
Why Easter Matters 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8  

1 Corinthians 15:3–4 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose 

again the third day according to the scriptures: 

There are lot of things that matter to us. 

• Our family 

• Our health  

• Our relationships 

• Our finances  

• Our hobbies 

Big Idea - Easter (the resurrection) has profound implications for all mankind.  

The resurrection is: 

• Relevant for today  

• Determines our destiny  

• Is not just a religious story 

If we as a church cannot clearly answer this question, Why does Easter matter? 
then why should we be taken seriously? 

How you respond to the resurrection will determine your eternal destiny. It’s not 
just a religious belief or story. It’s an event that can transform your life and 
determine where you will spend eternity. 

I. The Message  

1 Corinthians 15:1–4 - Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which 
also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 



how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 

 

What is the message?  Why is it so important?  What difference does it make? 

Paul is telling the Corinthians that the gospel (good news) has been given.  The 
folks at Corinth believed and received it.  The first cardinal doctrine of that 
message was that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.  

This emphasizes the substitutionary character of the death of Christ. 

 He did not die for His own sins, or as a martyr; He died for our sins.  

He died to pay the penalty that our sins deserved.  This was all according to the 
Scriptures. The Scriptures here refer to the OT Scriptures, since the NT was not yet 
in written form.  

Did the OT Scriptures actually predict that Christ would die for the sins of the 
people?   The answer is an emphatic “Yes!” Isaiah 53, verses 5 and 6, are sufficient 
proof of this. In addition, the burial of Christ was prophesied in Isaiah 53:9, and His 
resurrection in Psalm 16:9, 10.  

It is important to notice how Paul emphasizes the testimony of the Scriptures. This 
should always be the test in all matters relating to our faith: “What do the 
Scriptures say? 

What is the message? Christ died for our sins!  

We are all sinners -   

Romans 3:10 - As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

Isaiah 59:2 - But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, And 
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 

God plan for our sin and its judgement was to provide Jesus as a replacement for 
me. 

Romans 6:23  -For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
We deserve death and hell but through his loving plan, Christ would die for us. 



Romans 5:8 - But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

It matters because it actually happened—it’s a true story. 

The resurrection of Christ, therefore, is the validation of our faith, securing our 
position in the kingdom of God. 

Jesus’ resurrection means that his sacrificial death on the cross was sufficient, and 
therefore our sins can be forgiven. The resurrection validated everything Christ 
said! The message is God loves you and has a plan for you to be with Home in 
heaven  

II. The Proof  

1 Corinthians 15:5–8 - And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After 
that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater 
part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen 
of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one 
born out of due time. 

The proof of changed lives is why Easter matters!  

In verses 5–7, we have a list of those who were eyewitnesses of the resurrection.  

First of all, the Lord appeared to Cephas (Peter). Then the Lord also appeared to 
the twelve disciples.  Then He  appeared to over five hundred brethren which is 
commonly believed to have taken place in Galilee.  

At the time Paul wrote, most of these brethren were still living, although some had 
gone home to be with the Lord.  

It matters because it leads to radically changed lives. 

Paul’s story is amazing:  “Last of all...I also saw him [the risen Jesus]. For I am the 
least of all the apostles. In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called an apostle after 
the way I persecuted God’s church” (1 Corinthians 15:8-9).  

Think about it: what would it possibly take to change a determined Christian-hater 
into a fully devoted follower of Christ? Paul tells us—he encountered the risen 
Jesus! And Jesus is still changing lives today! 

For skeptics to explain away the resurrection they have to deny:  



The empty tomb 

The multiple witnesses  

The changed lives that were willing to die for a lie?  

Now my story - proof 

III. The Conclusion 

1 Corinthians 15:54–57 - So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of 
sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

It matters because it gives us real hope for the future. 

Death looms for all of us. We don’t like to think about that, but it’s true. However, 
according to Paul, death is not the end of our story; rather, it’s the beginning of the 
life that is truly life!  

Our future is unbelievably bright because Jesus was raised from the dead!  All we 
have to do is believe what he said about himself and accept him as Savior. 

To deny all you have heard today is to reject a loving God and go on your own to 
hell. 

Is God speaking to you? 

Do you know him as your Savior? 

Would you like to invite Him into your life this morning? 

 

  

 

 

 

 


