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INTRODUCTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ said of Himself while He was here on earth (Matthew 20:28)

...the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for

many.

The apostle wrote of Jesus Christ, as you heard read a few minutes ago, that He

...made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant, coming in the likeness of men.

So, the very Word of God and Son of God, deserving of all honor in heaven and on earth, made

Himself a servant to serve.

He became a servant by becoming a man like us.  Retaining His divine nature, He also took to Himself

our human nature.  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  He was born a baby in Bethlehem

and was laid in a manger, because there was no room in the inn.  He grew up like we do, and lived a

man among us.

During His life, He served in many ways, but His ultimate act of service was when He laid down His

life, subjecting Himself to death, even the cruel death of being crucified, being nailed to the cross.  He

gave His life a ransom for many, to save us from sin and death and the devil and the wrath of God to

come.  He died there on the cross, and was buried.  Then, on the third day, being the first day of the

week, He rose again to life, because, being without any sin, death had no hold on Him.  After

appearing to His disciples many times over the course of 40 days, His service here on earth being

completed, He ascended through the clouds to take the throne of heaven.  There he reigns, no longer

humbled as a servant, but exalted as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Master over all other

masters.

Whenever the subject comes up of servants and masters, of how we are to conduct ourselves in this

life, when we find ourselves in the position of servant or master, the basis for all our thoughts is the

Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the great example of how to live as a servant, and how to live as a master.

And whether we are servant or master in this life, it is Jesus Christ we serve, and it is Jesus Christ who

is our master.

With that in mind, we turn our attention today to 1 Timothy chapter 6, where we receive from our

Lord His instruction on how a person is to live if he finds himself in the position of a servant.

TEXT

1 Timothy 6:1-2 Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of

all honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed. 2 And those who have

believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brethren, but rather serve them

because those who are benefited are believers [KJV faithful]  and beloved. Teach and exhort these

things.

BODY



I. How Instruction to Servants Applies to Us

A. The instructions in this place in the Bible pertain to bondservants or slaves

1. many people in the Roman Empire were such servants

2. the apostle describes them as being “under the yoke”

a) which is literally a description of beasts of burden, such as oxen

b) but is used to describe people in a condition of servitude, especially

involuntary servitude

B. In our place and time, when the congregation of Jesus Christ considers the bible’s

instructions regarding the behavior of servants, we are faced immediately with the

question:  How does that apply to me?

1. involuntary servitude has been illegal in this country for more than 150 years

2. we don’t have slavery in this country in these days

3. no one in this society is a bondservant per se

C. How, then, do we take these verses on servants?  The Lord’s command here to servants

is instructive to you any time you are faced with working under the orders of someone

else.

1. examples

a) when you are working under a boss, a supervisor

b) or even when in business for yourself

(1) the customer is paying you to do something for him

(2) so you are, in a sense, working for that paying customer

c) when you are in the military

d) when you are a child working for your parents

D. There are certainly differences between being a servant, and being an employee or

business owner

1. a servant normally is paid only in room and board, whereas an employee or a

business owner is paid in money, although room and board as part of the pay is

often part of the deal

2. a servant is required by law, enforced by corporal punishment, to work for his

master, whereas an employee or a business owner can choose for himself whether

to work for a certain person or to quit working for him and try to find work with

someone else

3. a servant normally is subject to his master’s will on the job and as to his family or

private life, whereas an employee or business owner is normally subject to the

will of the one paying him only on the job

E. Despite those differences, the situations of the paid worker and the servant are alike in

some essential features

1. although you get some compensation for your labor, the work you are doing is

directly for the benefit of someone else, not yourself

2. there is something you need or want, that you don’t have, so you are working at

what someone else wants done, so you can receive from that person what he has

that you need or want; the reason he is willing to pay you is that paying you will

get you to do what he wants done; his relationship with you is essentially this:

