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KJV – Joshua 4:19-24 

 

“What mean these Stones?” 

Introduction: 

     Joshua chapter number four, the book of Joshua chapter number four. I’m going to read just a few 
short verses and I want to take my text from Joshua chapter number four starting in verse number 
nineteen.      

Joshua 4:19-24 

19 And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in 
the east border of Jericho.  

20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal.  

21 And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children. . . .  

     Let me just stop for a moment and say this friends, we better always keep the next generation in 
mind if we are going to preserve old time religion. The reason why your average church, the reason 
why your average independent fundamental Baptist Church of today is no longer thriving but 
barely surviving is because they are not interested in the next generation. I’m looking out across 
this audience here, and let me tell you friends; If God doesn’t raise up another generation there 
won’t be a Church here. If God doesn’t raise up the next generation, old time religion is going to be 
hurting because one by one they are crossing the silent river. 

     Think of all the great preachers that have traveled up and down this land and country that are no 
longer here, they are in Glory. Now I’ll tell you what you can do; You can gripe, complain, fuss and 
grumble, get cantankerous when you get old; Or you can get sweet and kind, work with the 
youngins’ and pray to God to raise up the next generation, to take up the hedge and stand in the gap 
to keep it going for the Glory of God. Now the choice is yours to make. 

     We have people of today that are cantankerous and bitter with that old critical spirit.  I had a lady 
one time tell me after service; I was a young preacher at the time and she said to me one night after 
preaching; “You’re a young whippier-snapper, what do you know, you’re still wet behind the ears.” I 
said honey, bless God, I’m wet all over. 

     Older people now a day’s make comments like; “You young people just don’t have what them old 
timers had.” Well I guess we’ll have to do until something better comes along, hey at least we’re 
trying. At least we are coming to the meetings; Hello! 
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     At least we are making an effort and an attempt to keep it going for the Glory of God! Now you 
can swell up, dry up and get mad, or you can get on board and pray to God to do it again. He said 
here in Joshua; your children, and we need to have the next generation in mind! 

Joshua 4:21 

21 And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to 
come, saying, What mean these stones?  

     That’s my text right there, the title of my message is, What mean these stones? 

     He said there’s going to come a generation that didn’t see the Red Sea. They didn’t see what God 
did in the wilderness; they didn’t see what God did by the River Jordan. They didn’t get to see these 
great things of God, and they’re not going to known about it if you don’t tell them. 

     As you pass along the way of life, if you’d set up these stones, a marker, set up a monument to the 
Glory of God. Set up something to the honor and the Glory of the LORD Jesus Christ, he said your 
children in time to come are going to see these stones. 

     And they’re going to ask you - What mean these stones? Now when they ask this – What mean 
these stones? It’s going to give you an opportunity, to rehearse in their ears what God has done for 
his people. What I love about this is what God has done, he will still do! What God has done in the 
past He can still do in the present.  

Joshua 4:22-23 

22 Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land.  

23 For the LORD your God. . . . Moses didn’t do it, Joshua didn’t do it, Aaron didn’t do it, and Caleb 
didn’t do it!  But God! 

Joshua 4:23-24 

23 For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone over:  

24 That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty: that ye might 
fear the LORD your God for ever. 

     From this text, I want to preach about two to three hours on the thought, What mean these 
stones? 

     He said Joshua there are a group of people coming up that’s going to come after you. They didn’t 
see what God did, they wasn’t there when God did what He did but when you set up these stones, 
when you erect these stones, set up a memorial, set up a monument to the Glory of God. It will give 
your children and opportunity to ask some questions, What mean these stones? Dad, what do all 
those rocks by that river break mean? And when they ask you these questions, it will give you an  
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opportunity to tell them; What God did before, He went and done it again and what God has done 
He can still do, and if we have enough faith in God, He will do! 

     I’m glad that along the journey there have been some things that God has done that man could 
not do and it is a monument to the Glory of God.  

     On this place, upon this hallowed spot people have been born into the family of God. Upon this 
twenty plus acres of ground, souls have been saved, people have been called into the ministry the 
Glory of God has came down, the Glory of God has fallen and the presence of God through the Holy 
Ghost has been manifested. 

     Wouldn’t it been wonderful if some of these young people would start to ask, Hey Pap-paw what 
means this building? What means these songs? What means this pulpit?  What mean these stones? 

      It would give you and me an opportunity to say to them; “I was there one time when Heaven came 
down, and Glory filled our souls. Son, I was there when power fell and this is a monument to the honor 
and the Glory of God.”   “That’s what this means!” 

