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Foothills Christian Assembly Sermon April 5, 2020 
Luke 16: 1 – 13 “Parable of the Shrewd Servant – Part 2” 

1 He also said to His disciples: "There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and an 
accusation was brought to him that this man was wasting his goods. 2 So he called him and said 
to him, 'What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no 
longer be steward.' 3 Then the steward said within himself, 'What shall I do? For my master is 
taking the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have resolved 
what to do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.' 
5 So he called every one of his master's debtors to him, and said to the first, 'How much do you 
owe my master?' 6 And he said, 'A hundred measures of oil.' So he said to him, 'Take your bill, 
and sit down quickly and write fifty.' 7 Then he said to another, 'And how much do you owe?' 
So he said, 'A hundred measures of wheat.' And he said to him, 'Take your bill, and write 
eighty.' 8 So the master commended the unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For the 
sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light. 9 And I say to you, 
make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, they may receive you 
into an everlasting home. 10 He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he 
who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much. 11 Therefore if you have not been faithful 
in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12 And if you have 
not been faithful in what is another man's, who will give you what is your own? 13 No servant 
can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon." 

I. Introduction 
a. In verse 8, our Lord states the moral of this parable: “…the sons of this world are 

more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.” At that time around AD 
30, those outside the Kingdom of God, those considered sinners by the 
Pharisees, were more careful, diligent and active in securing their temporary, 
physical livelihood than the “sons of light” were in advancing the Kingdom of 
God. Jesus shames the Pharisees by making it clear they love God less than 
sinners love their money. And, as we considered together last week, our 
generation in AD 2020 has also earned this rebuke. The slumbering Bride loves 
Her comfort more than Her King, while the diligence of sinners shows they love 
their money more than the Church loves Her Lord. And, we discussed how this 
coronavirus pandemic is being used by our Lord to shake His Bride unto 
repentance, to awaken and return to Him with pure hearts of devotion. 

b. In today’s text, v9, we will see how generosity with the wealth of this world 
displays our love and worship toward God. As we peer deeper, we will see God’s 
matchless generosity beneath, around and over us as we walk as His stewards, 
under the shadow of His almighty love. 

c. In v9-13, our Lord teaches some specific applications of this truth. 
i. V9 – Steward God’s resources Generously - Today 

ii. V10 – 12 – Steward God’s resources Faithfully 
iii. V13 – Steward God’s resources Lovingly 

II. Steward God’s resources Generously – v9 
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a. And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that 
when you fail, they may receive you into an everlasting home. 

b. What is meant by mammon? 
i. Bock “Μαμωνᾶς (mamōnas, mammon), an Aramaic term for wealth or 

possessions, is not to be hoarded and used selfishly but to make friends… 
It is not just alms to the poor that is in view here, but the general use of 
one’s money. The way to make friends from money is to be generous. 
Jesus parallels the disciple’s situation with the parable.”1 

c. What is meant by “unrighteous mammon”? 
i. Not wealth gained by unrighteous means. 

ii. But, rather, the emphasis is upon the corrupting and dangerous nature of 
physical wealth. The only way to avoid being misled by wealth is to 
proactively give it away, valuing friendships above possessions. 

iii. Bock “…the pursuit of [wealth] can make people selfish, cause them to 
take advantage of others, and cause them to be unfaithful to God… 
Wealth, being so attached to the world, tends to produce “worldly” 
responses by keeping one’s focus on this age and on self, not on the age 
to come and God.”2 

d. What is meant by “when you fail”? 
i. Both our bodies and physical resources have limits. The death of this 

body is inevitable. Wealth can easily be destroyed or stolen. Christ is 
calling all people to spend their lives and resources as simple stewards for 
Him. This life, this body, is not mine. It is a gift from my King to use for 
Him. The resources He places in our possession are not ours. They are His 
for us to use for His Kingdom and glory. 

1. Henry “At death we must all fail…. —when ye suffer an eclipse. 
Death eclipses us. A tradesman is said to fail when he becomes a 
bankrupt. We must all thus fail shortly; death shuts up the shop, 
seals up the hand. Our comforts and enjoyments on earth will all 
fail us; flesh and heart fail.”3 

2. Proverbs 23:4,5 “Do not overwork to be rich; Because of your own 
understanding, cease 5 Will you set your eyes on that which is 
not? For riches certainly make themselves wings; They fly away 
like an eagle toward heaven.” 

