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Acts of the Apostles 
An Introduction and Overview 

Introduction 

Author: Luke, historian and the apostle Paul’s travel companion and personal physician. 

“But going ahead to the ship, we set sail for Assos” (Acts 20:13).  

“Luke the beloved physician greets you” (Colossians 4:14). 

Date:  

Paul was “proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and 
without hindrance” (Acts 28:31). 

Acts ends with Paul’s unfettered freedom to preach the gospel in Rome.  

It is likely that Acts was written sometime between 62 and 64 A.D. 

Purpose:  

“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished 
among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have 
delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to 
write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the 
things you have been taught” (Luke 1:1-4). 

“In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when 
he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen” (Acts 1:1-2). 

Luke addresses his gospel to “most excellent Theophilus”  

Luke writes to Theophilus to give him “certainty” regarding the things he had previously been taught. 

“I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach”  

Luke again addresses his second volume, Acts, to Theophilus in order to fulfill the mandate Jesus gave His 
disciples in the Great Commission: 

“Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:44-45; cp Peter’s sermon in Acts 2). 



2 
 

Jesus “said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-48). 

“You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay 
in the city until you are clothed with power from on high" (Luke 24:48-49). 

“And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise 
of the Father, which, he said, ‘you heard from me;  for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now’" (Acts 1:4-5). 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth" (Acts 1:8). 

Luke’s purpose in writing Acts is more as an historian than a theologian.  

That is not to say that there is no theology in this historical book. Rich theology emerges from the many 
speeches that Luke records. 

Luke was not an historian in the strict sense. 

Acts is unique as the only historical account of the early church in the NT. 

Acts provides us with a crucial link between the Gospels and the NT Epistles. 

Acts provides us with a veritable treasure trove of early church history. 

The doctrines that emerge in Acts provide the necessary foundation for the epistles. 

7 Key Doctrines in Acts 

1. Evangelism  
2. Discipleship  
3. Christology  
4. Pneumatology  
5. Soteriology  
6. Ecclesiology  
7. Missiology  

The focal point of Jesus’ continuing ministry following His ascension is to bring the message of salvation 
to His people. 

The Advent, Power, and Work of the Holy Spirit – “the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4; Luke 24:48) 

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And 
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4). 
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The “promise” and “the gift of the Holy Spirit” in Salvation 

“Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself’" (Acts 2:37-39). 

The Holy Spirit filled the believers in Jerusalem at Pentecost resulting in the uncanny ability to speak in 
other languages (2:4, 11; 10:46; 19:6). 

The Holy Spirit was poured out on the Samaritans, causing the wall of enmity that separated them from 
the Jews for generations to be torn down (8:14-17). 

The Promise and the Power of the Holy Spirit extends to the Gentiles. 

“While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the believers 
from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit 
was poured out even on the Gentiles” (Acts 10:44-45). 

“‘Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?’ And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 10:47-48). 

Finally, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples of John the Baptist indicating that they too are 
welcomed into the fellowship and communion of the saints (19:1-7). 

The book of Acts provides a history of the establishment of churches. 

The Gk word for “church” ekklesia is used 23 times in Acts –  

Acts takes us on all 3 missionary journeys of the apostle Paul and his companions. 

The foundation of every one of these churches:  

Jesus the Messiah has come; He is risen from the dead for the salvation of all who believe! 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ became the fundamental message of the NT church. 

Fellowship in the church depends on faith in Jesus Christ, repentance and forgiveness of sins, the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, and baptism (2:38-39). 

Church membership coalesces around 4 essentials (2:42):  

1) commitment to study the apostles teaching,  
2) attendance at corporate worship,  
3) participating in community service,  
4) partaking in Communion and prayer  
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The bond that unifies the church is the love of Christ expressed in love toward each other, specifically, in 
sharing all good things with those in need: 

“There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each 
as any had need” (Acts 4:34-35). 

Love for God and love for neighbor reached it pinnacle when the elimination of all needs was reached 
through the generosity and loving service of the saints. 

As the church grew, so did the practical needs of the growing number of people.  

“men of good repute, full of the Spirit and wisdom” were appointed as deacons to go out and serve those 
in need while the apostles devoted themselves “to prayer and the ministry of the word” (6:3-6). 

Elders were appointed to attend to the spiritual needs of the churches: 

“And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed 
them to the Lord in whom they had believed” (Acts 14:23). 

“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). 

 

 

 

 


