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Romans 2:1-16 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 9 

 
Introduction: 
 
     The previous section dealt with the outright heathen, the God haters and the God 
rejecters. This next section deals with the moralist. It is so very easy for good decent moral 
people to look at depraved God rejecting folks and realize that they are headed for hell. 
However it is most difficult for moral people to look at themselves and realize their very 
own destiny. People view themselves as “good,” they pick and choose the sins which they 
wish to condemn, picking the ones that they know for sure that they will not violate and 
openly condemn them. They will read Scripture text like Romans 1:24-32 and fail to realize 
that they themselves are indeed guilty and that all of their so called goodness, self-
proclaimed righteousness can never measure up to the holiness and the righteousness of 
God. “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we 
all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (KJV – Isaiah 64:6). 
 
Romans 2:1-16 

1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou 
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit 
such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, 
that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing 
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 

6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 
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7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 
immortality, eternal life: 

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
indignation and wrath, 

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of 
the Gentile; 

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile: 

11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 

12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have 
sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; 

13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be 
justified. 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) 

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

     Dr. John MacArthur opens up his notes for this chapter by stating, “having demonstrated 
the sinfulness of the immoral pagan (1:18-31), Paul presents his case against the religious 
moral – Jew or Gentile – by cataloging 6 principles that govern God’s judgment: 1) knowledge 
(v. 1); 2) truth (vv. 2,3); 3) guilt (vv. 4,5); 4) deeds (vv. 6-10); 5) impartiality (vv. 11-15); and 
6) motive (v. 16)” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, page 1661). 

     The Jew and Gentile moralizers are no better than the other pagan nonbelievers. They 
stand weighed in the balances, they are found wanting and they are in fact inexcusable, or 
as the NASB reads “no excuse.” “Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes 
judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge 
practice the same things” (NASB – Romans 2:1). 

     The moralist is guilty because they do not judge their selves honestly. Therefore all that 
view themselves as moral and good before God without the righteousness of Christ stand 
justly condemned by God and they are therefore without excuse, or inexcusable.  
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1) Knowledge: “Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For 
in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice 
the very same things” (ESV – Romans 2:1). The whole term used in connection with 
the words “no excuse” or “without excuse” are forensic terms, meaning not able to 
offer a legal defense, excuse or reason at trial. At this point the Apostle Paul is 
showing that the moralist stands condemned himself in that they have knowledge. 
Because the word “judge” is a forensic decision and the term “condemn” means to 
pronounce a sentence of condemnation on one judged guilty. 

Romans 2:1 

1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou 
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

     John Phillips writes, “The hypocrite feels that other men’s sins are worse than his own. He 
compares himself with the drunkard, the harlot and the hoodlum, and prides himself on his 
own church membership, morality and respectability. The comparison is, of course, very 
flattering to himself. The mistake this person makes, however, is very simple and very 
common. He is measuring himself alongside the wrong standard”  (Phillips, Exploring 
Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, page 35). 

     They have the knowledge, and their own actions condemn themselves in that they 
pronounce judgment based off of what they feel about themselves. “For wherein thou 
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things” (KJV – 
Romans 2:1c). 

 

2) Truth: “We know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who do such 
things. 3 Do you suppose, O man, that when you judge those who do such things and yet 
do them yourself, you will escape the judgment of God?” (RSV – Romans 2:2-3). 

     They know the truth of the judgment of God. “Know translates “oida,” which carries the 
idea of awareness of that which is commonly known and obvious” (MacArthur, The 
MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8; 1991, Page 115). 

Romans 2:2-3 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit 
such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, 
that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 
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     God’s judgment is right and just because it is based upon truth. And if the moralist knows 
enough to pass judgment upon others they know and understand that God will judge those 
who continually practice evil. They also know that God will judge those who have 
continually judged others and not themselves. In fact, verse three drives that point home by 
asking the question to those moralist – “And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them 
which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?” (KJV – 
Romans 2:3). 

     Alva J. McClain writes that “these men knew that God’s judgment was according to the 
truth. How are you going to explain their attitude in going on in sin? Any man who thinks so is 
the victim of false reasoning” (McClain, The Gospel of God’s Grace – Romans; 1973, page 67-
74). 

Romans 2:4-5 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing 
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 

3) Guilt: Man’s guilt is due to his willful rejection. Because he despised the goodness, 
forbearance and longsuffering of God; that leads to repentance.  

     “We ought to recognize today that the goodness of God is something that ought to bring us 
to our knees before Him. But instead of that, it drives men from God” (McGee, Thru the Bible 
Commentary Series, Volume 42; 1991, Page 47). His goodness will actually drive some to 
“think lightly” or to “despise” the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; 
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance. 

     Those words “think lightly” refer to think little about something or to think down about 
something.  The moralist holds to a high view of the mercy, love, kindness, forbearance and 
patience of God. A moralist is one who never wants to think of his own sin and pending 
judgment. What the moralist doesn’t realize is that God’s kindness and patience is to give 
him time to repent. God’s goodness is giving him time to change directions by means of 
changing one’s thinking.  
 
