or “agree with your 
enemies” or “praise your enemies” or “do not defend yourself when attacked by your enemies”. 
No, the commands tell us to respond with love (agapao), blessing, good, prayer, and mercy. 
Why? 
 

Galatians 5:14  For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. 

 
FULFILL LAW: We have the law of God written in “fleshy tables of the heart” (2 Corinthians 
3:3) and that law is summed up in “one word”: “love”. Our enemies are still our neighbors in this 
world. Blessing, good, prayer, and mercy proceed from our love for our neighbor. We fulfill the 
law written on our hearts when we do those things.  
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RESIST ENEMIES: But to obey “love ye your enemies” we must understand that “love” does 
not mean allowing our enemies to continue to do evil against us or others. We must resist them.  
 

James 4:4-7  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God.  5  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to 
envy?  6  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 
unto the humble.  7  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 

 
Resisting our enemies is loving our neighbors. It is what is best for God’s kingdom, God’s 
congregations, God’s people, and the nations in which God’s people live. When we speak “the 
truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15); when we “arise and build” (Nehemiah 2:20); when we stand 
upon “the foundation of the apostles and prophets” (Ephesians 2:20), we are reminding our 
enemies of and returning them to God’s rule, of God’s law, of God’s grace. We are showing our 
neighbors what is good. We are overcoming. 
 

Romans 12:17-21  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all 
men.  18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.  19  Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay, saith the Lord.  20  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  21  Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 

 
Like Nehemiah, this way of loving our enemies and neighbors causes us to be courageous 
because in doing so we “obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29) and know “If God be for us, who 
can be against us?” (Romans 8:31).  
 

Isaiah 51:7  Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my 
law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. 

 
1  But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was 
wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews.  2  And he spake before 
his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will 
they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will 
they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned?  3  Now 
Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox 
go up, he shall even break down their stone wall.   
 
Here, the enemies of God’s people angrily and indignantly mock them because they did not give 
into their enemies’ previous threats. They resisted and continue to work. Their enemies call 
them feeble and criticize what they are building as weak. But implied in these verses is their 
enemies’ preparations for war. Nehemiah’s response? Not verbal or physical violence, but 
prayer. How often God’s people forget to pray in preparation before their enemies! 
 
4  Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own 
head, and give them for a prey in the land of captivity:  5  And cover not their 
iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before thee: for they have 
provoked thee to anger before the builders.   
 

Psalms 121:2  My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth. 
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PRAY FIRST: Nehemiah turned to a source of true help. Not the king, not his countrymen, but 
God. Nehemiah does not pray for his enemies’ eternal salvation, nor does scripture record that 
he responds to his enemies at all. Instead, he prays that their words would be turned upon them, 
that they would be taken captive, that their sin would be exposed. Why? Because they had 
provoked God and God’s people to anger by calling “evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). 
Nehemiah is asking God to take vengeance according to God’s own word, for “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19). We must turn to God first for help. 
 
6  So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: 
for the people had a mind to work.   
 
CONTINUE WORKING: God’s people, asking God for protection, and depending upon God 
for success, continue to rebuild and make progress even in the midst of the mocking of their 
enemies and as their enemies prepare to go to war against them. They do not fear. They work. 
They have their priorities correct in that they seek the kingdom first, trusting that everything 
else will be cared for by God. We must fearlessly and tirelessly continue in the work that God has 
given unto us. 
 

1 John 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 

 
7  But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the 
Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, 
and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth,  8  And 
conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to 
hinder it.   
 
Seeing that the people of God continued their work and completed the joining of the walls and 
stopping of the breaches, their enemies were angered further and gathered together to attack 
them and to stop them from continuing in the work. It was envy and fear that drove them.  
 
9  Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them 
day and night, because of them.   
 

Psalms 18:3  I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved 
from mine enemies. 

 
WATCH: Did Nehemiah and the Jews waste their time or breath by responding to their 
enemies? No. They prayed first, watched second, and continued to work. What were they 
watching for? They were watching “day and night” for their enemies’ attacks. They were 
watching to gather intelligence about the communications and movements of their enemies in 
preparation for their attacks. Jesus Christ gave us a general command to watch. We watch for 
his return while watching for the attempts of our enemies to attack the kingdom, congregations, 
and people of God. 
 

Mark 13:37  And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 
 

1 Corinthians 16:13  Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:6  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be 
sober. 
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10  And Judah said, The strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is 
much rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall.   
 
CLEAR GARBAGE: God’s people become weary physically, mentally, and spiritually when 
they are working day in and day out to reoccupy and rebuild their congregations within the 
nations. Their work is made much more difficult by two factors: 1. The threat of attack by their 
enemies causing them to constantly be on their guard (“watch against them”) while working and 
2. The garbage (“rubbish”) that they must navigate around while working. The garbage makes 
the work difficult and dangerous. Judah’s “rubbish” was the physical remains after the 
destruction of the walls and gates of Jerusalem. Our “rubbish” is the mental and spiritual 
remains of false doctrines and false practices. Whether physical, mental, or spiritual, it must be 
cleaned up for the work to continue. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every 
man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.  11  For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12  Now if any man build upon this foundation 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;  13  Every man's work shall be 
made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.  14  If any man's work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  15  If any man's work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 
 
Jude 1:3  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 

 
When the garbage of false doctrine and false practice has been cleared, God’s people can see 
their enemies much clearer. When the garbage remains in the congregations of God, the 
enemies of God are more easily hidden. 
 
11  And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the 
midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease.   
 
BEWARE FRIENDS: This was enemy intelligence gathered by the Jews outside of Jerusalem, 
delivered to Nehemiah and those who were working at reoccupying and rebuilding the city. The 
intelligence from those outside of the congregations of God, who claim allegiance to the 
kingdom of God, but are not working to reoccupy and rebuild those congregations, must be 
cautiously considered.  
 
12  And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said 
unto us ten times, From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon 
you. 
 
These Jews were fearful for those doing the work in Jerusalem, but also for themselves, for if the 
enemies of the Jews were to battle against Jerusalem, all the Jews living in those lands might be 
impacted. They repeated themselves consistently with an eye toward saving themselves, 
maintaining their comfort in the lands, rather than choosing God’s kingdom and congregation 
first. We must be aware of deceived friends with seemingly good intentions. 
 

1 Peter 5:8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 