     Our Children need to know that He is still God and He always will be God and that He can’t be 
nothing but God! Brother, I believe when our generation passes by some of these old time churches 
they see a monument to the Glory of God.  

     It says that one day a group of people, they didn’t have a whole lot of money but they had a whole 
lot of God. I said; they didn’t have a whole lot of money but they had a whole lot of God! 

     They got a burden one day for lost souls, they got a burden to see people saved, they started this 
church and God paid the bills, and God kept the lights on and the fire burning. People have been 
saved in this place, families have been rescued in this place, and lives have been changed in this 
place.  

     And when our children say Pap-paw what’s that pulpit mean, what’s that altar mean, what’s that 
church mean? It gives you and me an opportunity to tell them. I tell you what that means, son we 
had church in there, God moved in there! 

     I’m glad there are some monuments along the road, some stones in our lives where we can look 
back and see what God has done, and should tell our children what the LORD God has done and will 
continue to do if we honor Him! 

     I’m glad along the way there are some monuments that have been erected to the glory of God.  

- I didn’t get to hear Dwight Moody, I didn’t get to hear Jonathan Wesley, and I didn’t get to hear 
Billy Sunday or John R. Rice. 

- But I got to hear Maze Jackson, I got to hear Curtis Hudson, I got to hear Al Lacey and Billy 
Kelly, Harold Bond and Clavus Adkins. 

- I got to hear from the men who heard from them, and I’m glad they loved those old men of God 
enough to keep their memory alive. 
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     Just enough to wet my appetite, and there are people in churches today that never got to hear 
these old time men of God, but praise God by the power of God and the unction of the Holy Ghost, 
they can hear from you, and they can hear from you, and from me and from us; That the LORD Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever more. 

     You see these youngsters in here?  Take a look at them!  That’s why I want to keep the bills paid! 
That’s why I want to keep the lights on, so they can have a place to come to hear the songs of Zion, 
the teaching of the Scriptures and the preached Word in power and demonstration of the Holy 
Spirit.  

     I want to wet their appetite for old time Religion. I want them to know that there are still some 
folks left that believe in praising God. They believe in walking in the fear of God and the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost.  

I want them to know that everybody is not dead,  

- everybody has not turned their back on the King James Bible, 

- everybody has not gone liberal,  

- everybody has not gone the way of the world. 

     But, God’s got a group of people left in this world that is still clinging to the cross, and lifting high 
the blood stained banner! Let’s set some stones up and tell our children that this is what God has 
done! I can just see one of those young boys back in Israel, years later after the Jordan. Walk up to 
one of those Israelite men sitting upon those stones. And he walks up to him and he says: “Sir - 
What mean these stones?” 

     I can see that old man as he says, sit down right there boy and let me tell you what these stones 
mean. I believe looking at Israel from the time of bondage, to the Red Sea, through the Wilderness to 
the crossing over Jordan, I believe his answer would have been something like this: 

     Sir - What mean these stones? Boy let me tell you what they mean: 

1. They mean that God still answers prayer: 

     Son, we were down there in bondage, over 400 years in the land of Egypt. We couldn’t get 
ourselves out, it looked like we didn’t have any hope, and we didn’t have any future. But every 
morning, every noon and every evening, we got together as a family and we would pray. Daddy 
would pray and we would call on God, and we never give up praying. 

     Then one day one of our brothers named Moses on the back side of the desert. The power of God 
fell in that desert and God struck up a fire in a bush.  

- God spoke to Moses out of that bush, He said – “Moses take off your shoes for the ground 
you’re standing on is holy ground.” 

- God told Moses, for I have seen the affliction of my people, I know their sorrow and I have 
heard their cry. 
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- God said to Moses; for I am come down to deliver them. 

     Son let me tell you what them stones mean, they mean that God still answers prayer. Is there 
anyone in here right now that believes with all your heart that God still answers prayer? 

- He still answers. 

- He still saves. 

- He still heals. 

- He still delivers. 

     Because He is still a prayer hearing and a prayer answering God! Boy let me tell you, we couldn’t 
get out of Egypt to save our lives. But we prayed, and we prayed. And God heard, and God answered 
and God sent us a Moses, and we got out of there because God answers prayer. 

     I’m glad our God still answers prayer. Anybody here today, saved, you know it and are glad about 
it! Well guess what you are? You are a by-product of answered prayer.  

     Somebody prayed for you, somebody got a burden for you, somebody interceded to God for you 
and God heard. I’m glad these Stones mean - that God still answers prayer! 

     That young man probably said; Sir is that all? That old man said, said no son that ain’t all sit back 
down there a minute, we’ve only just begun: 

2. They mean that God saves by the blood of the LAMB: 

     Son, that’s what them stones mean. We were down there in Egypt; we had a yoke of bondage 
around us. It didn’t look like we were ever gonna’ get out. 