3. Bock “Money ultimately fails…. Money can and does run out, so 
one had best be prepared for when it does… The idea is that 
money does not last. Rather than rely on it, one should put it to 
beneficial use.”4 

 
1 Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1333). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 
2 Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1334). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 
3 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and unabridged 
in one volume (p. 1882). Peabody: Hendrickson. 
4 Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1334). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/becnt63blk?ref=Bible.Lk16.9&off=628&ctx=:8%2c+14%3b+esp.+11:9).+~%CE%9C%CE%B1%CE%BC%CF%89%CE%BD%CE%B1%CD%82%CF%82+(mamo%CC%84nas%2c+
https://ref.ly/logosres/becnt63blk?ref=Bible.Lk16.9&off=1267&ctx=eousness)%3f+Probably+~because+the+pursuit+
https://ref.ly/logosres/mhenry?ref=Bible.Lk16.1-18&off=12786&ctx=state+to+come.+(3.)+~At+death+we+must+all
https://ref.ly/logosres/mhenry?ref=Bible.Lk16.1-18&off=12786&ctx=state+to+come.+(3.)+~At+death+we+must+all
https://ref.ly/logosres/becnt63blk?ref=Bible.Lk16.9&off=2397&ctx=ous+with+money.%EF%BB%BF22%EF%BB%BF%0a~Money+ultimately+fai
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e. What is meant by “they may receive you into an everlasting home”? 
i. The faithful soul flies to heaven at death, so “they” is likely a reference to 

angels accompanying our souls to God’s Presence in heaven at death, 
where we are ushered into our everlasting home, with eternal joy. 

ii. Bock “God responds to disciples who love their neighbors with concrete 
action, even down to the use of money. Such disciples evidence an active 
walk with God that is a product of a faith commitment to him. The 
disciple is aware of heavenly reward and will respond appropriately… 
God will reward the person who is generous with money.”5 

iii. Henry “It ought to be our great concern to make it sure to ourselves, that 
when we fail at death we may be received into everlasting habitations in 
heaven. The habitations in heaven are everlasting, not made with hands, 
but eternal…. Christ is gone before, to prepare a place for those that are 
his, and is there ready to receive them; the bosom of Abraham is ready to 
receive them, and, when a guard of angels carries them there, a choir of 
angels is ready to receive them there.”6 

1. 1 Timothy 6:17-19 “Command those who are rich in this present 
age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the 
living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to 
share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time 
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.” 

iv. Motivated by God’s great generosity toward us in Christ, overflowing 
with His Life in us and through us, we here enjoy spending wealth for His 
glory at all opportunities, proactively searching out ways to be generous 
as He was generous to us in Christ. We come to see every transaction as a 
way to display the Gospel. And, as we steward generously, looking ahead 
to God’s generosity at the end, at our soul’s exit from these failing 
bodies, eclipsed by death, we know we will be brought into endless 
delights under His abundant generosity, into His invincible Light. From 
first to last, His generosity is all in all. 

f. So, in verse 9, Jesus shows us how the shrewd activity of the steward from the 
parable serves as an example for how we can steward God’s resources. We can 
also repent and be very generous with God’s resources, laying aside our own 
gains, in order to make friends with others here in this world, during our 
lifespan.  We can understand and demonstrate that God has generously. given us 
His resources in order to spread His peace and good will in this earth, in order to 
establish and build friendships. These relationships are of much greater value 
than the physical possessions we generously sacrifice. But, our bodies and the 
physical possessions of this world will fail, yet our God-centered generosity, 

 
5 Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1334). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 
6 Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete and unabridged 
in one volume (p. 1882). Peabody: Hendrickson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/becnt63blk?ref=Bible.Lk16.9&off=1910&ctx=+12:20%2c+48%3b+14:35).+~God+responds+to+disc
https://ref.ly/logosres/mhenry?ref=Bible.Lk16.1-18&off=13087&ctx=nd+heart+fail.+(4.)+~It+ought+to+be+our+g
https://ref.ly/logosres/mhenry?ref=Bible.Lk16.1-18&off=13087&ctx=nd+heart+fail.+(4.)+~It+ought+to+be+our+g
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borne of faith in Christ, goes before us as we at death are received into God’s 
eternal home. 

III. Questions for application to know, love, and obey God 


