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9a  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to 
death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.  
 
The apostles were the last of what? 
 
Apostle: (Greek apos'tolos) a delegate; an ambassador of the Gospel; a commissioner of Christ 
with miraculous powers; messenger, he that is sent. 
 

Matthew 10:1-2a  And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them 
power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner 
of disease.  2a  Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; 
 

Luke 6:13  And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose 
twelve, whom also he named apostles; 

 
The twelve apostles were messengers carrying the gospel message by the miraculous power 
granted them by God through Jesus by the Holy Spirit. Other than Matthias (who replaced 
Judas Iscariot) and Paul there have been no apostles since the original twelve. Any man who is 
given or has taken the title of “apostle of Jesus Christ” is anti-Christ, because Jesus Christ 
himself elected all apostle to their office. They were the last of their kind and we are now in the 
“last days”, a.k.a. the post-apostolic days. 
 
9b  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: 
for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.  
 
Spectacle: (Greek theh'atron) a place for public show (“theatre”), general audience room, by 
implication a show itself. 
 
The messengers of God (the apostles) were as a theatrical production before the evil world, 
angels, and men to observe and enjoy. Consider the violent deaths of most of the apostles: 
 

• Peter: crucified. 

• Andrew: crucified. 

• James the Great: beheaded. 

• John: old age. 

• Philip: crucified. 

• Bartholomew: crucified. 

• Matthew: slain with a halberd. 

• Thomas: thrust through with a spear. 

• James the Less: beat with a fuller’s club. 

• Simon: crucified. 

• Jude: crucified. 

• Mattias: beheaded. 

• Paul: beheaded. 

 
10a  We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are 
strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.  
 

1 Corinthians 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned. 
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1 Corinthians 1:25a  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 
Those who proclaim the gospel in their words and actions should expect to be considered fools 
from the viewpoint of the world around them. To desire to be considered wise by the world is to 
fall into the same trap that the Corinthians had.  
 

1 Peter 4:14  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of 
glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he 
is glorified. 

 
10b  We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are 
strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.  
 

1 Corinthians 1:25b  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men. 

 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  10  Therefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 

 
What seems to be weakness in the gospel message and its messengers becomes strength through 
God. Those who believe that it is necessary to be strong in speech, in knowledge, in wisdom, or 
in presence in order to minister to others effectively are trusting in man (either self or others) 
rather than God as the Corinthians had. God will always overcome any weakness in his ministers 
and show himself strong for his name’s sake and his glory alone. 
 
10c We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; 
ye are honourable, but we are despised.  
 

Isaiah 53:3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

 
Jesus spoke the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican who went to pray (Luke 18:9-14). The 
Pharisee honored himself before God and was honored by the world. The Publican despised 
himself before God and was despised by the world. Yet God honored the prayer of the Publican 
and despised the prayer of the Pharisee.  
 

Isaiah 29:13  Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with 
their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far 
from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: 

 
God takes what seems to the physical world to be foolish, weak, and dishonorable and makes it 
wise, strong, and honorable in the spiritual world. All trials, tribulations, and temptations of 
God’s gospel ministers are used by God in this way to proclaim his wisdom, strength, and glory. 
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11  Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are 
buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; 12  And labour, working with our own 
hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: 13  Being defamed, 
we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all 
things unto this day.  
 
Why bless, suffer, and intreat? Because Jesus is the example. Jesus demonstrated for his 
apostles and those that would follow them the way that God turns earthly foolishness, weakness, 
and dishonor into heavenly wisdom, strength, and glory. 
 

1 Peter 2:19-24  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully.  20  For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye 
shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this 
is acceptable with God.  21  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  22  Who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:  23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously:  24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

 
14  I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.  
 

Colossians 1:28  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all 
wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 

 
Preaching, warning, and teaching have the single goal of preparing men to be complete in Jesus 
Christ. The apostles and those that would follow would never intend malice or shame in their 
message, but rather warning to bring about repentance. 
 
15a  For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many 
fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  
 

2 Timothy 4:3-4  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  4  And 
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

 
The world tells men that to understand something completely, knowledge must be gathered in 
from any and all sources before a decision can be made and an action can be taken. Many men 
seek to understand Jesus Christ by reading books and magazines, watching television and 
movies, and consulting with family and friends, rather than going directly to the source of truth, 
the written word of God and the messengers of that word, the apostles and the ministers that 
would follow them within the household of God. 
 

Ephesians 2:20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 

 
15b  For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: 
for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  
 

Matthew 23:9  And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, 
which is in heaven. 
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The same as applies to “instructors” applies to “fathers”. When men are elevated by men, God is 
lowered by men. The alignment to “instructors” and “fathers”, rather than to Jesus Christ, 
brings division in the congregations of God. 
 
Gill on Matthew 23:9: “Not but that children may, and should call their natural parents, fathers; and 
such who have been instrumental in the conversion of souls, may be rightly called by them their spiritual 
fathers; as servants and scholars also, may call those that are over them, and instruct them, their masters: 
our Lord does not mean, by any of these expressions, to set aside all names and titles, of natural and civil 
distinction among men, but only to reject all such names and titles, as are used to signify an 
authoritative power over men's consciences, in matters of faith and obedience; in which, 
God and Christ are only to be attended to. Christ's sense is, that he would have his disciples not 
fond of any titles of honour at all; and much less assume an authority over men, as if they were 
to depend on them, as the founders of the Christian religion, the authors of its doctrines 
and ordinances; and to take that honour to themselves, which did not belong to them; nor 
even choose to be called by such names, as would lead people to entertain too high an 
opinion of them, and take off of their dependence on God the Father, and himself…” 

 
15c  For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in 
Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.  
 

1 Peter 1:23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
 
1 Peter 1:25  But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which 
by the gospel is preached unto you. 
 

The gospel (the spoken word of God) does not save anyone, but it is the means by which God 
through Jesus Christ (the living word of God) by the Holy Ghost reveals the good news of Jesus 
Christ to those who are saved through gospel ministers preaching from the bible (the written 
word of God). The phrase “begotten you through the gospel” is not to be taken as an 
endorsement of “gospel regeneration” but in the context of Paul as a spiritual father to the 
Corinthians “in Christ Jesus”.  
 
Hawker on 1 Corinthians 4:15: “I would beg to say, that as regeneration is the sole work of God the 
Holy Ghost, it is not possible to reconcile it with common sense, how any act of a minister, 
can be considered as a co-worker, or a subordinate worker, in such an act, as re-creation. It 
is true, indeed, that faith is said to come by hearing; and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17). But 
hearing, implies life to hear, and when a soul, which was, before regeneration, dead in trespasses and sins, 
is brought into life; faith cometh by hearing, as a means of grace. But there is a mighty difference between 
hearing, and creating. And, as man hath no hand in the old creation; so neither in the new. The 
work itself is solely the Lord’s. It is the peculiar and special office of God the Holy Ghost. And is rife of 
Heaven’s wonders. And surely, none less than He, which brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, can be competent to bring from death, those who by nature, are dead in trespasses and sins…” 
 
16  Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.  
 
As a messenger (an apostle) of the gospel of Jesus Christ, to follow in the gospel ministry as 
foolish, weak, and despised in the theatre of the world, but blessing, suffering, and intreating 
through trials, tribulations, and temptations. Not honoring men or their titles above God, but 
glorifying God in word and deed. As Jesus Christ set the example for Paul, so Paul set the 
example for the Corinthians, and all others to follow God in Jesus Christ and in him alone. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 