     Then along came Moses with that rod, with all kinds of judgments and all kinds of plagues came 
down on ole Pharaoh and the land of Egypt. 

     Son what amazes me about that whole thing, that some of those miracles and some of those 
plagues, Pharaoh’s magicians the devil’s crowd could duplicate. 

- May I remind you the Devil does have a counterfeit gospel. 

- He does have a counterfeit grace. 

- And He does have a counterfeit glory. 

     There are some things that the Devil can duplicate:  

     But Boy, there came that last one; one day Brother Moses came into the camp, and under his arm 
he had a lamb. 

- A male Lamb. 

- A spotless male Lamb. 
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     And he told the children of Israel “Choose Ye a Lamb.”On the tenth day take ye a lamb, keep it up 
until fourteenth day. That evening, kill it, and take the blood of that Lamb. Take the blood put it in a 
bowl, then take a hyssop brush, dip it in the blood and strike it on the door, upon the top, and both 
side post. 

- God said when “I see the Blood, I’ll pass over you.” 

     Son let me tell you something, them frogs, them lice and all them hail fire balls didn’t bother 
Pharaoh none. But son, that blood tore his nerves up because he couldn’t duplicate that blood. Let 
me tell you how we got out of darkness, out of sin and out of Egypt. It was because that Lamb’s 
blood was shed and applied.  

- God said when “I see the Blood, I’ll pass over you.” 

     Us older Christians need to be bold stand up and say over and over again. 

- That the precious blood of the LORD Jesus Christ is still Holy. 

- It is still divine, it is still pure. It has never lost its power. 

- And God still saves by the power of the blood! Glory! 

That’s what these stones mean. 

     Hey! . . . . Our children need to know that salvation is not in Church membership. 

- It’s not in ordinances of Baptism or the LORD’s Supper. 

- It’s not in sacraments or prayers to saints. 

     Someone asked me how I made, quickly I’ll say it. By the Blood of the LAMB, I made it through! 

     Let them tare it out of their songs books; Let them tare it out of their new translations. But they 
can’t tare it out of my heart. I’m glad today to know, that’s its still the blood, it always has been the 
blood and it always will be the blood. The blood is pure and holy and divine. God saves by the 
power of the blood! 

That’s what these stones mean. 

     Sir is that all?   “Oh no boy, sit back down there awhile!” What else do them stones mean? 

3. They mean that God separated the waters of despair: 

     Son, them stones mean that God made a way, when there was no other way. We came up out of 
Egypt, and we got to a dead end: 

- The Red Sea was to our front. 

- The Mountains of Purian were on one side. 
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- The Meridian Desert was on the other side.  

- The Egyptian Army was at our backs. 

     Here comes Pharaoh and his army, we were caught betwixt a rock and a hard place. We couldn’t 
go that way! That way! That way! Or that way! So let me tell you what happened; There was a God 
that way, He came our way, made us a way and we went His way! He made a way when there was 
no way! 

     If you here today, saved by the grace of God, then your whole life is a testimony that God did for 
you, what you could not do for yourself. 

     Try to explain the miracles of ole’ time Religion to people that don’t know anything about ole’ 
time Religion they cannot understand it. They’ll scratch their head and say “well I don’t know about 
all that.” Or better yet some of them just flat out say; “ain’t no way.” But I’m glad thank God, when 
there is no way, He will make a way! 

     I’m glad He still separates the waters of despair; I believe that old man said to that young boy. 
Son there’s going to come a time in your life, when you’re going to come up against something that 
you just can’t handle, a problem that you can’t solve, a load that you can’t carry, a burden that you 
can’t bear, you’ll have a storm that you can’t hardly survive! 

     But you remember this, when your backed to the Red Sea, with darkness all around you, standing 
somewhere in the shadows you’ll find Jesus. Aren’t you glad that He separates the waters of 
despair, because He’s God and He always will be God, because He can’t be nothing but God. 

     That’s what these stones mean. Sir is that all?   “No son, we’ve only just begun.” What else do they 
mean, Sir? 

4. They mean that God stopped our enemies: 

     Son, we got up out of Egypt but Egypt didn’t want to leave us along. We were getting away from 
them but they didn’t want to get away from us. They dogged our hides all the way the bank of the 
Red Sea.  

     But what I love about this text is this; the very same thing that brought deliverance to the 
children of God was the very same thing that brought destruction to the enemies of God. 

     God parted that water, God lead them out over on the other side;  
God held those waters at bay until every last one of them got out over on the other side. 