You are here to do what I want done.  So, although you are not forced to do it, and

have agreed to it willingly, yet you are working to do the will of someone else



II. The Operation You Are to Perform In Your Conscience

A. You are instructed to think a certain thought:  my master is worthy of all honor; the

person I work for is worthy of honor

B. You are instructed to assign value to the master, to make a reckoning as to what he is

worth; the person I work for is worth much honor

1. not reckoned by his character

2. not reckoned by how he treats you

3. not reckoned by his religion

4. reckoned by the fact that he is the master and you are the servant

C. You are to take the commandment “Honor thy father and thy mother” and recognize

that it assigns worth to anyone who is over your during this life

III. The Conduct That Renders All Honor

A. Of course counting or regarding the master as worthy of all honor compels us actually to

render or give that honor to the master

B. We do not speak disrespectfully about him

1. I’m sure this occurred to me this week because one of my sons and I overheard a

conversation where some employees were cursing their employers

2. of course the boss is not perfect

3. he might even be a wicked, vile person

4. but because he is the master, you do not defame him

C. We speak respectfully to him

1. addressing him by proper title

a) Mr., Mrs, Miss, Dr., etc

b) sir, ma’am, or whatever is culturally appropriate

2. answering any questions he asks us related to the job

3. not being argumentative

4. not “answering back”

D. We obey him

1. we show up on time, so that we are ready to work when he said we should be

2. we listen attentively when he speaks

3. we read what he writes down for us

4. we ask questions if we don’t understand

5. we follow the procedures he give us; not only do we do the things he wants done,

we do them the right way

E. We don’t steal from him

1. in order to get anything done, the master has to entrust the servant with his

money or tools or supplies or food

2. to render all honor to the master, the servant does not pilfer any of these things

for himself, but shows fidelity, trustworthiness

F. We do our best work for him

G. We honor all the terms of our contract with him



IV. How Giving Honor to Our Masters Relates to the Reputation of God and of the Gospel

A. The name of God is blasphemed in the world

1. sinful people do this all the time

2. if those claiming to believe in God do not honor their masters in this world, that

bad behavior is added to the reasons the world gives for its disregard for God

3. if Christians were to dishonor their masters, the name of God would be

blasphemed, would be spoken evil of

B. The doctrine we believe is blasphemed in the world

1. sinful people do this all the time

2. if those claiming to believe the gospel of Jesus Christ do not honor their masters

in this world, that bad behavior is added to the reasons the world gives for its

disregard for the gospel

3. if Christians were to dishonor their masters, the doctrines of the Gospel would be

blasphemed, would be spoken evil of

C. This being the case, we are given opportunity to prove the truth of what we believe

1. that God is there; that He is as the Bible describes Him

a) the being of God can be proven logically

b) the being of God can be assumed; arguments against His being can be

refuted

c) but here we are taught that a powerful way to prove the being of God, and

the truth of what the Bible says about him, is to give honor to your master

2. that the gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ is true

a) that Jesus Christ has died, been buried, and risen again is testified to by

many witnesses, whose testimony has been written down and preserved in

the Bible

b) the gospel is preached all over the world by thousands of men, and has

been for centuries

c) yet countless sinners still do not believe it

d) here we are taught that a powerful way to prove the truth of the gospel is to

give honor to your master

V. The Case of the Master Being a Christian

A. You could be tempted to despise him, to disrespect him because He is your fellow

Christian

B. But the right way to live is, that if your master is a fellow Christian, you serve him with

additional motivation, taking joy in the fact

1. that your service benefits not an unbeliever, but a believer

2. that your service benefits not someone of the world whom you love in general

because he is your fellow man, but whom you love in Jesus Christ because he is

your fellow disciple



CONCLUSION

The Bible’s instruction about servants honoring their masters applies to us in that it helps us know

how we should act any time we are working for someone else.

This instruction teaches us what to do in our conscience:  to think of the boss as someone worthy of

honor, according to the commandment to honor father and mother.

Giving honor to the master in our conscience, we then act upon that by actually giving him honor in

the way we speak to him and listen to him and obey him and do good, honest work for him.

We take this issue seriously because it relates to the glory to the name of God, and to the salvation of

sinners by faith in Jesus Christ according to the Bible’s doctrine.

We have special joy in living by this instruction when we see that our service brings benefit to those

we love because of our common faith in Jesus Christ.

