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KJV – I Corinthians 13:8-13 

 

“True Love!” 

Introduction: 

    I love what the Webster’s Dictionary says about this little word here, “Never:” Not ever; at no time, 
not at all; not in any degree; not under any condition or circumstances. The way it is used in the 
original Greek manuscript translated in our King James Bible it means: Not at any time; not at any 
place, not by any person, not by any means. Not before, not now, or ever shall be, it’s totally impossible. 

     We have often been told; Never say Never! That’s good advice for us humans. Because that word 
never. Never has a note of finality to it. It’s final, it terminal, there's nothing left to say or do on the 
other end of the never. So they say, Never say Never; because man does not have the authority to say 
that. 

     But I’m glad that God has the Power, Ability and the Authority to say Never, and mean just 
exactly what He says. He can say “Never”, and give His final answer: 

     The Bible says: Let God be true and ever man a liar. David wrote in one of the Psalms:  Thy word O’ 
LORD is forever settled in Heaven. My text tonight is from the New Testament, I Corinthians, Chapter 
13 to look at Charity; True Love. 

     Let me remind you that I Corinthians, Chapter 13 is dealing with the blessing and the beauty of 
Christian Love. Let me say this before I read the text: I don’t care how good you sing; how good you 
peach, or how Holy you live.   

     If you don’t have LOVE in your heart for God and one another, what you got is not real. He that 
loveth not, knowth not God for God is Love. Aren’t you glad that one day God took our heart all to 
pieces and He put Love, and sunshine, and mercy and Grace in our heart. 

     The beauty and the blessing and power of Love. 

I Corinthians 13:8 

8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they 
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 
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11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I 
became a man, I put away childish things. 

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known. 

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 

     There is a lot said in those six little verses: But looking back up here at verse number 8: Charity 
never faileth:  

     There’s that word again, Never –and the Word of God, plainly states that Charity, Christian Love 
never fails: Wouldn’t you agree with me that, this is God’s final answer? At no time will it ever fail; 
at no place will it ever fail; By no means will it ever fail: At no conditions, under no degree, not 
before not now, or ever will it fail. I’m glad that Christian Love never faileth: 

     May I remind you: “That the world doesn’t really care how much we know, until they know how 
much we care”. 

     Jesus said, by this all men shall know that you are my disciples, because you have love for one 
another. 

      In fact when the Apostle Paul wrote about the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians Chapter 5. And I 
have often heard that quoted “Fruits of the Spirit.” But it not plural it’s singular.  Being Fruit: 
Meaning they are all together, with love being first and then the other 8 mentioned. 

For without true Christian Love, there can be no Joy. 

For without true Christian Love, there can be no Peace. 

For without true Christian Love, there can be no longsuffering, no gentleness, no goodness; 

No faith, no meekness, and no temperance. 

True Christian Love brings about all these other attributes that make up the fruit of the Spirit. 

And at no time, by no means will Christian Love ever fail. Charity Never Faileth: 

     There are some people in your life that you will enjoy: There are people in your life that you will 
have to endure. We all have friends and family that we just love to pieces. Then there are those that 
we just have to put up with them. 

     But I got a good verse for you in Psalm 84: 

Psalm 84:11-12 

11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly. 
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12 O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 

     He’ll give us Glory to enjoy the blessing of Life. And He’ll give us Grace to endure the burdens of 
life. If we will practice Christian Love we have a promise in this book that comes from God. It’s He’s 
total and final say on the matter that; “Christian Love Never Fails.” 

     NEVER: Not ever; at no time, not at all. Not in any degree; not under any condition or 
circumstances. We have seen from Galatians Chapter 5, that True Christian love encompasses all the 
other attributes of the FRUIT of the Spirit. And we know from I Corinthians 13:8 that true Christian 
Love never fails. But I want to show you very quickly some other things that go hand in hand with 
true Christian Love. 

     Because True Christian Love is longsuffering, it is kind, it is not puffed up, and it is not easily 
offended. 

Boy I know some Baptist that need a good dose of that: 

And True Christian Love, Charity never fails: 

When your attitude fails,          When your temper fails, When your Standards fail,             

When patience fails,  When Judging fails,                       When criticizes fails; 

Christian Love never fails. 

