
Home Group Helps
2 Corinthians 9:1-15
The Graces of Giving

I. Arrangements for Giving (v.1-5) – For it is superfluous for me to write to you about this ministry to the
saints; 2 for I know your readiness, of which I boast about you to the Macedonians, namely, that Achaia
has been prepared since last year, and your zeal has stirred up most of them. 3 But I have sent the
brethren, in order that our boasting about you may not be made empty in this case, so that, as I was
saying, you may be prepared; 4 otherwise if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared,
we-- not to speak of you-- will be put to shame by this confidence. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge the
brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your previously promised bountiful
gift, so that the same would be ready as a bountiful gift and not affected by covetousness.

II. Absolutes in Giving (v.6-7) – 6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart,
not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

III. Advantages of Giving (v.8-15) – 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always
having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as it is written,
"HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER."
10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11 you will be enriched in everything for all
liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only
fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 13

Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to your confession of
the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all, 14 while they also, by
prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God
for His indescribable gift!

1. Launching Question(s):
● What might be an example when you have seen the principle said, “It is more blessed to give

than to receive” (Acts 20:35) in your life or the life of another?
2. Observation Question(s):

● Paul is concerned that the repentance and faith of the Corinthians be evidenced by their
generosity.

● What is the connection between Christian faith and Christian generosity?
3. Interpretation Question(s):

● Paul uses an agrarian illustration to describe a principle of giving in vs. 6, “He who sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”

● Explain what this means literally and as it relates to Christian charity.
● See: Pro. 3:9-10, 11:25, 19:17; Mal. 3:10 and Luke 6:38.
● Do these verses teach the same principle?
● Is God obligated to make you rich because you are charitable?

4. Reflection Question(s):
● In vs. 7, Paul says that “God loves a cheerful giver.”
● “Cheerful” translates hilaros, from which the English word hilarious is derived.
● How should a “cheerful” or “hilarious” giver behave?
● What should be their attitude toward their trials and tribulations knowing that God loves them and

will care for them?
5. Application Question(s):

● How can you experience the graces of giving this coming week?
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