     Some of them were old and they may have had to walk slow; some of them were middle aged and 
they walked fast. Some of them were young kids and may be they ran a little. I do know this, there 
were so many of them, that some got across before some ever got started. Those that got across 
before the others got started, I believe they were on the other side saying, come on in, it’s ok, God 
will not fail. It’s better over here, come on youngins’, press on it won’t be very long. 
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     God waited until they all got over on the other side. Then Pharaoh’s army; I imagine they said, 
“Well if they Israelites can do it, we can do it to.” 

     I believe God said, “Bring it on,” and they tried it, God waited until they got in the middle. God 
pulled the plug and Pharaoh, the horses and all of the chariots and all of his armies drowned that 
day. Their bodies floated along the sea shore while God’s people stood on the sunny banks of sweet 
deliverance, and they began to sing a victory song. 

     I glad that the devil was defeated at Calvary, Jesus is LORD! And these stones mean that God 
stopped our enemies’ right dead in their tracks. Napoleon Bonaparte after the battle of Waterloo; 
inside of his command tent looked at his staff and pointed at that big red circle drawn around 
Waterloo and he said. “Boys if it wasn’t for a little red spot right there on the map, I’d be the ruler of 
the known world.”  You say Preacher, what’s that have to do with us? I’m glad you asked. 

     I believe ever once in a while the old devil goes through hell and gets them little demon spirits 
and parades them by Calvary; as he points up his old charred finger at Calvary and he says “if it 
wasn’t for red spot right over there, I’d be the ruler of the whole world.” 

     I’m glad that the devil met his Waterloo at Calvary, and we need to tell our generation that 
greater is He that is in you, then he that is in the world! 

     They need to know that Jesus is LORD to the Glory of God the Father. God will stop our enemies, 
church; that’s what these stones mean. 

      Sir is that all?   “No son, I’ve got one more thing I want to tell you.” 

5. They mean that God supplies all our needs: 

- Son them stones mean that God feed us manna when we got hungry. 

- Them stones mean that God feed us the flesh of the Quail when we got hungry. 

- He said, son them stones mean; that when we didn’t have no water, God smote the rock and 
there were streams in the desert. 

- Boy them stones mean when the waters got bitter, God cut down a tree and made them 
sweet. 

- Son, we went 40 years and didn’t have to take our wives to Wal-Mart, oh what a miracle, 
somebody say amen right there! 

     Boy our clothes didn’t wear out, our shoes didn’t wear out, them stones mean He supplies 
because He is not only God in Egypt, He’s not only God when the blood was shed, He’s not only God 
at the Red Sea, but He’s God in the valley, in the wilderness, in the darkness, He’s still God. 

     And Son you remember this, there’s going to come a day in your life when you’re going to have a 
need and not know how it’s going to be supplied, God shall supply all your needs. 
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Aren’t you glad that our God still supplies all of our needs? That’s what these stones mean. 

     Now, let me say this in closing. I believe that old Israelite man sitting on those stones talking to 
that young boy closed with this; 

     Son let me tell you this; we ain’t always been good people,   “I’m talking to you all too.” “I said I’m 
talkin’ to you all!” 

     But we ain’t always been good people, in fact son there’s a several times we flubbed the dub. In 
fact there was a couple time our Pastor, we made him so discouraged he lost his temper. Let me say 
this you ain’t a good preacher if you ain’t lost your temper a time or two because we do, say Amen 
right there. 

     What amazes me is the deacons, the Sunday school teachers, and all the other members at church 
can lose their temper but the preachers got to act like a dove all the time. The definition of humility 
is not letting everybody run all over you and beat you in the ground like a dog. That’s not the 
definition of humility. Let me run me a little rabbit trail while I’m here, for all of us. There are some 
people that come out to services that need a real attitude adjustment.  

     You’re mean, you’re bitter, you’re cynical, you’re arrogant, you don’t respect your elders, you 
don’t respect a younger man of God, and you think you know it all and that the whole world 
revolves around you! And I want to tell you something, these little boys and little girls here, their 
watching that arrogance and their watching that holier than thou attitude with that critical spirit.  

     Let me tell you something, the children of Israel that rebelled and got hatful and critical in the 
wilderness would have been better off if they died in the desert and not set up a marker, not set up 
any stones. And I’m afraid there are some people right now that are going to die in the wilderness 
and you’re not going to set up any stones. You’re not going to be remembered for the good you did, 
but how bad you finished! That didn’t cost you a dime! 

      These youngins’ need to see Christ in us, we don’t need to spend our time knocking them down, 
but lifting them up, train them and teach them so that in years to come down the road they’ll ask: 
What mean these stones? 

 

 

  

 

 