1. Real Christian Love will Charge you. 

2. Real Christian Love will Challenge you. 

3. And Real Christian Love will Change you. 

     Remember what I said in my introduction: I don’t care how good you sing; how good you peach, 
or how Holy you live.  If you don’t have LOVE in your heart for God and one another, what you got is 
not real. He that loveth not, knowth not God for God is Love. Real Christian Love brings about these 
four things: 

1. A Love for the Saviour. 

     Real Christian Love, that never faileth puts a passion in your heart for the Saviour. Why do you 
love the Saviour? (I’ll never leave you). 

     Hebrews 10:1 - For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect. 

Hebrews 10:11 

11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering Often times the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins: 
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     Christ is now the sacrifice for sin, the all of the traditions; Rituals, Ordnances, Religion can never 
take away sins. But it’s by the blood of the Lamb, it’s by Faith in Christ, that He imputes upon us His 
righteousness. And once He does that, once you are saved by Grace through Faith, passed from 
Death unto life, and filled with the Holy Ghost and Christian Love, it will give you a Love for the 
Saviour.  Real Christian Love brings about: 

2. A Love for the Scripture. 

     Christ spoke in Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away. Now that’s not the Word “Never” but that does have a note of finality to it. Shall Not.  

     By no means what so ever; His Words, This book, the Scriptures. 

II Timothy 3:16-17 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

Hebrews 4:12 

12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. 

    His Words will never pass away. And True Christian Love shows a passion and a Love for the 
Scriptures. 

Real Christian Love brings about: 

3. A Love for the Saints. 

I John 4:12 

12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 

     True Christian Love brings about a Love for the Saints, a love for one another. That Glory for 
those that bless. That Grace for those that are a burden. 

- I don’t want to be a burden, I am part of the Church, the Body of Christ and I want to be filled 
with the fruit of the Spirit.  

- Because Christian Love Never Fails. 

     And we are to love the Saints of God. Have love one for another. With a desire to be around the 
Saints of God. 
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Hebrews 10:25 

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

     I honestly believe this, but I do believe what would cure a lot of people’s unfaithfulness to House 
of God. Is just a good ole fashion dose of Blood Bought, Holy Ghost Salvation. 

     I cannot for the life of me image God saving anybody, and not giving them a burning desire to be 
faithful to the House of God. 

     I believe when you get saved you will have a love for the Saints of God, with a desire to worship 
with them. You get saved you ought to join and support a good Bible believing, Bible Preaching 
Church. 

     And since I’m on the subject I may as well go ahead and unload my wagon here. I don’t care how 
good a Bible Student someone says they are; how many times you have read the Bible through; how 
close they claim to be to God; How Holy they are, or how spiritual they are.  

     I’m telling you, if they aren’t faithful to the House of God, supporting that good Church, with their 
presence, their finances, and their Service. Loving that good Church and the Saints of God. I don’t 
have any confidence at all in that. 

     Jesus Christ died for the Church, He bled for the Church, and He gave power that the gates of Hell 
should not prevail against the Church. He has redeemed the Church and one day is coming back for 
the Church. 

     Some might say, hey that’s not the Ecklecia, of the local body of the called out believers, that’s 
talking about the invisible Church. 

     The blessings of God; look around you these are not invisible. The Saints of God and this Bible 
this is not an invisible Book, and I’m not an invisible Preacher. You’re looking at 200 none of 
business pounds worth of Preacher. 

      Wouldn’t it be funny if one day we all came in here and the piano started playing one day and no 
piano player. If the pages in the Song books started turning and no singers.  

     The offering plate started floating around and no usher, boy, I bet we’d have an offering then! 

     No I believe the Bible teaching of that local assembly of called out believers meeting to worship 
God in Spirit and in Truth. And Christian Love and never faileth, gives one a love for the Saints of 
God. 

     We have a Love for the Saviour; A love for the Scriptures. A love for the Saints, and lastly we 
have: 
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4. A Love for the Sinners. 

     Christian Love that Never Fails, gives one a burden for lost souls, and desire with a love for 
sinners to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Mark 9:43-44 

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

     A love for the Sinners; Going into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

Never –  

1. Not ever; at no time, not at all. 

2. Not in any degree; not under any condition or circumstances. 

     Never, it’s final: We cannot say Never, and really mean it; Man does not have that authority. But 
I’m glad that God Does. He says what He means, and means what he says. And the LORD has said:  I’ll 
never leave you or forsake you, but I go with you always, even unto the end of the earth.  

 

 

 