     The moralist is a sinner and the moralist needs a Savior and the only reason God is not 
right now pouring out His deserved wrath is because He is giving people time to repent. 
The moralist is confused as McClain stated by his own false reasoning.  He thinks no 
judgment is happening because God is such a loving God. Truth is, God’s wrath is on the 
way and the time gap without judgment is a time gap for repentance. 
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     This causes hardness in the heart of the moralist, and by this they are storing up wrath 
to their selves against the Day of Judgment. Their hardness is like water, sand and concrete 
mix. During the process while it is all being mixed together, it is workable, moveable and 
can be shaped, formed, moved and worked. But as time goes on, this their false sense of 
reasoning by the suppression of the truth it begins to harden and soon enough it is so hard 
that it cannot be worked at all.   
 
Romans 2:6-10 

6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 
immortality, eternal life: 

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
indignation and wrath, 

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of 
the Gentile; 

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile: 

 

4) Deeds or Works: Absolute justice is demanded by God as payment for sin and if one 
rejects Christ, absolute justice is what one will get. The moralist that has rejected 
Christ is actually storing up wrath before God. 

     “Who “will render to each one according to his deeds”” (NKJV – Romans 2:6). Regardless of 
God’s goodness and longsuffering, Judgment is inevitable and God will render justice to 
every man according to their deeds. That word “render” is one that means to give back or 
return. God will return the judgment savings account due a man based upon his works. His 
stockpile of wrath is being stored up against the works of man. 

     “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, 
according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their 
works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And 
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (KJV – 
Revelation 20:11-15). 
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     Notice verses 7 and 10 – this group receives a positive reward. Yet those listed in verses 
8 and 9 receive wrath. It is key to note here what the issue at stake is and that is obeying 
“the truth” and identified in verse 8. Obeying the truth which is only by faith in the LORD 
Jesus Christ.  

5) Impartiality: God’s judgment is not based on partiality.  

Romans 2:11-15 

11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 

12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have 
sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; 

13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be 
justified. 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) 

     Let us not take this verse out of context, God is speaking of Judgment here, not saving 
grace. But before we get into the judgment portion let us talk of God’s impartiality in saving 
grace.  

     The Apostle Peter states plainly in Acts that God is no respecter of persons, but there is a 
stipulation here that many refuse to talk about. “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:  35 But in every nation he that feareth Him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him” (KJV – Acts 10:34-35). The no respecter of 
persons only applies to those that fear Him, and worketh righteousness. These are those 
that are accepted with Him.  

     Likewise in God’s judgment, there is no respect of persons with God. There will be no 
partiality or favoritism shown with any of God’s judgments. When any human being stands 
before God, we may be absolutely certain there will be no favoritism that will enter into 
that judgment. It makes no difference if one does not have the Law or does have the Law. 
Paul makes it clear both the Jew and Gentile are guilty. Those that are guilty because they 
rejected His Son, Christ Jesus the LORD, none of them will receive any special treatment 
based off of their Jewish heritage, their religious or moral standing.  
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     For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. 
What is they do not have the Law, how can God remain Just and Holy and condemn those 
that didn’t have the Law.  

Romans 2:14-15 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) 

     The term Gentiles here is used of any non-Jew; regardless of the heathen or the moralist. 
Without being formally introduced to the Law, these people and their society generally 
practice and value the precepts of the Law. Therefore Paul states it is a law unto 
themselves.  

     Every person is born with a conscience that recognizes moral law. It is an “instinct” 
(2:14) within every person. This is something every human is born with. Every person in 
this world has done things or said things that his conscience said was wrong.  According to 
verse 15, people with this moral conscience will respond in one of two non-repentant 
ways: in accusation or in defense. People with a moral conscience either judge and accuse 
the guilt of others or they excuse or defend the guilt of others, but they do not admit their 
own guilt of the same thing. If one studies God’s written Law, he will find that he is without 
excuse.  If one never studies God’s written Law, because of their conscience and the works 
of the Law written upon their hearts, they are still without excuse. 
 

6) Motive:  The final principle of God’s judgment that Paul makes clear in this text is 
that of motive.  

 
     MacArthur states: “Motive is a valid basis for judgment only because God is able to judge 
the secrets of men through Jesus Christ. Because the Lord infallibly knows every person’s 
motives for doing the things he does, He can infallibly judge whether or not those deeds are 
truly good or bad, whether they come from the flesh or from the Spirit.”  (MacArthur, The 
MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8; 1991, Page 143). 
 
Romans 2:16 

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

     The very secrets of men’s hearts will be judged. This is why unbelievers reject His truth, 
His word; because it judges the secrets of the heart, even the very thoughts and intents or 
to say the motives. Why a man does what he does, the reason behind his rebellion and 
rejection. “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword,  
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piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (KJV – Hebrews 4:12). 
 
     Verse 16 tells us that God will the final say. By His Son, the LORD Jesus Christ He will 
judge all men. It makes no difference how religious one has been, it makes no difference 
how good or moral one has been. Because the Gospel declares there is only one way to be 
saved. One can never be good enough or moral enough for God, because even the very 
secrets of the heart will be judged. The very motives and intents for why you do what you 
do will be made known.  
 
     Remember: “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (KJV – 
Isaiah 64:6). It is not your morality, your goodness, your religion or your good works but it 
is by grace through faith in the Person of Christ Jesus the LORD.  
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
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