It might not seem very religious.  It isn’t very exciting.  It certainly isn’t glamorous.  But one of the

best, most important ways to live as a Christian is to give all honor to the people you work for.  Then

pray “Thy kingdom come,” and trust that Jesus Christ, on the throne of heaven, will take your service

and use it to save sinners by the gospel, and to build up His congregation.
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I. Jesus Christ Humbled Himself to Be a Servant
A. Two places this is taught

1. Matthew 20:28  the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve
2. Philippians 2:7 [Christ Jesus] made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant

B. The infinite humbling of Himself that this entailed (reference to Philippians 2)
1. The Son of God, being in the form of God
2. made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant
3. illus

a) Before time began, He already was with God, and He was God; He is the second
person of the Divine Trinity:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

b) He was in heaven, above the earth
c) He was above the highest angels:  Gabriel does His bidding
d) He is above the cherubim:  they are the wheels of His throne
e) He is above the seraphim:  they fly around Him saying, “Holy, Holy Holy is the

Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!”
f) From that lofty place, above all else, the Son of God humbled Himself
g) As He humbled Himself, He made Himself low
h) To take the throne of the Roman Empire would have been infinite condescension,

but on His way down, the Son of God passed right by the throne of Augustus
Caesar--that was not low enough

i) To take the petty throne of Herod the Great would have been infinite
condenscension, but on His way down, the Son of God passed right by the
throne of Herod---that was not low enough



j) To preside over the Jewish sanhedrin would have been infinite condescension,
but on His way down, the Son of God passed right by the council---He was on his
way down to the very bottom

k) He took the form of a servant---He was paid for with 30 pieces of silver!
l) He took the form of a servant sent to die, and to die the most ignominious

death---the death of the cross
m) when we ponder this humbling of Himself from the throne of heaven to the death

of the cross, we marvel at Him, at our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the
suffering servant

C. When He had humbled Himself to be a servant, what service did He render?  He died on the
cross to give His life a ransom for many

1. this is the lowest service
2. this is the highest service

D. We, the disciples of Jesus Christ, are to be of the same mind with our Lord as to being a servant
- Philippians 2:5  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

1. Hear how He expressed this mindset through His apostle:  Philippians 2:3-4  Let nothing
be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
others better than himself.  (4)  Let each of you look out not only for his own interests,
but also for the interests of others.

2. Hear how He expressed this mindset personally:  Matthew 20:28  the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve

E. With the wondrous example of our Lord Jesus Christ before our eyes, we consider His
commands for us regarding how to conduct ourselves when we find ourselves in the place of
the servant

II. Seeing Jesus Christ As Both Servant and Lord Forms the Basis for Our Conduct As Servants and As
Masters

A. When we find ourselves servants, we may serve
1. as Christ served, with Him as our perfect model and example
2. unto Him as our true Master

III.
IV. In This Life, You May Find Yourself in the Place of the Servant

A. In this place and time, when the church of Jesus Christ considers the bible’s instructions
regarding the behavior of servants, we are faced immediately with the question:  How does that
apply to me?

1. we don’t have slavery in this country in these days
2. no one in this society is a servant per se

B. How do we take these verses on servants?  It seems to me the Lord’s command here applies
any time you are faced with working under the orders of someone else.

1. when you are working under a boss, a supervisor
2. or even when in business for yourself

a) the customer is paying you to do something for him
b) so you are, in a sense, working for that paying customer

C. There are certainly differences between being a servant, and being an employee or business
owner

1. a servant normally is paid only in room and board, whereas an employee or a business
owner is paid in money, although room and board as part of the pay is often part of the
deal



2. a servant is required by law, enforced by corporal punishment, to work for his master,
whereas an employee or a business owner can choose for himself whether to work for a
certain person or to quit working for him and try to find work with someone else

3. a servant normally is subject to his master’s will on the job and as to his family or private
life, whereas an employee or business owner is normally subject to the will of the one
paying him only on the job

D. Despite those differences, the situations of the paid worker and the servant are alike in some
essential features

1. although you get some compensation for your labor, the work you are doing is directly for
the benefit of someone else, not yourself

2. there is something you need or want, that you don’t have, so you are working at what
someone else wants done, so you can receive from that person what he has that you
need or want; the reason he is willing to pay you is that paying you will get you to do
what he wants done; his relationship with you is essentially this:  You are here to do what
I want done.  So, although you are not forced to do it, and have agreed to it willingly, yet
you are working to do the will of someone else

V. When You Find Yourself in the Place of the Servant, Base Your Conduct On Your Being a Servant of
Jesus Christ

A. He was willing to humble Himself and become a servant, and serve, so serve as He served
B. He is now your Lord in heaven, so serve your masters in this life as service to Christ

1. verse 5 as to Christ
2. verse 6 as bondservants of Christ
3. verse 7 as to the Lord, and not to men

VI.


